
Over 700 Words And Phrases Of American
Slang From 1920-1929: A Decade of
Unforgettable Language
Step back in time to the 1920s, an era of jazz, flappers, and prohibition. It was a
decade that saw a remarkable shift in American culture, and with it came a wave
of new words and phrases that would forever shape the American vernacular.
From the speakeasies of New York City to the jazz clubs of Chicago, this was a
time when language exploded with creativity, capturing the spirit of an entire
generation.

In this article, we'll take a trip down memory lane and explore over 700 words and
phrases of American slang from the 1920s. Get ready to immerse yourself in the
language of the roaring twenties, where the past meets the present in a whirlwind
of words.

The Language of the Speakeasies

Perhaps no other aspect of the 1920s was more influential in shaping American
slang than the establishments known as speakeasies. These secret clubs, hidden
behind unmarked doors, emerged as a result of the Prohibition era, when the
production, sale, and transportation of alcoholic beverages were banned.
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Speakeasies quickly became a hub of rebellion, where people gathered to enjoy
illegal drinks, socialize, and dance to the rhythms of jazz. It was in these
underground havens that new words and phrases were born, often serving as
codes to communicate discreetly in order to avoid drawing unwanted attention
from authorities.

One such example is the phrase "spill the tea", which meant to reveal gossip or
secrets, a common occurrence in the speakeasies where people let loose and
shared information. Similarly, "giggle water" referred to alcoholic beverages,
serving as a playful way to discuss the forbidden drinks. These examples
highlight how slang was not only a form of communication but also a testament to
the resilience of the human spirit in the face of adversity.

From Flappers to Jazz Cats

The 1920s were also characterized by the rise of the flapper, a term used to
describe fashionable young women who rejected traditional societal norms.
Embracing a carefree and independent lifestyle, flappers became icons of the
era, complete with their own unique slang.
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Words like "bee's knees," "cat's pajamas," and "know your onions" were often
used to describe something or someone as exceptional or knowledgeable. They
exemplified the spirit of the flapper, who was daring, fashionable, and unafraid to
break free from societal constraints.

Jazz also played a significant role in shaping the slang of the 1920s. African
American musicians, who were at the forefront of the jazz movement, introduced
new words and phrases into the American lexicon. Terms like "hep" (meaning
stylish or knowledgeable) and "jive" (meaning to talk or joke) became popular
among jazz enthusiasts, eventually finding their way into mainstream slang.

From Charlie Chaplin to the Roadsters

Not all slang from the 1920s was confined to the world of speakeasies, flappers,
and jazz. The decade also witnessed significant advancements in technology,
entertainment, and fashion, all of which left their mark on the ever-evolving
language of the time.

Cinema was becoming a popular form of entertainment, with silent film stars like
Charlie Chaplin enchanting audiences. Phrases like "the bee's knees," "the cat's
whiskers," and "the elephant's adenoids" were used to express admiration for
someone or something, often drawing parallels to the beloved stars of the silver
screen.

The rise of the automobile industry in the 1920s also led to an explosion of car-
related slang. Words like "jalopy," "tin Lizzie," and "roadster" were used to
describe different types of cars, reflecting the fascination and enthusiasm people
had for this new form of transportation.

Preserving the Language of the 1920s



As time goes on, it becomes increasingly important to preserve the language of
bygone eras. The slang of the 1920s captures the spirit of an unforgettable
decade, immortalizing the struggles, triumphs, and cultural shifts of the time.

Through films, literature, and personal accounts, we can continue to appreciate
the unique language that emerged during this period. With over 700 words and
phrases of American slang from the 1920s, we have a treasure trove of language
that paints a vivid picture of an era that will forever be remembered as the roaring
twenties.

So, let's raise a glass of giggle water and delve into the language of the 1920-
1929, a decade of slang that continues to captivate and define an entire
generation.
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Over 700 words and phrases of slang from the Jazz Age (1920 - 1929). This is a
great reference to use for fun!
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You will find this pocket guide great for:

*Quick Reference
*Murder Mystery Parties
*Theme Parties
*Reference for Writing (e.g. stories, plays, etc.)
*Fun!
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