
The End Of Asylum: Unraveling the Historical
Fabric of Refugee Protection

In recent times, the future of asylum has been a topic of intense debate and
speculation. The once unwavering commitment of nations to protect and provide
refuge to those fleeing persecution seems to be under threat. In this article, we
delve into the thought-provoking perspective presented by Philip Schrag, a
renowned expert in refugee law and policy, who argues for a seismic shift in the
nature of asylum as we know it.

The Traditional Definition of Asylum

Asylum has long been recognized as an essential concept within international
law. The 1951 Refugee Convention, ratified by 147 countries, defines a refugee
as someone who has a well-founded fear of persecution due to their race,
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religion, nationality, political opinions, or membership of a particular social group.
These individuals have the right to seek asylum in another country and should not
be returned to their home country where they potentially face harm.
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For decades, asylum was viewed as a humanitarian commitment, guided by
principles of empathy, compassion, and the belief in providing protection to those
most in need. However, Schrag, in his thought-provoking book "The End Of
Asylum," presents a radical perspective questioning the sustainability and
legitimacy of the current asylum system.

A Paradigm Shift in Refugee Protection

Schrag argues that the fundamental principles that underpin asylum have
gradually eroded, and subsequently calls for a transformative approach to
refugee protection. According to him, the challenges faced by the current system,
such as an overwhelming influx of asylum seekers, inconsistent decision-making,
and abuse of the process, have tainted the reality of asylum.

In his book, Schrag suggests that rather than focusing on asylum claims, more
emphasis should be placed on aiding and empowering individuals in their home
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countries. By investing in economic development, human rights advocacy, and
diplomatic initiatives, potential refugees could find assistance without needing to
seek asylum elsewhere. This alternative approach would not only address the
root causes of displacement but also alleviate the strain on host countries.

The Controversial Impact of Restrictive Policies

As governments worldwide grapple with the complex issue of migration, many
have implemented increasingly restrictive asylum policies. These measures, often
driven by domestic politics and concerns over national security, have resulted in a
significant decrease in refugee admissions.

Schrag argues that while these policies may offer short-term political gains, they
come at the expense of vulnerable individuals who are genuinely fleeing
persecution. Furthermore, by narrowing the scope of asylum claims, countries
risk setting a dangerous precedent that undermines the principles of protection
and human rights.

Reimagining the Future of Asylum

Schrag's book serves as a catalyst for critical thinking and reimagining the future
of asylum. It highlights the need for a comprehensive, innovative, and sustainable
approach that addresses the underlying issues causing displacement while
ensuring the protection of those at risk.

As the world grapples with unprecedented challenges, such as climate change-
induced displacement, it becomes crucial to adapt and find new solutions.
Schrag's call for a paradigm shift in the concept of asylum challenges us to
question established conventions and forge a new path towards more effective
refugee protection.

: Redefining Asylum in a Changing World



Philip Schrag's "The End Of Asylum" offers a thought-provoking perspective on
the future of refugee protection. By questioning the current system and proposing
alternative ways to address displacement, Schrag stimulates much-needed
dialogue on this pressing issue.

Ultimately, any meaningful change in the asylum sphere will require concerted
global efforts, collaboration between nations, and an unwavering commitment to
the principles of compassion and human rights. The challenges ahead may be
daunting, but Schrag's book serves as a reminder that only by challenging the
status quo can we work towards a more equitable and sustainable future for
refugees worldwide.
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In The End of Asylum, three experts in immigration law offer a comprehensive
examination of the rise and demise of the US asylum system, showing how the
Trump administration has put forth regulations, policies, and practices all
designed to end opportunities for asylum seekers and what we can do about it.
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