
New York Covered Bridges: Exploring the
Legacy of Harold Stiver

When it comes to picturesque landscapes and architectural marvels, New York
has always been a top contender. With its towering skyscrapers and iconic
landmarks, it's easy to overlook the hidden gems that lie outside the bustling city
center. One such gem is the collection of covered bridges scattered throughout
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the state, each with its own unique story to tell. In this article, we delve into the
world of New York covered bridges and pay tribute to the renowned
photographer, Harold Stiver, who dedicated his career to capturing their beauty.

The Charm of Covered Bridges

Covered bridges hold a special place in the hearts of many Americans,
representing a nostalgic era that has long since passed. These wooden
structures with their characteristic pitched roofs and wooden planks exude rustic
charm and evoke a sense of history. While some may consider them mere relics
of the past, covered bridges hold great sentimental value for communities that
have preserved them over the years.

New York Covered Bridges by Harold Stiver (Kindle Edition)
4.3 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 873 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 84 pages
Lending : Enabled

One of the states that proudly boasts a substantial collection of these picturesque
bridges is New York. With its diverse landscapes ranging from lush countryside to
serene lakeshores, New York provides the perfect backdrop for these
architectural gems. For decades, these bridges have captivated the imagination
of both locals and tourists, and one photographer in particular dedicated his life to
capturing their essence.
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Introducing Harold Stiver

Harold Stiver, often referred to as "The Bridge Whisperer," was a renowned
photographer who dedicated his career to documenting the beauty of covered
bridges in New York. His exceptional talent and keen eye for detail allowed him to
capture the soul of these structures in a way that few others could.
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Stiver's journey began in the early 1980s when he stumbled upon a dilapidated
covered bridge during a road trip. Intrigued by its unique design and the stories it
whispered, he knew he had found his calling. From that moment on, Stiver
embarked on a lifelong mission to explore, photograph, and preserve New York's
covered bridges.

The Legacy Lives On

Throughout his career, Stiver meticulously documented over 100 covered bridges
across New York State. His photographs not only captured the architectural
beauty of these structures but also shed light on their historical significance and
cultural importance.

Stiver's prints quickly gained recognition, and his work was featured in numerous
exhibitions and publications. His ability to transport viewers to a different era,
where simplicity and craftsmanship prevailed, was unmatched. Stiver's
photographs served as a reminder of the rich heritage and craftsmanship that
defined New York's covered bridges.



While bridges might be seen as mere connectors between two points, Stiver's
work elevated them to symbols of unity and the beauty that can be found in
overlooked places. His photographs showcased the stunning landscapes that
surrounded these bridges, from the vibrant autumnal colors to the serene winter
snowfalls. Each image carried a story, inviting viewers to delve into the history
and atmosphere of these remarkable structures.

Exploring New York's Covered Bridges

If you're inspired by Harold Stiver's work and want to embark on your own journey
to explore New York's covered bridges, you're in for a treat. From the Hudson
Valley to the Finger Lakes region, here are a few notable bridges that should be
on your must-visit list:
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The Hyde Hall Covered Bridge - Located in Cooperstown, this bridge offers
stunning views of Lake Otsego and has been featured in numerous films and
television shows.

The Salisbury Center Covered Bridge - Situated in the charming town of
Salisbury, this bridge provides a glimpse into the simplicity of rural life.

The Blenheim Covered Bridge - Spanning the Schoharie Creek, this bridge is
one of the longest in New York State and showcases impressive 19th-
century craftsmanship.

The Rexleigh Covered Bridge - Nestled in Salem, this bridge is famous for its
picture-perfect setting, surrounded by lush greenery and rolling hills.

The Knox Covered Bridge - Known for its photogenic appeal, this bridge in
Westfield features a lattice design and offers a tranquil escape from the fast-
paced city life.

Visiting these bridges is like stepping into a time capsule, allowing you to
appreciate the ingenious engineering and timeless beauty they possess. Take a
camera along, and you might capture your own stunning images, adding to the
legacy left behind by Harold Stiver.

A Tribute to Enduring Frescoes

Unfortunately, not all of New York's covered bridges have stood the test of time.
As modern infrastructure took precedence, many of these cherished structures
were lost forever. However, thanks to photographers like Harold Stiver and the
efforts of preservation societies, their legacy is being kept alive through art,
exhibitions, and educational programs. Together, they ensure that the stories and
memories of these bridges remain intact for generations to come.



Harold Stiver's dedication to New York's covered bridges continues to inspire
countless individuals to explore and appreciate the hidden beauty that lies
beyond the familiar cityscape. Through his lens, he reminded us of the
importance of preserving these historic structures and the stories they tell. His
legacy lives on in the awe-inspiring images and enduring frescoes he left behind.

Unlocking New York's Hidden Treasures

As you embark on your own journey to discover New York's covered bridges,
remember the name Harold Stiver and the imprint he left on the state's cultural
heritage. His photographs serve as a gateway to an enchanting world that might
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otherwise go unnoticed. Let his art inspire you, and open your eyes to the
wonders that await just beyond the city limits.

So, what are you waiting for? Pack your bags, grab your camera, and set out on
a road trip that will take you back in time, through the captivating world of New
York's covered bridges. Unforgettable adventures and hidden treasures are
waiting to be discovered.
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PRICING REDUCED!! A Source book for Photographers and Explorers

Descriptions to all of New York's 25 Remaining Historic Covered Bridges, as well
as multiple photos of each one. GPS Positions and written directions. Photo tips
for each bridge. Self Guided Tours.

A short history of Covered Bridges in North America and a review of the various
Truss Types.
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