Nixon New York City And The Dawn Of The
White Working Class Revolution

Richard Nixon, one of the most controversial figures in American political history,
made a significant impact on the white working class during his time as President.
In this article, we will explore Nixon's influence on the white working class in New

York City and the dawn of a revolutionary period in American politics.

Nixon's rise to power took place against the backdrop of New York City in the
1960s and 1970s. The city was experiencing significant socio-economic changes,
with a growing working-class population facing various challenges. Nixon
recognized this discontent among the white working class and seized the

opportunity to connect with them using a combination of policies and rhetoric.
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The Economic Landscape

In the early 1970s, New York City was struggling economically. The
manufacturing industry, which had been the backbone of the city's economy, was
in decline. This situation led to a rise in unemployment rates, particularly among
the white working class. Nixon understood the frustration and disillusionment felt
by these individuals and promised to revive the economy and bring back jobs to

their neighborhoods.

To fulfill this promise, Nixon implemented policies such as the New York Plan,
which aimed to incentivize businesses to invest in the city and create job
opportunities. The plan included tax breaks and government-assisted loans for
companies willing to establish their operations in the city. This strategy appealed
to the white working class, who saw it as a glimmer of hope for their economic

stability.

The Law and Order Campaign
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Another key aspect of Nixon's appeal to the white working class was his focus on
law and order. The late 1960s were marked by social unrest and civil rights
movements, causing anxiety among many Americans. Nixon capitalized on this
by portraying himself as a candidate who would restore law and order, especially

in cities like New York that were experiencing high crime rates.

Nixon's tough-on-crime stance resonated heavily with the white working class,
who perceived themselves as the victims of crime and disorder. His rhetoric
convinced them that he would protect their communities and uphold their values,

effectively positioning himself as their champion.

The Southern Strategy

In addition to his economic and law and order policies, Nixon also employed a
political strategy known as the "Southern Strategy." This strategy aimed to
capitalize on racial tensions in the Southern states by appealing to white voters

who were opposed to the civil rights movement.

While New York City was not in the South, Nixon's use of racially divisive
language and imagery appealed to white working-class voters across the nation,
including those in New York. By appealing to their fears and prejudices, Nixon
was able to gain their support and further solidify his position as their chosen

candidate.

The Legacy of Nixon's Influence

Nixon's ability to connect with the white working class in New York City during his
presidency left a lasting impact on American politics. His successful endeavor to
unite this demographic through economic promises, a focus on law and order,

and the Southern Strategy set a precedent for future political campaigns.



The Nixon era marked the dawn of the white working class revolution, with these
voters becoming a crucial demographic in American politics. Their concerns and
preferences would continue to shape political discourse, leading to the rise of
populism and the prominence of similar appeals to this demographic in

subsequent elections.

In

Nixon's presidency coincided with a critical period in New York City's history, as
well as a shift in American politics. By recognizing and addressing the concerns
of the white working class in New York City, Nixon laid the groundwork for a white
working class revolution that would impact politics for years to come. The
economic policies, law and order campaign, and the implementation of the
Southern Strategy brought this demographic together and solidified their political

influence.

As time goes on, it is essential to understand the dynamics and complexities that
led to the rise of the white working class revolution during Nixon's presidency.
The legacy of this period continues to shape American politics and provides

valuable insights into the power of appealing to a specific demographic in political

campaigns.
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One of the New York Times "100 Notable Books of 2020.""Perhaps the best book
ever on how Democrats lost the white working class."

--James Carville

In May 1970, four days after Kent State, construction workers chased students
through downtown Manhattan, beating scores of protesters bloody. As hardhats
clashed with hippies, it soon became clear that something larger was underway--
Democrats were at war with themselves. In The Hardhat Riot, David Paul Kuhn
tells the fateful story of when the white working class first turned against
liberalism, when Richard Nixon seized the breach, and America was forever
changed. It was unthinkable one generation before: FDR's "forgotten man" siding
with the party of Big Business and, ultimately, paving the way for presidencies

from Ronald Reagan to Donald Trump.

This is the story of the schism that tore liberalism apart. In the shadow of the half-
built Twin Towers, on the same day the Knicks rallied against the odds and won
their first championship, we experience the tumult of Nixon's America and John
Lindsay's New York City, as festering division explodes into violence and Nixon's
advisors realize that the Democratic coalition has collapsed, that this is their

chance, because "these, quite candidly, are our people now."

In this riveting story--rooted in meticulous research, including thousands of pages
of never-before-seen records--we go back to a harrowing day that explains the

politics of today. We experience an emerging class conflict between two newly
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polarized Americas, and how it all boiled over on one brutal day, when the

Democratic Party's future was bludgeoned by its past.
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Richard Nixon, one of the most controversial figures in American political
history, made a significant impact on the white working class during his
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