The Dramatic Saga of Henry VI, Margaret of
Anjou, and the Wars of the Roses

HENRY VI:
MARGARET
OF ANJOU

AND THE WARS
OF THE ROSES

-
S \

G

P CONTEMPORARY CTRONICIED
LETTERS & RECORDS

Keith Dockray

The Wars of the Roses, a series of conflicts fought in medieval England from
1455 to 1487, were centered around the struggle for power between the rival
branches of the Plantagenet dynasty. One of the central figures in this tumultuous

era was Henry VI, a king plagued by mental iliness and unstable rule. At his side
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was his devoted queen, Margaret of Anjou, a strong and determined woman who
fought fiercely to protect her husband's throne. This gripping tale of power,

politics, and love has captivated historians and storytellers for centuries.

The Rise of Henry VI

Henry VI ascended to the English throne at the young age of nine months after
the death of his father, Henry V, in 1422. As a child king, he was largely
powerless, with various factions vying for control of the kingdom. His reign was
marked by a constant struggle for authority, as different factions manipulated the

young king for their own gain.
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However, it was during Henry's reign that the seeds of the Wars of the Roses
were sown. The dynastic disputes between the Houses of Lancaster and York
intensified during this time, setting the stage for the bloody conflict that would

soon engulf the nation.

Margaret of Anjou: The Warrior Queen
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Margaret of Anjou, the daughter of Rene, Duke of Anjou, was married off to Henry
VI as a political alliance between England and Anjou. She proved to be a
formidable force and an intelligent strategist. While Henry's reign was plagued by

internal strife and external threats, Margaret stood as the backbone of his rule.

Her strong personality and unwavering determination made her a key player in
the Wars of the Roses. Margaret fought fiercely to protect her husband's crown,
even taking up arms and leading armies into battle. She proved herself to be a
true warrior queen, defying traditional gender roles and earning the respect and

admiration of her allies.

The Wars of the Roses

The Wars of the Roses erupted in 1455 when Richard, Duke of York, challenged
Henry VI's authority. This marked the beginning of a brutal conflict that would last
for over three decades. Henry, plagued by bouts of mental iliness, struggled to

assert his authority, leaving Margaret to take charge in his absence.

Margaret's fierce determination and unyielding loyalty to her husband made her a
formidable opponent on the battlefield. She rallied troops, strategized military
campaigns, and even commanded armies herself. Her courage and resilience in
the face of adversity became legendary, as she fought tooth and nail to protect

her husband's crown and the Lancastrian cause.

The Tragic Fall of Henry VI and Margaret of Anjou

Despite Margaret's valiant efforts, the Wars of the Roses ultimately led to the
downfall of Henry VI and the Lancastrian dynasty. The Yorkists, led by Edward 1V,
emerged victorious and established the House of York on the throne of England.
Henry was captured and imprisoned in the Tower of London, while Margaret was

left to wander in exile.



The tragic tale of Henry VI and Margaret of Anjou captures the essence of the
Wars of the Roses — a story of power, love, and sacrifice. Theirs is a narrative of
relentless ambition, political maneuvering, and the devastating consequences of

unchecked ambition.

The saga of Henry VI, Margaret of Anjou, and the Wars of the Roses is a
captivating chapter in English history. It showcases the complexities of power
struggles and the impact of determined individuals on the fate of a nation. Henry's
unstable reign and Margaret's unwavering resilience have left an indelible mark,

ensuring that their story will be remembered for generations to come.
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Henry VI (1422-61), a man 'more given to God and devout prayer than handling
worldly and temporal things', was the third, and least successful, Lancastrian king
of England; his wife Margaret of Anjou, 'a great and strong laboured woman',
became a formidable political force in her own right; and the Wars of the Roses,

so dramatically portrayed by William Shakespeare as bloody dynastic struggles
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fought for the possession of the crown, brought the usurpation of Edward IV
(1461-83), the humiliation and exile of Margaret of Anjou, and the murder of her
husband in the Tower of London. Combining a framework of interpretation and a
rich selection of passages from contemporary and near-contemporary sources,
this compilation enables readers to appreciate just why the rule of Henry VI
resulted in the outbreak of the Wars of the Roses, what these internecine conflicts

were like, and how they culminated in the end of the House of Lancaster.

Keith Dockray was formerly Senior Lecturer in Medieval and Early Modern
History at the University of Huddersfield. This volume, following in the footsteps of
his Edward IV: From Contemporary Chronicles, Letters and Records (2015) and
Richard Ill: From Contemporary Chronicles, Letters and Records (2013)
completes a trilogy of source readers covering English kings, politics and war
circa 1450 to 1485
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