
Planner's Guide To Land Use Law

What is Land Use Law?

Land use law refers to the legal framework that governs how land can be utilized
within a particular jurisdiction. It regulates the activities, developments, and
changes that can occur on a piece of land, considering factors such as zoning,
permits, environmental impact, and community planning.

Why is Land Use Law Important?

Land use law plays a crucial role in maintaining a balanced and sustainable
development of cities and regions. It ensures that land is used in a way that
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promotes economic growth, protects the environment, and enhances the quality
of life for communities.
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Understanding Zoning

One of the key components of land use law is zoning. Zoning divides a
jurisdiction into different districts with specific regulations regarding the types of
land uses allowed in each zone. These zones can be residential, commercial,
industrial, or recreational, among others. Zoning aims to prevent incompatible
land uses and maintain the character and integrity of specific areas.

The Role of Permits

Obtaining permits is an essential part of complying with land use law. Depending
on the proposed land use and the specific regulations of the jurisdiction,
individuals or organizations may need to apply for permits to make changes or
develop a piece of land. These permits ensure that development adheres to the
established guidelines and protects the interests of the community.

Environmental Considerations
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Land use law takes into account the environmental impact of various activities
and developments. It aims to protect natural resources, minimize pollution, and
preserve biodiversity. Environmental assessments and impact studies form an
integral part of the decision-making process when evaluating proposed land uses.

Community Planning

Community planning is a collaborative effort between planners, government
officials, and community members to design and shape the development of cities
and regions. Land use law provides a framework for community planning,
ensuring that decisions reflect the values, needs, and aspirations of the local
population.

The Legal Process

When conflicts or disputes arise regarding land use, the legal process comes into
play. Land use law governs how these conflicts are resolved, from mediation and
negotiation to administrative hearings and courts. Clear guidelines and
procedures help protect the rights of all parties involved while upholding the
principles of fair and equitable land use.

The Role of Planners

Planners play a crucial role in implementing and interpreting land use law. They
collaborate with developers, government agencies, and the community to ensure
that land use decisions align with the goals and guidelines established by the law.
Planners provide expertise and guidance throughout the planning and
development process to create sustainable and vibrant communities.

Understanding land use law is essential for effective urban and regional planning.
It provides a comprehensive framework for balancing the interests of various
stakeholders while promoting sustainable development and preserving the



environment. Planners, as key players in the land use process, need to be well-
versed in the legal aspects to create thriving communities for the present and
future generations.
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Efforts to teach students pursuing graduate degrees in urban and regional
planning are often frustrated by the "case books" that have been prepared for use
by law professors teaching similar courses. 　Dawn Jourdan and Eric J. Strauss
have attempted to take their concerns to heart in the design of this Planning for
Wicked Problems: A Planner's Guide to Land Use Law.

Each chapter begins with a planning problem that is complex and has no
"correct" answer.　 Students should answer this hypothetical before reading
the subsequent sections of each of the chapters.

The second section of each chapter provides a primer for each topic.　 This
primer is meant to summarize the basic principles of the law and to identify
the types of questions relevant to planners when such issues arise.　
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The third section of each chapter includes a series of edited court opinions.　 
The cases selected have been identified by American Institute of Certified
Planners as those fundamental to planning education.

Each chapter concludes with an answer to the proposed wicked planning
problem.　

Planning for Wicked Problems has been written to demonstrate to future planners
how the law may be a useful tool in helping them invent solutions to wicked
planning problems. The book features a companion website for additional study
and review.
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