Race Science And America Unburied Dead:
Unveiling the Dark History and Present
Consequences

In the shadows of American history lie buried stories, silenced voices, and
distorted scientific theories that have contributed to the entwined narratives of
race and inequality. These stories speak of a dark past when 'race science' was
used to justify discrimination, perpetuate stereotypes, and promote inequality. As
we unbury the dead, we must confront the consequences of these dangerous

ideologies on America's past, present, and future.

The Rise and Fall of Race Science

The concept of race, as a biologically significant division of humanity, gained
prominence during the Enlightenment era. Men like Carl Linnaeus and Johann
Friedrich Blumenbach classified people into distinct races based on physical
characteristics. These early taxonomies set the foundation for scientific racism

and its impact on shaping our society's perceptions.

Race science reached its peak in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Prominent scientists, including Samuel George Morton and Francis Galton, used
physical measurements and cranial studies to support notions of racial
superiority. These ideas fueled ideological movements like Social Darwinism and

eugenics, leading to policies that reinforced racial segregation and sterilization.
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The Legacy of Racial Pseudoscience

The consequences of race science can still be felt today. Its influence on policies,
such as redlining and mass incarceration, has perpetuated racial inequalities. The
false premise of inherent racial differences provided a scientific veneer for

discrimination and served as a justification for maintaining power imbalances.

Furthermore, the psychological impact of race science has left indelible scars on
communities. The perpetuation of racial stereotypes has led to prejudice and
systemic bias, affecting the opportunities and lives of marginalized individuals.
The unearthing of this dark history helps us understand the roots of injustice and

provides a foundation for actively dismantling discriminatory systems.

Reckoning with the Past for a Brighter Future

America must confront its unburied dead to pave the way for a more equitable
future. Recognizing the harm caused by race science is the first step towards
dismantling its remnants. Education about the historical context and social
implications of race science is crucial to fostering empathy, understanding, and

tolerance in society.
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In addition, promoting diverse perspectives and amplifying marginalized voices is
vital to challenge the prevailing narratives. By elevating the stories and
experiences often buried by race science, we can validate the humanity and

agency of everyone, irrespective of race.

Moving Forward: The Path to Redemption

To atone for the sins of the past, policies must be implemented to rectify racial
injustices. This involves addressing systemic inequalities in education,
healthcare, employment, and criminal justice. Only through conscious efforts can

we ensure a more inclusive and just society for all.

Unearthing the dark history of race science and acknowledging its insidious
consequences is not an easy task. It requires confronting uncomfortable truths
and challenging deeply ingrained beliefs. However, it is a necessary journey to
undertake if we are to truly confront and dismantle the legacy of racial inequality

in America.

Race science's long shadow continues to cast darkness over our society.

Acknowledging its role in promoting discrimination and inequality allows us to set
a new course, one that seeks justice, equality, and liberation for all. By unburying
the dead, we can empower ourselves with knowledge and work towards building

a future where race science remains buried, and all voices are heard and valued.
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When Philadelphia naturalist Samuel George Morton died in 1851, no one cut off
his head, boiled away its flesh, and added his grinning skull to a collection of
crania. It would have been strange, but perhaps fitting, had Morton’s skull wound
up in a collector’s cabinet, for Morton himself had collected hundreds of skulls
over the course of a long career. Friends, diplomats, doctors, soldiers, and fellow
naturalists sent him skulls they gathered from battlefields and burial grounds

across America and around the world.

With The Skull Collectors, eminent historian Ann Fabian resurrects that popular
and scientific movement, telling the strange—and at times gruesome —story of
Morton, his contemporaries, and their search for a scientific foundation for racial
difference. From cranial measurements and museum shelves to heads on stakes,
bloody battlefields, and the “rascally pleasure” of grave robbing, Fabian paints a
lively picture of scientific inquiry in service of an agenda of racial superiority, and
of a society coming to grips with both the deadly implications of manifest destiny
and the mass slaughter of the Civil War. Even as she vividly recreates the past,
Fabian also deftly traces the continuing implications of this history, from lingering
traces of scientific racism to debates over the return of the remains of Native

Americans that are held by museums to this day.

Full of anecdotes, oddities, and insights, The Skull Collectors takes readers on a
darkly fascinating trip down a little-visited but surprisingly important byway of

American history.
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