
Neoliberalism And Climate Change Politics:
New Directions In Critical Theory 48
In recent years, the discourse surrounding climate change has taken center stage
in global politics. While there is growing consensus about the urgent need for
action, there is a significant divide in how different political ideologies approach
this issue. One particular perspective that has gained prominence is that of
neoliberalism. Critical theorists have been closely examining the intersection
between neoliberalism and climate change politics, and the New Directions in
Critical Theory 48 conference aims to shed light on this relationship.

Neoliberalism, in its essence, is an economic and political ideology that
emphasizes the importance of free markets, limited government intervention, and
individual responsibility. It advocates for deregulation, privatization, and fiscal
austerity. However, critics argue that neoliberalism's emphasis on relentless
economic growth and profit maximization at the expense of social and
environmental considerations is directly at odds with effective climate change
policy.

The New Directions in Critical Theory 48 conference seeks to explore the ways in
which neoliberalism shapes climate change politics and how critical theory can
offer insights into potential alternatives. The conference brings together scholars,
researchers, and activists from various disciplines to engage in meaningful
discussions and dialogue.

The Wrath of Capital: Neoliberalism and Climate
Change Politics (New Directions in Critical Theory
Book 48) by Adrian Parr (Kindle Edition)

4.8 out of 5

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/Djxem/The-Wrath-of-Capital-Neoliberalism-and-Climate-Change-Politics-New-Directions-in-Critical-Theory-Book-48.pdf


Language : English
File size : 563 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 234 pages

The Role of Neoliberalism in Climate Change Denial

One of the key aspects that critical theorists aim to address is the role of
neoliberalism in climate change denial. Critics argue that the influence of
neoliberalism in political and economic spheres creates powerful incentives for
certain actors to downplay or outright deny the existence and severity of climate
change. These actors often have vested interests in preserving the status quo
and resisting policy measures that could potentially disrupt their economic power.

Neoliberalism's emphasis on free markets and limited government intervention
aligns with climate change denial, as it offers a convenient justification for inaction
or insufficient action in the face of overwhelming scientific evidence. By framing
climate change as a mere market externality that will be best addressed through
voluntary and market-based solutions, neoliberalism effectively shields powerful
economic interests from regulation.

Neoliberalism, Climate Change, and Social Inequality

Another crucial dimension that critical theorists explore is the intersection
between neoliberalism, climate change, and social inequality. They argue that
neoliberal policies often exacerbate existing social injustices and can compound
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the impacts of climate change on marginalized communities. The prioritization of
profit over people and the environment leads to environmental degradation and
unequal distribution of resources.

Under neoliberal regimes, the burden of climate change adaptation and mitigation
strategies disproportionately falls on individuals and communities, rather than the
corporations and institutions responsible for the majority of greenhouse gas
emissions. This perpetuates social inequalities by placing a heavier burden on
marginalized groups who may lack the necessary resources and infrastructure to
adapt to climate change effectively.

Critical Theory as an Alternative

The New Directions in Critical Theory 48 conference also seeks to highlight the
potential of critical theory as a framework to challenge and offer alternatives to
neoliberalism and its impact on climate change politics. Critical theory aims to
uncover the power dynamics, ideologies, and social structures that perpetuate
inequality and ecological degradation.

Through critical analysis and interdisciplinary collaboration, critical theorists
propose examining the root causes of climate change and challenging the
prevailing neoliberal economic order. By foregrounding social justice, equity, and
sustainability, critical theory offers a nuanced understanding of the complexities of
climate change and advocates for systemic change.

The New Directions in Critical Theory 48 conference provides an invaluable
platform for exploring the relationship between neoliberalism and climate change
politics. By critically examining the nuances and impacts of neoliberal policies,
scholars and activists hope to spark meaningful dialogue and foster new
approaches to addressing climate change.



By challenging the status quo and advocating for systemic change, critical theory
offers an alternative perspective that prioritizes social justice, equity, and
sustainability. It seeks to reshape climate change politics by putting people and
the planet at the forefront.

The discussions and debates that emerge from this conference have the potential
to shape future policy decisions and pave the way for a more sustainable and just
approach to climate change. Neoliberalism and climate change politics may be
inexorably linked, but critical theory offers a glimmer of hope for a better future.
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Although climate change has become the dominant concern of the twenty-first
century, global powers refuse to implement the changes necessary to reverse
these trends. Instead, they have neoliberalized nature and climate change politics
and discourse, and there are indications of a more virulent strain of capital
accumulation on the horizon. Adrian Parr calls attention to the problematic
socioeconomic conditions of neoliberal capitalism underpinning the world's
environmental challenges, and she argues that, until we grasp the implications of
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neoliberalism's interference in climate change talks and policy, humanity is on
track to an irreversible crisis.

Parr not only exposes the global failure to produce equitable political options for
environmental regulation, but she also breaks down the dominant political
paradigms hindering the discovery of viable alternatives. She highlights the
neoliberalization of nature in the development of green technologies, land use,
dietary habits, reproductive practices, consumption patterns, design strategies,
and media. She dismisses the notion that the free market can solve debilitating
environmental degradation and climate change as nothing more than a political
ghost emptied of its collective aspirations.

Decrying what she perceives as a failure of the human imagination and an
impoverishment of political institutions, Parr ruminates on the nature of change
and existence in the absence of a future. The sustainability movement, she
contends, must engage more aggressively with the logic and cultural
manifestations of consumer economics to take hold of a more transformative
politics. If the economically powerful continue to monopolize the meaning of
environmental change, she warns, new and more promising collective solutions
will fail to take root.
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