
Should We Gloss Over The Truth? Writing
Tips For The Good And Not So Good
:

When it comes to writing, many authors find themselves faced with the dilemma
of whether to present the truth as it is or to sugarcoat it for the sake of audience
reception. The concept of glossing over the truth has been a topic of debate for
writers, journalists, and content creators for ages. In this article, we will delve into
the pros and cons of both approaches, offering valuable writing tips for those who
aim to convey honesty and authenticity in their work.

What Does It Mean to Gloss Over the Truth?

Glossing over the truth refers to the act of presenting information, events, or
experiences in a way that downplays or hides certain aspects, often with the
intention of creating a more positive or favorable narrative. This can be seen in
various forms of media, including news articles, creative writing, marketing
campaigns, and even personal storytelling.
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On one hand, proponents argue that glossing over the truth can protect sensitive
audiences, maintain harmony, or prevent unnecessary panic. However, critics
argue that doing so sacrifices the essence of truth and compromises journalistic
integrity or authentic storytelling.

The Good: When Glossing Over the Truth is Justifiable

There are instances where glossing over the truth can be seen as a justifiable
practice, especially when dealing with certain topics that require sensitivity. Below
are a few situations where it may be appropriate:

1. Protecting Vulnerable Audiences

In cases where the information being presented could potentially harm or
negatively impact vulnerable individuals or groups, exercising caution is
necessary. This includes situations involving children, victims of traumatic events,
or those facing psychological challenges. By avoiding explicit or graphic details,
writers can ensure that their audience is not unduly distressed or harmed by the
content.

2. Maintaining Social Harmony

In certain social or political climates, presenting the truth without reservation can
lead to unrest or conflicts between diverse groups. In such cases, writers may
choose to carefully frame their message, emphasizing unifying aspects or
common ground to promote social harmony. This approach aims to bridge gaps,
promote understanding, and foster a united community.

3. Preserving Privacy
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Respecting an individual's or community's privacy sometimes necessitates
withholding or obscuring certain details. In situations where divulging the
complete truth may infringe upon personal boundaries, writers can strike a
delicate balance between providing informative content and respecting the
anonymity or confidentiality of those involved.

The Not So Good: The Pitfalls of Glossing Over the Truth

Glossing over the truth may be justifiable in specific circumstances, but it is not
without its downsides. Here are some of the potential pitfalls of this approach:

1. Misleading the Audience

When information is intentionally omitted or altered to create a desired narrative,
it can mislead the audience and distort their perception of reality. This
undermines the trust between writers and their readers, ultimately eroding the
credibility of the content. Writers should strive to avoid this pitfall by ensuring the
accuracy and transparency of their work.

2. Undermining Authenticity

Honesty and authenticity are crucial aspects of effective communication. By
glossing over the truth, writers risk diluting or completely erasing the raw, genuine
emotions and experiences that form the foundation of impactful storytelling. It is
through truth-telling that readers can connect deeply with narratives and gain
valuable insights.

3. Reinforcing Biases and Ignorance

When uncomfortable truths are deliberately glossed over, important societal
issues and conversations can be swept under the rug. This perpetuates
ignorance and hinders progress. Writers have a responsibility to challenge



biases, provoke critical thoughts, and contribute to the growth of knowledge and
understanding.

Writing Tips: Striking the Right Balance

For writers who aim to maintain honesty without causing unnecessary distress,
there are several strategies to strike the right balance:

1. Consider Your Target Audience

Understanding your target audience is essential. Different demographics have
varying levels of tolerance and sensitivities. Tailor your approach accordingly,
ensuring that you don't alienate or overly shelter your readers.

2. Be Mindful of Intention

Examine your motives when deciding whether to gloss over the truth. Are you
seeking to manipulate or merely protect? Reflecting on your intention can help
you make more ethical writing choices.

3. Use Descriptive Language

When discussing sensitive or uncomfortable topics, employ descriptive language
that conveys the gravity or depth of the subject matter without resorting to graphic
or explicit details. This allows readers to engage emotionally without feeling
overwhelmed.

4. Provide Context and Multiple Perspectives

Ensure that your work provides sufficient context and includes diverse
perspectives on the subject. This allows readers to form their own informed
opinions and encourages critical thinking.

5. Fact-Check and Cite Reliable Sources



Building trust with your audience is vital. Fact-check all information and cite
reliable sources to distinguish your work from sensational or biased writing.

The question of whether we should gloss over the truth in our writing is a complex
and nuanced one. While there are situations where it may be justified, writers
must be cautious of the potential risks involved in compromising honesty and
authenticity. By striking the right balance and following the provided writing tips,
writers can navigate this challenging terrain, ensuring their work resonates with
readers while maintaining the integrity of their craft.
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Being dead doesn’t magically erase the past. Honoring a legacy requires honestly
engaging with it. If we don’t do it at the very ceremony intended to commemorate
a life, when are we supposed to do it.
I know that I’ll be treading on a few toes by saying this, but quite frankly I think
that Catholic funerals have gone right off the rails!
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