
The Dancing Lares And The Serpent In The
Garden: Unraveling the Ancient Mythological
Tale
Long gone are the days when myths and legends were simply regarded as
ancient tales, devoid of any deeper meaning. The Dancing Lares and the Serpent
in the Garden is one such mythological tale that has captivated the minds of
scholars and enthusiasts for centuries. In this article, we will explore the intricate
details of this fascinating narrative, decoding its symbolism and provoking
questions about its true essence.

The Origins of The Dancing Lares And The Serpent In The Garden

To truly comprehend the essence of this mythological tale, we must first delve into
its origins. The Dancing Lares and the Serpent in the Garden finds its roots in
ancient Roman folklore, specifically within the context of household worship and
protective deities known as Lares.

The Lares, depicted as youthful winged gods or spirits, were believed to be
guardians of households and families. They were particularly associated with
protecting the hearth and ensuring domestic harmony. The Romans held
elaborate rituals and offerings to honor these benevolent entities, seeking their
blessings and safeguarding their homes from evil forces.
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Now, within this rich backdrop, the myth of The Dancing Lares and the Serpent in
the Garden emerges as a cautionary tale, warning against the consequences of
neglecting these protective deities and succumbing to temptation.

Decoding Symbolism: The Garden and the Serpent

Central to The Dancing Lares and the Serpent in the Garden is the concept of the
garden as a symbol of purity, tranquility, and the harmonious relationship between
mortals and nature. This lush and vibrant paradise represents the ideal existence,
where Lares, as nature's guardians, dance and protect the balance of life. The
garden signifies the desired state of being, nurturing both physical and spiritual
harmony.

However, as with any tale worth unraveling, conflict arises to disrupt this idyllic
setting. The serpent, an archetypal figure associated with temptation and
cunning, slithers its way into the garden. It represents the external forces that
constantly threaten the harmonious relationship between humans and their
surroundings.

The Dancing Lares, distracted by their own jubilant celebration, fail to notice the
serpent's intrusion. This serves as a metaphor for humanity's tendency to
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become careless and overlook potential dangers while indulging in immediate
pleasures. The serpent's presence symbolizes the inevitable consequences of
neglecting the protective entities and disregarding the importance of maintaining
balance and harmony.

A Tale of Moral Lessons and Reflection

What sets The Dancing Lares and the Serpent in the Garden apart from mere
folklore is its underlying moral lessons and insights into human nature. It urges us
to reflect upon our own actions, reminding us of the consequences that may
unfold if we disregard the symbiotic relationship between humans and the
environment.

This mythological tale encourages introspection and invites us to ponder upon the
role of responsibility and mindfulness in our lives. It serves as a reminder that the
pursuit of fleeting pleasures may lead to the erosion of the harmony within
ourselves and in our surroundings.

Relevance in Modern Society

Although rooted in ancient Roman folklore, The Dancing Lares and the Serpent in
the Garden maintains its relevance in contemporary society. The themes it
addresses regarding environmental preservation, the impacts of neglect, and the
consequences of our actions resonate with the pressing issues we face today.

As we grapple with climate change, deforestation, and the depletion of natural
resources, this mythological tale provides a powerful narrative to remind us of the
delicate equilibrium we must strive to maintain. It compels us to reevaluate our
choices, encouraging sustainable practices and a closer connection with the
natural world.



The Dancing Lares and the Serpent in the Garden is more than just a captivating
mythological tale from ancient Rome. It is a reminder of our interconnectedness
with nature and the importance of nurturing balance and harmony in our lives. Its
messages of responsibility, caution, and introspection carry significant weight in
our modern world and serve as a timeless guide for navigating the intricacies of
human existence.
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The most pervasive gods in ancient Rome had no traditional mythology attached
to them, nor was their worship organized by elites. Throughout the Roman world,
neighborhood street corners, farm boundaries, and household hearths featured
small shrines to the beloved lares, a pair of cheerful little dancing gods. These
shrines were maintained primarily by ordinary Romans, and often by slaves and
freedmen, for whom the lares cult provided a unique public leadership role. In this
comprehensive and richly illustrated book, the first to focus on the lares, Harriet
Flower offers a strikingly original account of these gods and a new way of
understanding the lived experience of everyday Roman religion.
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Weaving together a wide range of evidence, Flower sets forth a new
interpretation of the much-disputed nature of the lares. She makes the case that
they are not spirits of the dead, as many have argued, but rather benevolent
protectors—gods of place, especially the household and the neighborhood, and
of travel. She examines the rituals honoring the lares, their cult sites, and their
iconography, as well as the meaning of the snakes often depicted alongside lares
in paintings of gardens. She also looks at Compitalia, a popular midwinter
neighborhood festival in honor of the lares, and describes how its politics played
a key role in Rome’s increasing violence in the 60s and 50s BC, as well as in the
efforts of Augustus to reach out to ordinary people living in the city’s local
neighborhoods.

A reconsideration of seemingly humble gods that were central to the religious
world of the Romans, this is also the first major account of the full range of lares
worship in the homes, neighborhoods, and temples of ancient Rome.

Some images inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
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