
Restoring Rhetorical Relations At The Carlisle
Indian School
The Carlisle Indian Industrial School holds a significant place in American history.
Founded in 1879 by Richard Henry Pratt, this off-reservation boarding school
aimed to assimilate Native American children into mainstream white society. The
school's methods, however, disrupted the cultural and familial ties of indigenous
communities, leading to negative consequences that still echo today.

It is of utmost importance to understand the complex historical context
surrounding the Carlisle Indian School. By examining this troubled past, we can
begin to restore rhetorical relations and foster healing among those affected by
the school's policies. This article delves into the stories of Native American
individuals who attended the institution, shedding light on the experiences they
endured and the long-lasting impact it had on their lives.

The Assimilation Era

The Carlisle Indian School operated during the height of the assimilationist
movement, with the belief that eradicating indigenous cultures and languages
would lead to progress and unity. With this mindset, Pratt implemented strict
disciplinary measures, enforced the use of English, and forced students to adopt
European-American hairstyles and clothing.
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However, resistance and resilience were prevalent among the students. Many
found ways to preserve their cultures and traditions, even in the face of adversity.
This resilience exemplifies the strength and perseverance of Native American
communities.

Unearthing Untold Stories

Over the years, the narratives of individuals who attended the Carlisle Indian
School have been overshadowed by dominant historical accounts. The
experiences of Native American students were often silenced or misrepresented,
perpetuating harmful stereotypes and biases against indigenous peoples.

Restoring rhetorical relations means giving voice to these untold stories and
acknowledging the pain and trauma endured by Native American individuals at
the school. By centering their narratives, we can work towards rectifying historical
injustices and fostering reconciliation. Through oral histories, archival
documentation, and personal testimonies, we can piece together a more
comprehensive understanding of the school's impact.

Healing and Reconciliation
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The process of restoring rhetorical relations at the Carlisle Indian School involves
acknowledging the past, addressing historical trauma, and promoting healing and
reconciliation. This can be achieved through various means, such as establishing
memorial sites, organizing cultural events, and supporting Native American
communities in their efforts to reclaim their heritage and promote education about
their history.

Additionally, educational initiatives that accurately present the experiences of
Native American students can contribute to a more inclusive and accurate
portrayal of history. By reevaluating the curriculum and incorporating diverse
perspectives, we can challenge existing narratives, dismantle stereotypes, and
build a more equitable society.

Towards a Brighter Future

Restoring rhetorical relations at the Carlisle Indian School is an ongoing process
that requires active engagement and commitment. By acknowledging the past
and fostering healing, we can pave the way for a brighter future where the voices
and experiences of Native American individuals are respected, elevated, and
celebrated.

Together, we can strive towards a society that recognizes the complexity of
history, promotes cultural understanding, and values the diversity of our nation.
Restoring rhetorical relations at the Carlisle Indian School is not only a step
towards reconciliation but also a crucial endeavor to learn from our past and
create a more inclusive future.

Alt Attribute Keyword: Restoring Rhetorical Relations At The
Carlisle Indian School - Understanding the Impact
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Between 1879 and 1918, the Carlisle Indian Industrial School housed over
10,000 students and served as a prototype for boarding schools on and off
reservations across the continent. Writing Their Bodies analyzes pedagogical
philosophies and curricular materials through the perspective of written and visual
student texts created during the school’s first three-year term. Using archival and
decolonizing methodologies, Sarah Klotz historicizes remedial literacy education
and proposes new ways of reading Indigenous rhetorics to expand what we know
about the Native American textual tradition.

 

This approach tracks the relationship between curriculum and resistance and
enumerates an anti-assimilationist methodology for teachers and scholars of
writing in contemporary classrooms. From the Carlisle archive emerges the
concept of a rhetoric of relations, a set of Native American communicative
practices that circulates in processes of intercultural interpretation and world-
making. Klotz explores how embodied and material practices allowed Indigenous
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rhetors to maintain their cultural identities in the off-reservation boarding school
system and critiques the settler fantasy of benevolence that propels
assimilationist models of English education.

 

Writing Their Bodies moves beyond language and literacy education where
educators standardize and limit their students’ means of communication and
describes the extraordinary expressive repositories that Indigenous rhetors draw
upon to survive, persist, and build futures in colonial institutions of education.
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