
The Community Organizing Tradition Of Saul
Alinsky: Empowering Communities for
Lasting Change

In the realm of community organizing, Saul Alinsky's name shines as a beacon of
hope and empowerment. Alinsky's legacy is deeply rooted in the belief that
communities possess immense potential for creating lasting change. Through his
transformative strategies and unyielding dedication, Alinsky revolutionized the
field of community organizing and continues to inspire individuals and
organizations across the globe.

The Life and Philosophy of Saul Alinsky
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Saul Alinsky (1909-1972) was an American community organizer and writer who
believed that power should be in the hands of the people. Born and raised in
Chicago, Alinsky witnessed firsthand the stark inequalities and injustices that
plagued marginalized communities. Motivated by a fervent desire for social
justice, he dedicated his life to helping communities recognize and harness their
collective power.

People Power: The Community Organizing
Tradition of Saul Alinsky by Aaron Schutz (Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2497 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 369 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

Alinsky's philosophy revolved around empowering individuals to take charge of
their destinies by organizing and uniting their communities. He believed that
community organizing was an art form in itself, requiring meticulous planning,
strategic thinking, and empathy. Alinsky encouraged individuals to identify
common goals, mobilize resources, and establish strong networks that could
withstand challenges and promote sustainable change.

Alinsky's Impact on Community Organizing

Alinsky's influence on community organizing techniques can still be felt today. His
groundbreaking book, "Rules for Radicals" published in 1971, serves as a
guidebook for organizers worldwide. It outlines the tactics and strategies
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necessary to challenge power structures and bring about tangible improvements
in struggling communities.

One of Alinsky's most powerful techniques was building relationships based on
mutual respect and trust. He believed in engaging with community members on a
personal level, leveraging their narratives and aspirations to develop a shared
vision for change. By fostering strong interpersonal connections, Alinsky
empowered communities to rise above divisions and work together for the greater
good.

Alinsky's teachings also emphasized the importance of developing grassroots
leadership. He believed that true change could only come from within the
community itself. Through his organizing efforts, Alinsky encouraged individuals
to step up as leaders, guiding their communities towards a more just and
sustainable future.

Legacy and Continuing Impact

Saul Alinsky's legacy continues to ripple through both local and global
organizations today. Countless individuals, inspired by his teachings, have
adopted his strategies to fight for social justice and equality.

One notable example is the Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF), an organization
founded by Alinsky in the 1940s. The IAF specializes in building strong alliances
among diverse groups, fostering community-led activism, and promoting policies
that benefit marginalized populations. The IAF's work in areas such as affordable
housing, education reform, and immigration rights is a testament to Alinsky's
enduring principles.

Furthermore, Alinsky's dedication to empowering the marginalized remains an
inspiration for young organizers and activists worldwide. His emphasis on the



power of collective action and the importance of grassroots movements has
shaped modern approaches to community organizing. Today, a new generation of
organizers draws upon Alinsky's teachings as they navigate the complex
challenges of a rapidly changing world.

Saul Alinsky's community organizing tradition has left an indelible mark on the
world, empowering countless communities and individuals to create positive
change. His unwavering commitment to building grassroots leadership, fostering
alliances, and challenging power structures has shaped the field of community
organizing and continues to inspire advocates of social justice. As we reflect on
Alinsky's legacy, we are reminded of the immense potential that lies within each
community and the transformative power of collective action.
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Saul Alinsky, according to Time Magazine in 1970, was a "prophet of power to the
people," someone who "has possibly antagonized more people . . . than any
other living American." People Power introduces the major organizers who
adopted and modified Alinsky's vision across the United States:
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--Fred Ross, Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta, and the Community Service
Organization and National Farm Workers Association
--Nicholas von Hoffman and the Woodlawn Organization
--Tom Gaudette and the Northwest Community Organization
--Ed Chambers, Richard Harmon, and the Industrial Areas Foundation
--Shel Trapp, Gale Cincotta, and National People's Action
--Heather Booth, Midwest Academy, and Citizen Action
--Wade Rathke and ACORN

Weaving classic texts with interviews and their own context-setting
commentaries, the editors of People Power provide the first comprehensive
history of Alinsky-based organizing in the tumultuous period from 1955 to 1980,
when the key organizing groups in the United States took form. Many of these
selections--previously available only on untranscribed audiotapes or in difficult-to-
read mimeograph or Xerox formats--appear in print here for the first time.
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