
The Fascinating Journey of Young Castro –
The Making of a Revolutionary

The story of Fidel Castro is one that has fascinated the world for decades. From
his communist revolution in Cuba to his confrontations with the United States,
Castro has left an indelible mark on history. But what about the years before he
became the iconic leader we know today? In this article, we will explore the
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lesser-known story of young Castro and the experiences that shaped him into the
revolutionary leader he became.

Growing Up in Birán

Fidel Alejandro Castro Ruz was born on August 13, 1926, in the small town of
Birán, Cuba. He was the third child of Ángel Castro, a prosperous farmer, and
Lina Ruz González. Castro's father had a significant influence on his upbringing,
instilling a love for nature, hard work, and Cuban nationalism in the young boy.
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Birán was a rural community in eastern Cuba, where Castro spent his early years
surrounded by sugarcane fields, mango trees, and the natural beauty of the
countryside. This environment provided him with a deep appreciation for the
Cuban land and its people.

Educational Pursuits

Castro's passion for learning began at a young age. He attended various schools
in his early years before enrolling at Colegio Dolores in Santiago de Cuba. It was
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here that he excelled in his studies and showed a particular interest in history and
politics.

Castro's educational pursuits led him to the University of Havana, where he
studied law and continued to immerse himself in political activism. During this
time, he became involved in anti-government movements and developed a strong
sense of social justice.

The Influential Mexico Years

In 1947, Castro traveled to Mexico to further his education and immerse himself
in revolutionary ideologies. It was during his time in Mexico that Castro became
involved with a group of exiled revolutionaries who were planning to overthrow
the Cuban dictator at the time, Fulgencio Batista.

Castro's experiences in Mexico were crucial in shaping his revolutionary ideals
and strategies. He met influential figures like Ernesto "Che" Guevara, who would
later become his trusted ally and a key figure in the Cuban Revolution.

The Birth of the 26th of July Movement

On July 26, 1953, Castro led an armed assault on the Moncada Barracks in
Santiago de Cuba, hoping to spark a revolution against the Batista regime.
Although the attack failed and Castro was captured, his trial speech, known as
"History Will Absolve Me," became a defining moment in his rise to prominence.

Castro's imprisonment did not deter him from his revolutionary goals. After his
release, he went into exile in Mexico, where he continued to plan and prepare for
the overthrow of Batista. It was during this time that he founded the 26th of July
Movement, named after the failed attack on the Moncada Barracks.

The Cuban Revolution



On December 2, 1956, Castro and a group of rebels sailed from Mexico to Cuba,
landing in the Sierra Maestra mountains. This marked the beginning of the Cuban
Revolution, a guerrilla war against Batista's forces.

Despite facing numerous challenges, including military setbacks and internal
divisions within his own movement, Castro's determination and leadership skills
guided the revolution to victory. On January 1, 1959, Batista fled Cuba, and
Castro assumed power, heralding a new era for the island nation.

Legacy and Impact

Castro's time in power was marked by controversy, with supporters hailing him as
a champion of socialism and a defender of the Cuban people, while critics
accused him of suppressing human rights and stifling political freedom.

Nevertheless, Castro's impact on Cuba and the world cannot be denied. Under
his rule, Cuba underwent significant social and economic changes, with the
implementation of agrarian reform, universal healthcare, and extensive
educational programs.

Young Castro's journey from a small-town boy to a revolutionary leader is an
incredible tale of determination, passion, and unwavering belief in the power of a
united people. Regardless of one's opinion about his policies and actions, his
story is a testament to the transformative potential of one individual.

The making of Young Castro – a revolutionary leader who defied the odds and
changed the course of history – was influenced by various factors, including his
upbringing in Birán, his educational pursuits, transformative experiences in
Mexico, and the birth of the 26th of July Movement. His ultimate triumph in
leading the Cuban Revolution has left an enduring legacy that continues to shape
Cuba and inspire revolutionaries around the world.
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This intimate, revisionist portrait of Fidel Castro, showing how an unlikely young
Cuban led his country in revolution and transfixed the world, is “sure to become
the standard on Castro’s early life” (Publishers Weekly).

Until now, biographers have treated Castro’s life like prosecutors, scouring his
past for evidence to convict a person they don’t like or don’t understand. Young
Castro challenges us to put aside the caricature of a bearded, cigar-munching,
anti-American hothead to discover how Castro became the dictator who acted as
a thorn in the side of US presidents for nearly half a century.

In this “gripping and edifying narrative…Hansen brings imposing research and
notable erudition” (Booklist) to Castro’s early life, showing Castro getting his
toughness from a father who survived Spain’s class system and colonial wars to
become one of the most successful independent plantation owners in Cuba. We
see a boy running around that plantation more comfortable playing with the
children of his father’s laborers than his own classmates at elite boarding schools
in Santiago de Cuba and Havana. We discover a young man who writes flowery
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love letters from prison and contemplates the meaning of life, a gregarious soul
attentive to the needs of strangers but often indifferent to the needs of his own
family. These pages show a liberal democrat who admires FDR’s New Deal
policies and is skeptical of communism, but is also hostile to American
imperialism. They show an audacious militant who stages a reckless attack on a
military barracks but is canny about building an army of resisters. In short, Young
Castro reveals a complex man.

The first American historian in a generation to gain access to the Castro archives
in Havana, Jonathan Hansen was able to secure cooperation from Castro’s family
and closest confidants. He gained access to hundreds of never-before-seen
letters and interviewed people he was the first to ask for their impressions of the
man. The result is a nuanced and penetrating portrait of a man at once brilliant,
arrogant, bold, vulnerable, and all too human: a man who, having grown up on an
island that felt like a colonial cage, was compelled to lead his country to
independence.
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