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‘One of football’s great mavericks.’

Football legends usually embark on their career with a burning passion for the
sport from a young age. However, there are rare cases of individuals who

stumble into the world of football almost by accident, and yet they manage to
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leave an indelible mark on the game. One such astonishing story belongs to Pat

Nevin, the accidental footballer who went on to become a sporting legend.

A Musical Journey Cut Short
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Before making his name on the football pitch, Pat Nevin had a different path

planned for himself. Born on September 6, 1963, in Glasgow, Scotland, Nevin
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was a gifted musician. He played in a band called "The Young Bucks" during his
teenage years and had dreams of becoming a rock star. However, fate had a

different plan in store for him.

While playing for his local amateur football team, Nevin caught the attention of
talent scouts who saw his speed, agility, and natural talent with the ball. His
innate ability to dribble past defenders made him stand out from the crowd. The
scouts convinced him to give football a try, and despite being hesitant at first, he

decided to grab the opportunity.

A Meteoric Rise

Nevin's transition from music to football turned out to be a stroke of genius. He
quickly rose through the ranks, impressing coaches and players alike with his skill
and determination. After playing for his local team, Arthurlie juniors, he signed his

first professional contract with Clyde FC in 1981.



However, it was at Chelsea, where Nevin truly made his mark. He joined the club
in 1983 and quickly became a fan favorite. Nevin's electrifying style of play
mesmerized spectators, who couldn't get enough of his mesmerizing dribbling

and lightning-fast runs down the wing.

His journey in professional football was not without hurdles. Nevin was known for

his slight stature, which drew skepticism from some critics who doubted his ability
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to compete at the highest level. However, he silenced his doubters with his

exceptional technique and tenacity on the field.

The Accidental Legend

As the years passed, Nevin continued to excel, and his reputation as a footballer
grew. He became an integral part of the Scottish national team and represented

them in several international tournaments.
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Off the field, Nevin's intelligence and passion for the arts shone through. He
obtained a degree in economics and pursued a career in journalism, providing

insightful analysis and commentary on the beautiful game.

Nevin's influence extended beyond his playing days. His unique style of play,
characterized by flair and creativity, inspired a new generation of footballers who
sought to replicate his moves. His impact on the game is still felt to this day, with

many young players citing Nevin as their idol.

A Legacy of Inspiration

While Pat Nevin may have stumbled into football by accident, he left an indelible
mark that goes far beyond the field. His story serves as a reminder that life can
take unexpected turns, and it is our ability to adapt and embrace opportunities
that define our destiny. Nevin proved that pursuing your passion, even if it isn't

the path you originally planned for, can lead to greatness.

Today, Pat Nevin continues to be involved in football as a respected analyst. His
contributions to the game, both on and off the field, have earned him a place in
the hearts of football fans worldwide. As the accidental footballer turned sporting

legend, his legacy will continue to inspire generations to come.

"Football is an art, and like any art, it requires creativity and imagination. Pat
Nevin was a true artist on the field, weaving his magic and leaving a lasting

impression on everyone who watched him play." - Sir Alex Ferguson
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'A heroic outsider - a pleasure to read.' - TheGuardian

'A fulsome evocation of football before the Premier League.' - The i

'Such a good storyteller...joyous.' - Financial Times

'Honest, raw, revealing and very funny. How to live a life and career to the full.
Insightful book about the most successful outsider inside football ever..."' - Henry
Winter, Chief Football Writer, The Times

'Pat is a wonderful one-off...and this is the story of why that is.' - John Murray,
Chief Sports Correspondent, BBC Radio 5 Live

'Unusually vibrant and elegant with heroic doses of humour, insight and self-
effacement, this is an absolute must-read for the football connoisseur.' - Omid
Djalili
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'The biggest influence of my professional career both on and off the pitch.' -

Graeme Le Saux

'l grew up captivated by Pat Nevin the player. As a man he taught me even more
about the beauty of the game. One of football's great mavericks, and Chelsea's

greatest players. And he can spin a mean tune t00.' - Sam Matterface

'l used to walk miles to see Pat Nevin play football and I'd do the same now to

read his thoughts. Always challenging, always entertaining.' - Lord Sebastian Coe

'A refreshingly honest and thought-provoking autobiography. As deftly delivered
as some of Pat's ball skills in his 1980's heyday.' - ToffeeWeb

Pat Nevin never wanted to be a professional footballer.

His future was clear, he'd become a teacher like his brothers. There was only one

problem with this - Pat was far too good to avoid attention.

Raised in Glasgow's East End, Pat loved the game, playing for hours and
obsessively following Celtic. But as he grew up, he also loved Joy Division,
wearing his Indie 'gloom boom' coat and going on marches - hardly typical

footballer behaviour!

Placed firmly in the 80s and 90s, before the advent of the Premier League, and
often with racism and violence present, Pat Nevin writes with honesty, insight and
wry humour. We are transported vividly to Chelsea and Everton, and colourfully

diverted by John Peel, Morrissey and nights out at the Hacienda.

The Accidental Footballer is a different kind of football memaoir. Capturing all the

joys of professional football as well as its contradictions and conflicts, it's about



being defined by your actions, not your job, and is the perfect reminder of how life

can throw you the most extraordinary surprises, when you least expect it.
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