
The Biggest Mistakes Homeowners Make
When Choosing Flooring And How To Avoid
Choosing the right flooring for your home is a crucial decision. It not only affects
the aesthetics of your space but also plays a huge role in comfort and
functionality. Unfortunately, many homeowners make mistakes when it comes to
selecting the perfect flooring. In this article, we will discuss the biggest mistakes
homeowners often make when choosing flooring and provide you with valuable
tips on how to avoid them.

Mistake 1: Failing to Consider Lifestyle and Practicality

One common mistake homeowners make is not considering their lifestyle and
practicality while selecting flooring. It's essential to choose a flooring type that
aligns with your family size, children, pets, and level of foot traffic. For instance, if
you have pets that frequently run around, carpet flooring may not be the best
choice due to potential stains and odor retention.

Solution: Consider durable flooring options like laminate, vinyl, or hardwood,
which are more resistant to scratches and stains. These options are easy to clean
and maintain, making them ideal for busy households.
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Mistake 2: Ignoring Long-Term Costs

Another significant mistake is solely focusing on the upfront costs rather than
considering the long-term expenses associated with different flooring types. While
some materials may have a higher initial cost, they might save you money in the
long run due to their longevity and maintenance requirements.

Solution: Research and compare the long-term costs of different flooring
materials. Consider factors like durability, lifespan, maintenance, and potential
repair expenses to make an informed decision.

Mistake 3: Neglecting the Impact on Resale Value

Many homeowners fail to think about the impact their flooring choice can have on
the resale value of their property. When it comes time to sell, outdated or poorly
maintained flooring can be a major turn-off for potential buyers.

Solution: Opt for timeless flooring options like hardwood, which not only adds
value to your home but is also highly sought after by buyers. Ensure proper
maintenance throughout the years to preserve its beauty and condition.

Mistake 4: Choosing Style over Functionality

While aesthetics are essential, homeowners often make the mistake of prioritizing
style over functionality. It's crucial to find a balance between the two to ensure
that your flooring not only looks great but also serves its purpose well.
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Solution: Consider the room's functionality and traffic before finalizing your
flooring choice. For high-moisture areas like bathrooms and kitchens, opt for
water-resistant materials like ceramic tiles, vinyl, or even natural stone.

Mistake 5: Skipping Proper Research and Samples

Avoiding proper research and not taking the time to test flooring samples is a
common mistake that homeowners make. It's important to physically see and feel
different flooring materials to assess their texture, color, and overall appeal.

Solution: Visit flooring showrooms, consult with experts, and request samples of
different materials. Place these samples in various areas of your home to see
how they complement the lighting and decor before making a final decision.

Mistake 6: DIY Installation without Proper Knowledge

Many homeowners believe they can save money by attempting a DIY flooring
installation without the necessary expertise. However, improper installation can
lead to various issues, including uneven surfaces, gaps, and premature wear and
tear.

Solution: Unless you have prior experience and knowledge, it's generally best to
hire professionals for flooring installation. They possess the required skills, tools,
and techniques to ensure a flawless result, prolonging the lifespan of your flooring
investment.

Mistake 7: Lack of Proper Maintenance

Lastly, neglecting proper maintenance is a mistake that homeowners often make.
Without regular cleaning and care, your flooring can deteriorate quickly, losing its
appeal and functionality.



Solution: Familiarize yourself with the recommended maintenance guidelines for
your chosen flooring type. Follow proper cleaning routines and address any
issues promptly to keep your flooring in top condition for years to come.

Choosing the right flooring requires careful thought and consideration. By
avoiding the mistakes mentioned above and following the provided solutions, you
can ensure a flooring choice that not only enhances your home's appearance but
also fits your lifestyle and stands the test of time. Remember, flooring is an
investment, and making the right decision is well worth the effort.
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Get Floored! is a book about eliminating mistakes most homeowners make when
they are choosing floorcovering. Floorcoverings like carpet, hardwood, tile, luxury
vinyl, rugs, laminate, linoleum, stone, and more come in all sorts of styles and
color.
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