
The Death Ride Of The Scharnhorst 1943
Campaign Chronicles: A Battle of Courage
and Sacrifice
As the winter of 1943 gripped the frigid waters of the Arctic, a legendary battle
unfolded – the Death Ride of the Scharnhorst. This epic campaign chronicles a
struggle of courage and sacrifice, as the German battleship Scharnhorst
attempted to break through the enemy's blockade, only to face its inevitable
doom in the treacherous waters north of Norway.

The Scharnhorst, one of the most formidable warships of the Kriegsmarine,
began its daring mission from its base in Norway on December 25th, 1943. Its
objective was to disrupt the Allied forces' convoy routes that provided vital
supplies to the Soviet Union.

However, the British Admiralty received intelligence of the Scharnhorst's mission
and quickly mobilized a force to intercept and neutralize the threat. The Royal
Navy, led by Vice-Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser, knew that failure to stop the
Scharnhorst would result in catastrophic consequences for the convoy, and
potentially alter the course of the war.
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The stage was set for a fierce battle between the pride of the German Navy and
the might of the British Navy. On December 26th, 1943, the two forces clashed in
the icy waters of the North Cape.

The Battle Begins

As the Scharnhorst approached its target, the British forces were waiting. The
battle began with a series of long-range exchanges between the German and
British ships. The Scharnhorst, armed with nine 11-inch guns, unleashed a
barrage of shells, but the British ships managed to evade most of the deadly
projectiles.

Despite the Scharnhorst's initial advantage in firepower, the Royal Navy's
superior numbers and coordination gradually turned the tide of the battle. British
cruisers launched torpedoes, hitting the Scharnhorst multiple times. The German
battleship was now critically damaged and its fighting capabilities diminished.

The Final Stand

As the Scharnhorst struggled to stay afloat, it attempted a final desperate
maneuver. Its goal was to reach open waters and escape the British blockade.
However, the Royal Navy refused to let the mighty warship slip away.

In a desperate last stand, the Scharnhorst turned its remaining guns on the
British ships, inflicting damage that stunned the British sailors. Nevertheless, the
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British forces pressed on, relentlessly pounding the weakened battleship with
torpedoes and shells.

As the sun set on December 26th, 1943, the Scharnhorst, battered and on the
brink of destruction, faced its final moments. The British battleship HMS Duke of
York and other vessels focused their fire on the German warship, leading to its
eventual demise.

A Legacy of Courage and Sacrifice

The Death Ride of the Scharnhorst left an indelible mark on naval warfare history.
The battle showcased the bravery and tenacity of both the German and British
sailors, who fought against all odds. And although the Scharnhorst was defeated,
its final stand inspired countless tales of heroism and sacrifice.

The aftermath of the battle was marked by grief and relief. The Royal Navy
mourned its fallen comrades, but also celebrated the victory that prevented the
Scharnhorst from wreaking havoc on the vital supply lines.

The Death Ride of the Scharnhorst 1943 Campaign Chronicles is a testament to
the courage and sacrifice displayed by those who fought in one of the most
decisive naval battles of World War II. It serves as a reminder of the perils and
triumphs that await in the unforgiving waters of the Arctic.

More than just a battle between two naval forces, the Death Ride of the
Scharnhorst symbolizes the unwavering determination and dedication of those
who fought for their countries. Their bravery echoes through history, teaching us
the importance of resilience and unity in the face of overwhelming odds.
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“The hunting down and sinking of the magnificent German battle cruiser
Scharnhorst was one of the epic actions of World War II . . . stirring” (Work Boat).
 
On December 25, 1943, the German battle cruiser Scharnhorst slipped out of
Altenfjord in Norway to attack Arctic convoy JW55B which was carrying vital war
supplies to the Soviet Union. But British naval intelligence knew of the
Scharnhorst’s mission before she sailed, and the vulnerable convoy was
protected by a large Royal Naval force including the battleship Duke of York. In
effect the Scharnhorst was sailing into a trap.
 
One of the most compelling naval dramas of the Second World War had begun.
 
“Angus Konstam’s gripping account tells the story of this crucial but under-studied
naval battle, and explains why the hopes of the German Kreigsmarine went down
with their last great ship; only 37 of the German battle cruiser’s 1700 crew were
saved.” —The Nautical Magazine
 
“Angus Konstam has written the definitive masterpiece of the Battle of North

FREE

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/ELkva/The-Battle-of-North-Cape-The-Death-Ride-of-the-Scharnhorst-1943-Campaign-Chronicles.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/ELkva/The-Battle-of-North-Cape-The-Death-Ride-of-the-Scharnhorst-1943-Campaign-Chronicles.pdf


Cape.” —Naval Historical Foundation
 
“An excellent read and strongly recommended . . . thoughtful and totally
engrossing. . . . If you are interested in the Royal Navy in the Second World War,
the Arctic convoy campaign or capital ship actions, The Battle of the North Cape
is well worth its cover price.” —The Naval Review
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