
The Coen Brothers And The Making Of The
Big Lebowski Single: How They Created The
Cult Classic

If there's one thing the Coen Brothers are renowned for, it's their ability to create
unique and unforgettable movies. In the world of cult classics, one film stands tall
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among the rest – The Big Lebowski. Released in 1998, the film resonated with
viewers and has since garnered an incredible following. However, what many
people don't know is the story behind the film's iconic soundtrack that included a
remarkable single. Join us as we dive deep into the Coen Brothers' journey and
the making of The Big Lebowski Single.

Background and Inspiration

Joel and Ethan Coen, the masterminds behind The Big Lebowski, have always
had an ear for exceptional music. With their films often employing diverse genres,
they strived to create unique soundscapes that complemented their storytelling.
When it came to The Big Lebowski, they were determined to craft a soundtrack
that perfectly captured the spirit of the film.
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The Coen Brothers drew inspiration from a wide range of genres, including
classic rock, jazz, and early '90s alternative. They wanted to blend the old and the
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new, creating a nostalgic yet contemporary atmosphere that would resonate with
audiences. Their vision was to engage viewers not only through the film but also
through its music.

The Making of The Big Lebowski Single

As the Coen Brothers began piecing together the soundtrack, they knew they
needed something special – a powerful single that would leave a lasting impact.
They approached Grammy Award-winning rock band, The Eagles, to create an
original song specifically for the film. The result was "The Big Lebowski Single," a
track that would become an instant hit and synonymous with the cult classic.

The Eagles embraced the Coen Brothers' vision, crafting a song that showcased
their signature sound while incorporating the film's themes. With catchy lyrics and
infectious melodies, "The Big Lebowski Single" captured the essence of the
movie, elevating the overall experience for viewers.

The Legacy of The Big Lebowski Single

What made "The Big Lebowski Single" so remarkable was its ability to transcend
the film's success. As fans discovered the track beyond the boundaries of the
movie, it gained a life of its own. The song found new fans who were captivated
by its brilliance, further cementing the film's legacy.

The Coen Brothers' decision to collaborate with The Eagles proved to be a stroke
of genius. It not only contributed to the film's success but also propelled the band
back into the spotlight. "The Big Lebowski Single" showcased The Eagles'
versatility and reminded the world of their musical prowess.

The Impact on Cult Culture



Over the years, The Big Lebowski has become a cultural phenomenon,
celebrated by fans worldwide. The film's soundtrack, anchored by "The Big
Lebowski Single," played a pivotal role in its cult status. The song has inspired
countless covers, remixes, and even parodies, engraving its mark on pop culture.

Furthermore, the success of The Big Lebowski Single influenced other
filmmakers to prioritize the importance of selecting the right single for their
movies. It showcased the impact of a standout track that could enhance the
storytelling, leading to an unforgettable cinematic experience.

The Coen Brothers' visionary approach to filmmaking extended beyond the
screen and into the realm of music. Their collaboration with The Eagles resulted
in "The Big Lebowski Single," a track that redefined the movie soundtrack
landscape. The unforgettable song, along with the rest of the film's stellar
soundtrack, played a significant role in establishing The Big Lebowski as a cult
classic.

Today, fans continue to cherish and celebrate the movie and its soundtrack. "The
Big Lebowski Single" remains an integral part of pop culture, reminding us of the
Coen Brothers' ability to create timeless art that transcends generations.
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In the autumn of 1996, Joel and Ethan Coen were a few months from filming their
seventh feature film, The Big Lebowski. Their sixth, Fargo, was released that
March to acclaim; awards would follow. Alex Belth, a 25-year-old aspiring
filmmaker, landed a job as their personal assistant on Lebowski — and for the
next year, was the fly on the wall as the Coens created the movie that would
become an enduring movie classic. First as their personal assistant and then as
an assistant film editor, Belth observed everything from the pre-production work
of location scouting, casting, and rehearsals, all the way through filming and post-
production. Belth witnessed when Jeff Bridges and John Goodman met for the
first time and rehearsed their iconic roles as The Dude and Walter; when a private
screening was held for Alan Klein, the Rolling Stones' notorious former business
manager; and long editing sessions with the Coen brothers in the editing room,
as they tied their movie together.

The Dudes Abide is the first behind-the-scenes account of the making of a Coen
Brothers movie, and offers an intimate, first-hand narrative of the making of The
Big Lebowski — including never-before-revealed details about the making of the
film, and insight into the inner workings of the Coen Brothers' genius.

About the Author: Alex Belth, praised as New York's best sportswriter by the
Village Voice, is the creator of Bronx Banter, a blog about the New York Yankees.
He began his career in the film business, working for Woody Allen, Ken Burns,
and the Coen Brothers. Belth is the author of Stepping Up, a biography of Curt
Flood, and the editor of The Best Sports Writing of Pat Jordan and Yankee
Stadium Memories. He has written for Sports Illustrated, SB Nation, and The
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Daily Beast and Deadspin. His story on iconoclastic sportswriter George Kimball
was included in The Best American Sports Writing 2012.
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