The Comprehensive Gun Violence Prevention
And Community Safety Act Of 2020

In recent years, the United States has been grappling with the devastating impact
of gun violence on communities across the country. From mass shootings to
everyday homicides, the toll of gun violence has left families shattered and
communities in fear. As the nation continues to search for solutions, the Gun
Violence Prevention And Community Safety Act of 2020, also known as bill 5717,
offers a comprehensive approach to ensure public safety and prevent further loss

of life.

Understanding the Gun Violence Prevention And Community Safety
Act

The Gun Violence Prevention And Community Safety Act of 2020 is a proposed
legislation that aims to address the multifaceted issue of gun violence by
implementing various measures to keep firearms out of the wrong hands.
Introduced by Representative Hank Johnson, this bill seeks to strengthen
background checks, close loopholes in the current system, and enhance

community-based violence intervention programs.

One of the key provisions of the Act is the expansion of the background check
system to cover all firearm sales, including private sales and gun show
transactions. By requiring universal background checks, the Act aims to close the
existing loopholes that allow individuals to purchase firearms without undergoing
the necessary scrutiny. This provision ensures that all potential buyers are
thoroughly vetted, reducing the risk of firearms falling into the hands of individuals

with malicious intent.
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Another important aspect of the Act is the implementation of Extreme Risk
Protection Orders (ERPOs). These are court orders that temporarily restrict an
individual's access to firearms if they pose a significant risk of harming
themselves or others. ERPO laws have proven effective in preventing suicides
and reducing the risk of mass shootings in states where they have been
implemented. The Act seeks to encourage more states to adopt ERPO
legislation, promoting a proactive approach to identifying and intervening in

potentially dangerous situations.

The Impact on Community Safety

The Gun Violence Prevention And Community Safety Act also recognizes the
importance of community-based initiatives in addressing the root causes of gun
violence. The Act allocates substantial funding to support evidence-based
violence prevention programs in local communities. These programs focus on

early intervention, providing resources to at-risk individuals and helping them
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steer away from a path of violence. By investing in community-based solutions,

the Act aims to create safer neighborhoods and break the cycle of violence.

Moreover, the Act acknowledges the role of law enforcement in ensuring public
safety. It provides funding to improve police training on responsible firearm use,
de-escalation techniques, and crisis intervention. By enhancing the capabilities of
law enforcement, the Act promotes a more effective response to gun violence

situations, reducing the potential harm inflicted on innocent individuals.

The Opposition and Support

As with any legislative proposal, the Gun Violence Prevention And Community
Safety Act is not without its critics. Opponents argue that the Act infringes upon
the rights of law-abiding gun owners and that it fails to address the underlying
issues that lead to gun violence, such as mental health and societal factors. They
believe that stricter gun control measures will not deter criminals or prevent acts

of violence.

On the other hand, supporters of the Act argue that the proposed legislation is a
necessary step towards curbing gun violence and protecting communities. They
believe that the combination of comprehensive background checks, ERPOs, and
community-based programs will significantly reduce the instances of gun
violence. Supporters advocate for a proactive approach that prioritizes public

safety over individual gun ownership rights.

The Path Forward

The Gun Violence Prevention And Community Safety Act of 2020 represents an
ambitious effort to address the issue of gun violence in the United States. lts

comprehensive approach takes into account the different facets of the problem



and strives to create a safer environment for all. However, the Act's ultimate fate

and implementation depend on the political landscape and the will of lawmakers.

As the nation continues to grapple with the devastating impacts of gun violence, it
is crucial for individuals and communities to engage in open dialogues about the
issue and participate in constructive discussions on potential solutions. Only by
working together can we hope to create a future characterized by enhanced

public safety and reduced gun violence.
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The Democratically controlled 2020 House of Representatives has proposed a
new overarching gun control bill. This bill will dramatically alter the landscape of
firearm ownership in the United States. It requires tracking, registration, fines,
fees, and expansive controls over would-be firearms owners, current firearms

owners, firearms dealers, and stores that just sell ammunition.
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