
Small Animal Oncology: An Introduction for
Pet Owners
As pet owners, we strive to provide the best care and treatment for our furry
companions. Unfortunately, just like humans, animals can also be diagnosed with
cancer. Small animal oncology is a field of veterinary medicine that focuses on
the diagnosis, treatment, and management of cancer in pets. In this
comprehensive guide, we will introduce you to the basics of small animal
oncology, discuss common types of cancer in pets, and provide information on
the available treatment options.

Understanding Small Animal Oncology

Small animal oncology encompasses the study and management of cancer in
cats, dogs, and other small pets. Cancer is the uncontrolled growth of abnormal
cells that have the ability to invade and destroy surrounding tissues. It can
develop in various parts of your pet's body, including the lymph nodes, skin,
bones, organs, and blood.

One of the most crucial aspects of small animal oncology is early detection.
Regular veterinary check-ups and screenings play a vital role in identifying
potential cancerous growths at their earliest stages, increasing the chances of
successful treatment.
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Common Types of Cancer in Pets

Just like humans, pets can be affected by a wide range of cancer types. Some of
the most common types include:

1. Lymphoma: This cancer affects the lymphocytes, immune cells responsible
for fighting infections. Lymphoma can occur in various organs and is often
characterized by swollen lymph nodes, loss of appetite, and weight loss.

2. Melanoma: Melanoma is a type of skin cancer that affects both cats and
dogs. It typically occurs in pigmented skin areas and may manifest as dark
lumps, ulcers, or discoloration. Early detection is crucial for successful
treatment.

3. Osteosarcoma: Osteosarcoma is a bone cancer that primarily affects large
dog breeds. It typically develops in the long bones and may cause lameness,
swelling, and pain in the affected area.

4. Hemangiosarcoma: Hemangiosarcoma is a malignant tumor that originates
in the blood vessels. It commonly affects the spleen, liver, or heart, and may
lead to internal bleeding and organ failure if left untreated.
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Treatment Options for Small Animal Cancer

The treatment approach for small animal cancer varies depending on factors
such as the type, stage, and location of the tumor, as well as the overall health of
the pet. A comprehensive treatment plan may involve one or a combination of the
following:

1. Surgery: Surgical removal of the tumor is a common approach for localized
cancers. It aims to remove the tumor completely, preventing its spread. In
some cases, amputation of affected limbs may be necessary.

2. Chemotherapy: Chemotherapy involves the use of drugs to kill cancer cells
or slow down their growth. It is commonly used in cases where cancer has
spread or cannot be surgically removed. Chemotherapy is often well-
tolerated in pets, and side effects can be managed.

3. Radiation Therapy: Radiation therapy uses high-energy beams to destroy
cancer cells and shrink tumors. It is often utilized for localized tumors that
cannot be surgically removed.

4. Immunotherapy: Immunotherapy involves stimulating the pet's own immune
system to fight against cancer cells. It can be used as a standalone
treatment or in combination with other therapies.

Supportive Care and Prognosis

In addition to the primary treatment, supportive care is essential to maintain your
pet's overall well-being. This can include pain management, nutritional support,
and palliative care to improve their quality of life during treatment.

The prognosis for pets with cancer can vary widely depending on multiple factors.
Early detection, the type and stage of cancer, and the effectiveness of treatment
can greatly impact the overall outcome. It is crucial to have open and honest



discussions with your veterinarian to understand the prognosis and make
informed decisions about your pet's care.

Small animal oncology is a complex and evolving field that aims to provide
effective and compassionate care for pets diagnosed with cancer. Recognizing
the signs of cancer and seeking prompt veterinary attention can significantly
improve the chances of successful treatment. Remember, you are not alone in
this journey, and your veterinarian will guide you every step of the way, ensuring
the best possible care for your beloved furry friend.
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A highly practical guide suitable for in-clinic reference, Small Animal Oncology
has been designed for maximum ease of use and accessibility of information.
Whilst giving clear and up-to-date briefing for the busy practitioner, it also is a
valuable resource to the student with a special interest in oncology. This gives an
overview of cancer biology and explains the principles of available therapies.
There is up to date discussion on new and developing techniques and
treatments, and guidance on when these are indicated. The book covers all
common, most less common and some rare aspects of small animal oncology.
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accompanying Evolve website includes over 20 clinical cases to try your
knowledge

all-round practical, useful, every day essential guide to small animal
oncology

schematic approach gives quick access to information when you need it

explains biology and the basic principles as well as indicating treatment
options
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