
Race Ethnicity Nation: The Du Bois Lectures
19

Are you interested in exploring the complexities of race, ethnicity, and nation?
Look no further! The Du Bois Lectures 19 offer a profound and thought-provoking
examination of these topics. Held annually, the Du Bois Lectures have become a
renowned platform for critical discussions on race and social justice. This article
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will provide a detailed overview of the captivating lectures, covering key themes
and insights presented by esteemed scholars and experts.

Understanding the Du Bois Lectures

The Du Bois Lectures were established in honor of W.E.B Du Bois, a prominent
African-American sociologist, historian, and civil rights activist. Du Bois dedicated
his life to shedding light on the complexities of racial inequality and promoting
racial justice. The Du Bois Lectures continue his legacy by providing a platform
for academics, activists, and intellectuals from around the world to discuss and
analyze race, ethnicity, and nation.
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Exploring Key Themes

The Du Bois Lectures 19 delve into various key themes, breaking down the
intricate interplay between race, ethnicity, and nation. Exploring these themes
allows for a better understanding of the challenges faced by diverse communities
and the steps needed to address them.
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1. Intersectionality

One of the central themes explored in the lectures is intersectionality.
Intersectionality acknowledges that individuals face multiple forms of
discrimination due to the intersection of their race, ethnicity, gender, and other
social identities. The lectures offer deep insights into how these different aspects
of identity intertwine and influence experiences of discrimination and privilege.

2. Nationalism and Identity

Another fascinating topic examined in the Du Bois Lectures is the relationship
between nationalism and identity. The lectures analyze how nationhood and
belonging shape individual and collective identities, and how these identities can
be both inclusive and exclusive. Understanding the nuances of national identity is
crucial in promoting social cohesion and combating xenophobia and
ethnocentrism.

3. Colonialism and Postcolonialism

Colonialism and postcolonialism are also extensively discussed in the lectures.
Scholars shed light on the lasting impacts of colonialism on race relations and
explore the ways in which postcolonial societies grapple with legacies of
oppression. These discussions contribute to a deeper understanding of the global
implications of colonialism and the need for decolonization efforts.

4. Racial Inequality and Social Justice

Addressing racial inequality and promoting social justice are at the core of the Du
Bois Lectures. Experts examine the structural and systemic factors that
perpetuate racial discrimination, while offering potential solutions and strategies
for change. These lectures aim to inspire action and empower individuals to
challenge oppression in their respective contexts.



Renowned Speakers and Thought-Provoking Discussions

The Du Bois Lectures 19 attract distinguished speakers and scholars from
various academic disciplines. Their expertise and insights provide a rich and
diverse perspective on race, ethnicity, and nation. Past lecturers include leading
intellectuals such as Angela Davis, Cornel West, and bell hooks.

Each lecture is accompanied by interactive panel discussions and Q&A sessions,
fostering engaging conversations and critical reflections. Attendees have the
opportunity to actively engage with the speakers and share their own
perspectives, creating a vibrant intellectual environment.

The Du Bois Lectures 19 offer an exceptional opportunity to immerse yourself in
the complex dynamics of race, ethnicity, and nation. By attending these lectures,
you will gain valuable insights, expand your understanding of social justice
issues, and be inspired to take action towards a more inclusive and equitable
society.

Join us at the next Du Bois Lectures and be a part of this transformative
experience!
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“Given the current political conditions, these lectures on race, ethnicity, and
nation, delivered by Stuart Hall almost a quarter of a century ago, may be even
more timely today.”—Angela Y. Davis

In The Fateful Triangle—drawn from lectures delivered at Harvard University in
1994—one of the founding figures of cultural studies reflects on the divisive, often
deadly consequences of our contemporary politics of identification. As he
untangles the power relations that permeate categories of race, ethnicity, and
nationhood, Stuart Hall shows how old hierarchies of human identity in Western
culture were forcefully broken apart when oppressed groups introduced new
meanings to the representation of difference.

From the Renaissance to the Enlightenment, the concept of race stressed
distinctions of color as fixed and unchangeable. But for Hall, twentieth-century
redefinitions of blackness reveal how identities and attitudes can be transformed
through the medium of language itself. Like the “badge of color” W. E. B. Du Bois
evoked in the anticolonial era, “black” became a sign of solidarity for Caribbean
and South Asian migrants who fought discrimination in 1980s Britain. Hall sees
such manifestations of “new ethnicities” as grounds for optimism in the face of
worldwide fundamentalisms that respond with fear to social change.

Migration was at the heart of Hall’s diagnosis of the global predicaments taking
shape around him. Explaining more than two decades ago why migrants are the
target of new nationalisms, Hall’s prescient vision helps us to understand today’s
crisis of liberal democracy. As he challenges us to find sustainable ways of living
with difference, Hall gives us the concept of diaspora as a metaphor with which to
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enact fresh possibilities for redefining nation, race, and identity in the twenty-first
century.
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