
The Best Beloved Thing Is Justice: The Key to
a Harmonious Society
Justice is a concept that has been deeply rooted in human society since ancient
times. It is the cornerstone of a fair and balanced society where everyone is
treated equally. When we think of justice, we often envision a courtroom, a judge,
and a jury, but the concept goes far beyond the legal system. Justice permeates
every aspect of our lives, from social interactions to global affairs. It is the best
beloved thing that ensures a harmonious society for all.

What exactly is justice? In its simplest form, justice is the quality of being fair and
reasonable, upholding moral righteousness. It is the act of treating others with
respect, dignity, and equality. Justice strives to create a society where every
individual has an equal chance at success, regardless of their background or
circumstances.

In today's world, justice is more important than ever. We live in a diverse and
interconnected society where inequality and injustice still persist. It is not enough
to simply acknowledge these issues; action must be taken to address them.
When justice is lacking, society becomes fragmented, and individuals are left
feeling marginalized and unheard.
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Justice extends beyond the individual and encompasses societal structures. It
calls for creating systems that are equitable and just. It means ensuring fair
access to education, healthcare, and opportunities for all. It means holding those
in positions of power accountable for their actions and decisions.

The Importance of Justice in Social Interactions

Justice is not solely the responsibility of the legal system; it is also essential in our
day-to-day interactions. When we treat others justly, we foster an atmosphere of
trust and respect. It creates a sense of belonging and community, where
everyone feels valued and heard.

Justice in social interactions means treating others as equals, regardless of their
race, ethnicity, gender, or social status. It means being empathetic and
compassionate towards others' experiences and challenges. It means actively
listening to diverse perspectives and nurturing an inclusive environment where
everyone feels safe to express themselves.

By prioritizing justice in our interpersonal relationships, we can build strong and
resilient communities. We can work together to tackle societal issues, stand up
against discrimination, and create lasting change.

Justice and Global Affairs

Justice is not limited to local or societal interactions; it also plays a crucial role in
global affairs. In a world that is becoming increasingly interconnected, ensuring
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justice on a global scale is imperative for a harmonious coexistence.

Global justice calls for the fair treatment of individuals and countries on an
international level. It means acknowledging the impact of colonialism and working
towards restitution and reparations. It means striving for economic equality and
eradicating poverty. It means promoting human rights and standing up against
oppression and injustice wherever it may occur.

When justice is prioritized in global affairs, it paves the way for diplomatic
relations based on mutual respect and shared prosperity. It creates a world where
every individual has the opportunity to thrive, regardless of their nationality or
background.

The Role of Justice in Personal Fulfillment

Justice is not only crucial for the functioning of societies but also for personal
fulfillment. When we actively seek justice and stand up for what is right, we
experience a sense of purpose and fulfillment. Justice aligns our actions with our
values and allows us to make a positive impact on the world.

When we are treated justly, our self-esteem and self-worth thrive, and we are
more inclined to contribute positively to society. Justice nurtures our individual
potential and creates a supportive ecosystem where we can grow and thrive.

Moreover, justice provides a sense of security and stability. It ensures that our
fundamental rights and freedoms are protected, allowing us to live without fear or
prejudice. It allows us to pursue our dreams and aspirations without unnecessary
barriers or limitations.

In a world plagued by inequality and injustice, the best beloved thing we can
strive for is justice. Justice is the backbone of a harmonious society, fostering



fairness, equality, and respect for all. It is a concept that transcends national
borders and permeates every facet of our lives.

By prioritizing justice in social interactions, global affairs, and our personal lives,
we can create a more equitable and compassionate world. It requires collective
action, empathy, and a commitment to upholding the rights and dignity of every
individual.

Let us remember that justice is not an abstract concept; it is a living, breathing
ideal that requires continuous effort and vigilance. Together, we can make justice
the best beloved thing in our society, paving the way for a brighter future for all.
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Dorothy Wright Nelson was a prominent federal judge on the level just below the
U.S. Supreme Court for over 40 years. One of the early tenured female law
professors and one of the rare female deans in the U.S. legal academy in the
1960s and '70s, her expertise was in reforming courts to make them more just
and accessible for all people. When she became a federal judge in 1980, she
helped to make the federal courts more efficient and provide litigants with
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alternatives - including mediation and arbitration - to resolve cases without
greater expense and delay. An ardent believer in more peaceful resolution of
conflicts, Judge Nelson educated judges around the world on conflict resolution
and the rule of law, often while engaging quietly in human rights advocacy for
persecuted Bahá'ís around the globe. Her Bahá'í faith also inspired her judicial
opinions providing more equality and due process for the marginalized, including
the poor, racial minorities, immigrants, mentally ill and the powerless. Dorothy
and her husband, a state court judge, balanced their professional achievements
with their personal commitments in a manner unusual for their time. They devoted
considerable energy to raising their two children, spending time with their
extended family, and engaging in Bahá'í activities (including world travel, youth
camps, weekly Sunday School and "firesides" in their home). This book captures
the life story of an extraordinary female leader and trailblazer in a highly
traditional, male-dominated profession, unafraid to challenge the status quo in her
pleasant, optimistic, determined and collegial manner.
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