
The Fascinating Entertaining History Behind
The First Few Moves of Chess
Chess, the ancient game of strategy, has captivated the minds of players for
centuries. With its intricate rules and complex tactics, it is often considered the
ultimate test of intellect and foresight. But have you ever wondered about the
origins of chess and the reasoning behind the first few moves? In this article, we
will delve into the fascinating history behind those initial steps, exploring the
strategies used by early players and the evolution of the game.

The Birth of Chess

Chess originated in Northern India in the 6th century, evolving from an earlier
game called chaturanga. The game eventually spread to the Middle East and
Europe, where it gained immense popularity among the nobility and was seen as
a symbol of intellectual prowess.

One of the oldest recorded treatises on chess is the Indian text called the
"Chaturanga," written by the sage Vasishtha around the 6th century AD. This
manuscript provides valuable insights into the early moves of chess and the
strategies employed by players of that time.
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The Opening Moves

The first few moves in chess are crucial as they set the stage for the rest of the
game. They dictate the positioning of the pieces and lay the groundwork for future
attacks and defenses. Let's take a closer look at some of the most historically
significant opening moves:

1. e4

The move 1.e4, referred to as the "King's Pawn Opening," has been a popular
choice throughout chess history. This move allows the pawn in front of the king to
advance two squares forward, aiming to control the center and create space for
the other pieces to develop.

Many of the greatest chess players, including Garry Kasparov and Bobby Fischer,
have favored the King's Pawn Opening. Its versatility and ability to lead to a wide
variety of game positions make it an intriguing choice for players of different
styles and temperaments.

1. d4

Another prominent opening move is 1.d4, known as the "Queen's Pawn
Opening." This move allows the pawn in front of the queen to advance two
squares, similarly aiming to establish a strong presence in the center of the
board.
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The Queen's Pawn Opening has been extensively studied and analyzed
throughout history, giving rise to numerous variations and opening systems. It
provides a solid foundation for a strategic and positional approach to the game,
often leading to complex middlegame positions.

1. c4

The move 1.c4, known as the "English Opening," gained popularity in the 19th
century. It involves advancing the pawn in front of the queen's knight to the c4
square, allowing flexibility in controlling the center and preparing for subsequent
pawn advances.

The English Opening has been appreciated for its versatility and subtlety. It
provides a great deal of flexibility in deciding the specific pawn structure and
piece placement, allowing players to tailor their strategy according to their
opponents' responses.

Evolution of the Opening Moves

Over the centuries, the opening moves in chess have evolved as players
experimented with new strategies and innovative approaches. Numerous opening
systems and variations have been developed, each with their unique
characteristics and objectives.

During the Romantic Era of chess in the 19th century, players often favored
aggressive and tactical openings, aiming for quick checkmates and brilliant
combinations. The Italian Game and the King's Gambit were particularly popular
during this period.

In the 20th century, the rise of hypermodernism brought a shift towards more
restrained and strategic openings. The Ruy Lopez, Nimzo-Indian Defense, and



Queen's Gambit became prominent choices among elite players, allowing for
increased control of the center and long-term positional advantages.

The Fascination Continues

Chess has come a long way from its origins in ancient India. Today, it is played by
millions of people worldwide, both casually and professionally. The opening
moves continue to be studied and debated by players at all levels, with new ideas
and novelties constantly emerging.

The first few moves of a game set the stage for the entire battle that follows. They
determine the initial positioning, the strengths, and weaknesses of each side, and
the overall strategic direction. Understanding the history and significance of these
opening moves can provide deeper insights into the game and enhance one's
playing experience.

So, the next time you sit down to play a game of chess, take a moment to
appreciate the rich history behind those first few moves. Enjoy the intellectual
challenge, the strategic depth, and the entertaining battle that unfolds on the 64-
square battlefield.
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The people, places and stories behind the chess openings and their
names

When we play chess, the first few moves define the game . You probably know
the names already: the Sicilian Defense, the Ruy Lopez, the French Defense, the
Caro-Kann, the Benoni, the London System, the Scandinavian Defense and so
on.

But most chess players don't know WHY the openings are called what they are.
In this entertaining book, bestselling author Nathan Rose lays out the origins of
over 50 standard chess openings and their names. The tales are often deeply
connected to the lives of the leading chess grandmasters, the historical events
taking place at the time, and the critical chess world championship contests. All
these stories are collected together in this, the first book dedicated to uncovering
them.

The names of the chess openings tell the history of chess.
You will meet larger than life characters such as Bobby Fischer, Aron
Nimzowitsch, Alexander Alekhine, Frank Marshall, Siegbert Tarrasch, Wilhelm
Steinitz, and Paul Morphy. Some of these men won their fame in the chess world
championship, while some gained wider renown for reasons other than their
ability to play chess. You will be agog at Paul Morphy's stunning conquest of
Europe and subsequent disappearance, the outrageous antics of Aron
Nimzowitsch upon losing a game, and the eccentric names Alexander Alekhine
gave his cats.
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You will also travel through the places and events that defined chess in the early
years. As David Shenk showed in "The Immortal Game", the history of chess has
often mirrored the history of society. There's the 1972 world chess championship
that pitted the Soviet Union's Boris Spassky against America's irascible Bobby
Fischer in the "Match of the Century". The 1939 chess olympiad in Argentina
which coincided with the outbreak of World War II. The unveiling of the
"Mechanical Turk" chess-playing contraption in 18th-century Vienna. And let's not
forget the triumph of Deep Blue over Garry Kasparov.

Over 50 standard chess openings and variations.

The People:
Ruy Lopez
Philidor Defense
Evans Gambit
Petrov's Defense
Schliemann-Jaenisch Gambit
Falkbeer Countergambit
Staunton Gambit
Anderssen's Opening
Morphy's Defense
Caro-Kann Defense
Bird's Opening
Winawer Variation
Albin Countergambit
Steinitz Variation
Chigorin Defense
Alapin's Opening
Maroczy Bind



Tarrasch Defense
Marshall Defense
Rubinstein Variation
Alekhine's Defense
Grunfeld Defense
Reti Opening
Nimzowitsch Defense
Najdorf Variation
Pirc Defense
Torre Attack
Grob's Attack
Larsen's Opening
Benko Gambit
Fischer Defense

The Places:
English Opening
Scotch Opening
French Defense
Dutch Defense
Danish Gambit
Indian Defense
Scandinavian Defense
Sicilian Defense
Catalan Opening
Baltic Opening
Slav Defense
London System
Paris Opening



Berlin Defense
Vienna Game
Budapest Gambit
Leningrad Variation
Scheveningen Variation

The Stories:
Dragon Variation
Giuoco Piano
Benoni Defense
Grand Prix Attack
Orangutan Opening
Fried Liver Attack

Impress your friends with superior opening knowledge - without the tedious study!
Knowing the history of chess will prove your cleverness even more effectively
than winning over the board. Once you have read this book, you can speak of
your temptation to play the Sicilian Defense, but instead play Alekhine's Defense.
Then, you can explain the origins of the names to your opponent. Even if you lose
the game, your opponent will still be impressed!

Enjoy this capitvating romp through the names of the first few moves.
This book is brisk, enjoyable addition to any chess player's library. Prepare to be
surprised, amazed, amused and informed.
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