Nearly Forgotten True Crimes: Dive into the
Dark Side of History

From time to time, true crime stories capture our attention, giving us a glimpse
into the dark and twisted minds of criminals. However, as years pass, some
crimes become overshadowed by more recent events and gradually fade away

from public memory.

In this article, we will take you on a chilling journey through time, shedding light
on nearly forgotten true crimes that deserve to be remembered. Be prepared to
immerse yourself in these gripping tales, where reality proves to be stranger than

fiction.

1. The Mysterious Case of the Somerton Man

Our first stop is Adelaide, Australia, in 1948. In an extraordinary turn of events, an
unidentified man was discovered dead on Somerton Beach, sending shockwaves
through the nation. This case remains unsolved to this day, leaving investigators

perplexed and curious minds intrigued.
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The evidence uncovered at the scene only deepens the mystery surrounding this
man's identity and cause of death. From an unusual code hidden within a secret

pocket in his pants to a scrap of paper found in his pocket with the words "Tamam
Shud" (meaning "ended" or "finished" in Persian), this case continues to captivate
true crime enthusiasts worldwide. Learn more about the enigmatic Somerton Man

and join the quest for answers.

2. The Walker Family Murders: A Haunting Tale

In 1959, a small farmhouse in Florida became the scene of a brutal and tragic
event that shook the local community to its core. The Walker Family Murders
stand as a chilling reminder of the darkness that can lurk within seemingly idyllic

settings.

This true crime story unfolds with the discovery of an entire family brutally slain,
and the subsequent search for the killer that followed. As you delve into the
details of this haunting tale, the web of secrets and suspects will leave you

questioning whether justice was ever truly served.

3. The Taman Shud Mystery: An Unsolved Puzzle

Returning to the intriguing Somerton Man case, we uncover another layer of
mystery that only adds to the perplexity surrounding his death. The discovery of a
hidden copy of a rare book, "The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam," in the abandoned
car near the crime scene led investigators down a rabbit hole of cryptic messages

and unsolved riddles.
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The Taman Shud Mystery, as it came to be known, presents a challenging
enigma that has fascinated amateur and professional code breakers for decades.
Dive into the investigation, examine the puzzling evidence, and explore the
various theories that attempt to decipher the secrets concealed within this

perplexing case.

4. The Phantom Killer of Texarkana: A Reign of Terror

Our next true crime story takes us back to the 1940s in Texarkana, a small town
bordering Texas and Arkansas. Known as the Phantom Killer, a serial murderer
struck fear into the hearts of the town's residents for several months, leaving

behind a haunting trail of violence and unanswered questions.

The legacy of the Phantom Killer of Texarkana remains etched in the memory of
the community, even though the killer was never officially apprehended. Explore
the gripping accounts of survivor testimonies and the hunt for justice in this

chilling tale that still sends shivers down the spine.

5. The Axeman of New Orleans: A Jazz-Fueled Nightmare

Imagine living in fear during a time when jazz music filled the airwaves and a
serial killer known as the Axeman preyed on the residents of New Orleans. This
true crime story from the early 20th century unveils the horrifying acts committed

by a mysterious assailant and the panic that gripped the city.

The Axeman's chilling crimes and cryptic letters are seared into the annals of
New Orleans history. Uncover the details of his reign of terror, the fascinating
suspects who emerged, and the lingering fear that permeated the homes of the

Big Easy during this dark period.



True crime stories have a way of captivating us, transporting us to the sinister
side of human nature. Through these nearly forgotten true crimes, we have
explored a handful of fascinating cases that continue to intrigue and mystify even

decades after they occurred.

As we delve into the depths of history, we honor the victims and keep their stories
alive, reminding ourselves of the importance of justice and the resilience of the
human spirit. Whether these cases will ever be truly solved or become permanent
unsolved mysteries, they serve as cautionary tales and reminders of the evil that

can lurk within our society.
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Nearly Forgotten True Crimes tells the story of 7 crimes, and the events around
them, which took place in the USA in the early 1900s, and captured the attention

of the American press and public at the time.

* Alma Kellner, the 8 year old daughter of a wealthy brewing family in Louisville,

Kentucky, disappeared on December 8, 1909. Initially thought to be a victim of a
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kidnapping, her mutilated body was eventually discovered in a church cellar six
months later. The church janitor, disappeared at about the same time, and after

her body was discovered became the subject of a nationwide manhunt.

* Patrolman James H. Masterson was murdered in January, 1927, in a New York
City speakeasy. Two of the best sleuths of the Homicide Squad, were picked for
the task and were soon on the trail of the four ruthless murderers, eventually

tracking them down to their mountain hideout where a deadly shootout ensued.

* Born 17th February, 1909 Irene Schroeder was the first female to go to the
electric chair in Pennsylvania for murder. Together with her hapless lover, they
embarked on a short lived rampage across the countryside robbing and killing as

they went leaving a trail of destruction behind them.

* Terrified screams brought police rushing to a bleak and windy underpass in Fall
River, Massachusetts, to find the butchered body of young and attractive Domka
Peremybida. It didn't take them long to find a main suspect in Anton Retkevitch.

Her inability to keep away from him, had ultimately lead to her brutal murder.

* Mild, scholarly and well respected local man Elvin Wood snapped under the
pressure of mounting debts and shot to death his best friend in cold blood in a
botched blackmail plan. After receiving the death sentence, and in jail waiting for
his execution to take place, this is Elvin's own story and confession that led him

to the electric chair.

* Alfred L. Sells was a career criminal, as hard and tough as they come. In the
frame for a brutal double murder, but with only circumstantial evidence, two
detectives from Los Angeles police department were given the almost impossible
task of persuading Alfred to admit he was the killer. The usual third-degree

techniques would not work with Alfred Sells. This story tells how the detectives



adopted a totally unique and unusual approach in what was to become the

"Strangest Third Degree" they'd ever attempted.

* Most people have heard of a "Ponzi Scheme". This is the story of the man this
type of fraud is now named after, Charles Ponzi, and how after going on the run,

one of the most intensive manhunts ever undertaken in the USA followed.
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