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Disclaimer: The following article presents an in-depth exploration of the
captivating biography of Robert Hillary King, a prominent figure in the Black
Panther movement. Brace yourself for an illuminating journey into his
extraordinary life!
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The legacy of the Black Panther Party is one that continues to reverberate
through both American history and the struggle for civil rights worldwide. Within
this legendary movement, few individuals have left as indelible a mark as Robert
Hillary King. His autobiography not only captures the essence of his journey but
also delves into the profound challenges and triumphs that shaped his life.

From the Bottom of the Heap: The Autobiography
of Black Panther Robert Hillary King
by Robert Hillary King (Kindle Edition)

4.4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2317 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 232 pages

Early Life and the Road to Activism

Born on September 28, 1942, in Woodville, Mississippi, King experienced the
realities of racial discrimination from an early age. The deeply ingrained prejudice
he faced sparked a sense of injustice within him, planting the seeds for his future
activism.
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King's involvement began when he moved to New Orleans in the early 1960s. It
was during this time that he joined the Black Panther Party, a radical organization
fighting against racial oppression and social injustice.

An Incarceration That Transformed A Life

In 1970, King was arrested and charged with a crime he did not commit. This
unjust conviction marked the beginning of a harrowing and transformative journey
within the walls of Angola State Penitentiary. King's autobiography chronicles the
brutalities he endured, the inhumane conditions he faced daily, and the
tremendous courage that emerged in the face of adversity.
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The Angola Three and Unbreakable Bonds

While incarcerated, King formed a powerful friendship with two fellow prisoners,
Albert Woodfox and Herman Wallace. Known as the Angola Three, they
dedicated their lives to fighting for justice and exposing the inhumane practices
within the prison system.

Thirty-One Years of Wrongful Imprisonment

For an agonizing thirty-one years, King fought to prove his innocence. During this
time, he continuously faced physical and psychological torment, his spirit
unyielding despite the countless obstacles thrown his way.

Freedom and Life After Incarceration
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In 2001, King's unbreakable determination eventually shattered the walls that
confined him. After three decades unjustly spent behind bars, his conviction was
overturned, granting him the freedom he had tirelessly fought for.

Activism Beyond Prison Walls

Following his release, King emerged as an advocate for prison reform, dedicating
his life to raising awareness about the systemic issues ingrained within the
criminal justice system.

Robert Hillary King's autobiography is a thought-provoking account that provides
invaluable insights into the challenges faced by Black Panther activists during
their fight for justice and equality. His story serves as a testament to the strength
of the human spirit, reminding us of the power of resilience and the importance of
continuing to fight against social injustices in all their forms.
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So, brace yourself for a captivating journey, as we explore the
autobiography of Robert Hillary King - a remarkable life that stands as a
testament to the indomitable spirit of the human race.
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In 1970, a jury convicted Robert Hillary King of a crime he did not commit and
sentenced him to 35 years in prison. He became a member of the Black Panther
Party while in Angola State Penitentiary, successfully organizing prisoners to
improve conditions. In return, prison authorities beat him, starved him, and gave
him life without parole after framing him for a second crime. He was thrown into
solitary confinement, where he remained in a six-by-nine-foot cell for 29 years as
one of the Angola 3. In 2001, the state grudgingly acknowledged his innocence
and set him free. This is his story.

It begins at the beginning: born black, born poor, born in Louisiana in 1942, King
journeyed to Chicago as a hobo at the age of 15. He married and had a child, and
briefly pursued a semi-pro boxing career to help provide for his family. Just a
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teenager when he entered the Louisiana penal system for the first time, King tells
of his attempts to break out of this system, and his persistent pursuit of justice
where there is none.

Yet this remains a story of inspiration and courage, and the triumph of the human
spirit. The conditions in Angola almost defy description, yet King never gave up
his humanity, or the work towards justice for all prisoners that he continues to do
today. From the Bottom of the Heap, so simply and humbly told, strips bare the
economic and social injustices inherent in our society, while continuing to be a
powerful literary testimony to our own strength and capacity to overcome. The
paperback edition includes additional writings from Robert King and an update on
the case of the Angola 3.
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