
The 7 Principles That Govern the English Law
of Obligations
When it comes to the legal system, understanding the principles that govern its
various branches is crucial. In this article, we will delve into the principles of the
English Law of Obligations and explore how they shape the legal landscape of
the country.

1. Contractual Obligations

One of the fundamental principles of the English Law of Obligations is the
concept of contractual obligations. Contracts form the basis of numerous
transactions in our society, and they are legally binding agreements between two
or more parties. Whether it's a business transaction or a personal agreement,
understanding contractual obligations is vital to ensuring compliance with the law.
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2. Tortious Obligations

Tort law governs civil wrongs or injuries caused by one person to another. It
includes a wide range of situations, including negligence, battery, and
defamation. Tortious obligations aim to provide compensation for those who have
suffered harm due to the actions or omissions of others. Understanding these
obligations is essential for both individuals and businesses to ensure they are
held accountable for any damages caused.
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3. Restitutionary Obligations

Restitutionary obligations arise when there is a need to restore or compensate for
a benefit received unjustly. This principle ensures that individuals or entities do
not profit from their unjust actions. Whether it's the return of stolen property or the
reimbursement of funds obtained through fraud, understanding restitutionary
obligations is vital for upholding fairness and justice.
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4. Equitable Obligations

Equitable obligations refer to those arising from principles of equity rather than
common law. Equity is used when legal remedies are insufficient or when there is
a need for fairness in a particular situation. Equitable obligations ensure that
individuals are treated fairly and prevent any undue advantage or oppression.

5. Statutory Obligations

Statutory obligations are duties imposed by legislation. These obligations are put
in place to provide guidance and regulation in various areas of life, such as
employment, health and safety, and consumer protection. Understanding and
complying with statutory obligations is crucial to avoid legal consequences and
ensure the well-being of individuals and society as a whole.

6. Quasi-Contractual Obligations

Quasi-contractual obligations are obligations that arise when there is no formal
agreement between the parties involved. These obligations are based on the
principle of unjust enrichment, where one party benefits at the expense of another
without a legal basis. Understanding quasi-contractual obligations is necessary to
ensure fair outcomes in situations where there is no explicit contract but an
obligation still exists.



7. Proprietary Obligations

Proprietary obligations are obligations that pertain to property rights. They deal
with the legal rights and responsibilities relating to the ownership, use, and
transfer of property. Understanding proprietary obligations is crucial for individuals
and businesses engaging in property transactions to protect their interests and
ensure compliance with the law.
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The principles of the English Law of Obligations play a crucial role in shaping the
legal system of the country. From contractual and tortious obligations to equitable
and statutory obligations, each principle ensures fairness, justice, and
accountability in different areas of our lives. Understanding these principles is
essential for individuals, businesses, and legal professionals to navigate the
intricate web of obligations and to uphold the rule of law.

Now that you have a better understanding of the principles that govern the
English Law of Obligations, you will be better equipped to protect your rights and
fulfill your responsibilities.
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acknowledged experts, the chapters give a clear, simple, and accurate overview
of the guiding principles and rules of the

FREE

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/dnmyx/Principles-of-the-English-Law-of-Obligations.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/dnmyx/Principles-of-the-English-Law-of-Obligations.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/dnmyx/Principles-of-the-English-Law-of-Obligations.pdf


English law of obligations, including contract and tort, which are compulsory
subjects for law degrees and on professional courses. Whether looking for an
accessible, conceptual to the area or a handy revision reference, students will
find this book invaluable.
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