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When it comes to stunning architecture, rich history, and spiritual awe, Puglia in
Italy is a destination that should never be overlooked. In this comprehensive
travel guide for 2022, Approach Guides presents an exploration of the beautiful
churches that grace the region, providing a unique glimpse into the cultural
heritage and religious traditions of this enchanting corner of the world.

Discover the Spiritual Treasures

Boasting a phenomenal collection of remarkable churches, Puglia is a haven for
lovers of sacred art and religious architecture. From the imposing Cathedral of
Santa Maria Assunta in Bitonto to the stunning Basilica of San Nicola in Bari,
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each church in Puglia tells a mesmerizing story of devotion, faith, and
craftsmanship that spans centuries.
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Situated in the quaint town of Bitonto, the Cathedral of Santa Maria Assunta is a
true masterpiece of Apulian Romanesque architecture. The intricate façade,
adorned with delicate reliefs and sculptures, is a testament to the skilled
craftsmen who dedicated their lives to create this divine sanctuary. Step inside
the cathedral to marvel at the beautiful stained glass windows and elegant interior
design that will transport you to a world of spiritual tranquility.

The Basilica of San Nicola, Bari
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Known as one of the most important pilgrimage destinations in the world, the
Basilica of San Nicola in Bari is a must-visit for any traveler exploring Puglia. This
magnificent church holds the relics of Saint Nicholas, the patron saint of seafarers
and children, attracting numerous pilgrims each year. The opulent interiors,
adorned with exquisite mosaics and medieval frescoes, will leave you in awe of
the religious and artistic heritage of this monumental structure.

Experience the Magic of Puglia

While the churches stand as testaments to Puglia's rich religious heritage,
exploring the region beyond these sacred walls is equally captivating. The charm
of Alberobello's Trulli houses, the breathtaking landscapes of the Valle d'Itria, and
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the vibrant coastal towns of Polignano a Mare and Otranto offer a captivating
blend of natural beauty and cultural wonders. Immerse yourself in the traditional
cuisine, indulge in the local wines, and embrace the warmth and hospitality of the
locals to make your trip to Puglia an unforgettable experience.

Plan Your Trip with Approach Guides

To make the most of your journey to Puglia and ensure an enriching experience,
trust Approach Guides. With their in-depth knowledge of the region, their Puglia
2022 Travel Guide is perfect for both first-time visitors and seasoned travelers
looking to uncover hidden gems. From practical tips and recommendations to
detailed insights into the churches' historical and artistic significance, Approach
Guides provides a comprehensive resource that will enhance your explorations in
this incredible region.

So, pack your bags, slip on your walking shoes, and get ready to embark on a
spiritual and cultural adventure through the captivating churches of Puglia. Let
Approach Guides be your trusted companion as you uncover the hidden stories
and artistic marvels that await you in this enchanting corner of Italy.
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RECENTLY UPDATED FOR 2022! With high-resolution images, maps and a
detailed tour itinerary, this is the definitive travel guide to the churches of Puglia.

The Romanesque churches of Puglia (Apulia) are a highlight of any visit to south
Italy. These churches were constructed during a Crusade-inspired boom period
under the auspices of the Normans who unified control of the area from 1031 to
1194. They are yours to discover.

What’s in this guidebook

฀ Architecture review. Puglia’s Romanesque architectural style uniquely blends
elements of the Eastern and Western architectural traditions. To get at its unique
qualities, this guidebook begins by providing a thorough review of the classic
Italian Romanesque architectural style that prevailed through much of the
mainland. It then lays out the unique characteristics that the style assumes in the
churches of Puglia, as it was infused with the region’s historical Byzantine
(Eastern Orthodox) and Saracen (Islamic) building architectural traditions. To
make things come alive, we have packed our review with high-resolution images.

฀ Tour of the highlights. Following our tradition of being the most valuable
resource for culture-focused travelers, we tour the most iconic Romanesque city
churches in Puglia: Bari, Bitonto, Manfredonia, Molfetta, Ruvo di Puglia, Trani and
Troia. For each, we reveal its most important architectural and decorative
features and provide a discussion that ties it all together.

฀ Castel del Monte. And, as an extra, this guidebook includes a comprehensive
profile of Holy Roman emperor Frederick II’s masterful Castel del Monte, which is
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easily reached and makes for an exciting addition to this church tour.

฀ Advice for getting the best cultural experience. To help you plan your visit, this
guidebook supplies logistical advice, maps and links to online resources. Plus, we
give our personal tips for getting the most from your experience while on location.

฀ Information the way you like it. As with all of our guides, this book is optimized
for intuitive, quick navigation; information is organized into bullet points to make
absorption easy; and images are marked up with text that explains important
features.

฀ NEW! Customers can now print this guidebook with our new PDF-on-Demand
service. See the final chapter in the book for details.

ABOUT APPROACH GUIDES
Travel guidebooks for the ultra curious, Approach Guides reveal a destination’s
essence by exploring a compelling aspect of its cultural heritage: art, architecture,
history, food, or wine.

PRAISE FOR APPROACH GUIDES
Compulsive (and compulsively informed) travelers, the Raezers are the
masterminds behind the downloadable Approach Guides, which are filled with a
university course-worth of history and insights for 62 destinations worldwide.
WHY WE LOVE IT: The Raezers share our desire for deep, well-researched
information on the wonders of the world.
- Travel + Leisure
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