
The Federal Bureau Of Investigation:
Protecting America and Fighting Crime
The Federal Bureau of Investigation, commonly known as the FBI, is the principal
investigative agency of the United States federal government. Established in
1908, the FBI's main objective is to protect and defend the United States against
terrorist and foreign intelligence threats, uphold and enforce the criminal laws of
the country, and provide leadership and criminal justice services to federal, state,
municipal, and international agencies and partners.

History and Significant Achievements

To fully understand the importance and impact of the FBI, it's essential to delve
into its history and remarkable accomplishments over the years. The FBI traces
its roots back to 1908 when it was initially known as the Bureau of Investigation.
The agency underwent significant transformations under renowned leaders such
as J. Edgar Hoover, who served as the FBI Director for an impressive 48 years.

Since its inception, the FBI has played a crucial role in investigating and solving
some of the most high-profile crimes in American history. From capturing iconic
criminals like John Dillinger and Al Capone during the Prohibition era to
dismantling organized crime syndicates like the Italian Mafia, the FBI has
consistently upheld its reputation as the country's premier law enforcement
agency.
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One of the FBI's most notable successes was its pursuit and capture of the
Unabomber, Theodore Kaczynski. Over a span of nearly two decades, the
Unabomber sent a series of mail bombs that killed three people and injured
dozens. Through meticulous forensic work and collaboration with various law
enforcement agencies, the FBI was able to apprehend Kaczynski and bring him
to justice.

Mission and Jurisdiction

The FBI's mission is wide-ranging, aiming to both protect the American people
and uphold the nation's laws. Its national security priorities include
counterterrorism, counterintelligence, cybercrime, public corruption, civil rights
violations, and organized crime. The agency also plays a significant role in
combating human trafficking, white-collar crime, and various other federal
offenses.

Moreover, the FBI has concurrent jurisdiction with other federal agencies in
enforcing over 200 categories of federal crimes. This includes investigating and
addressing crimes such as drug trafficking, espionage, kidnapping, bank
robberies, and violent crimes against children.
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Specialized Units and Expertise

To effectively carry out its diverse missions, the FBI has established specialized
units and teams that are experts in different areas of law enforcement. These
units include the Critical Incident Response Group (CIRG), the Hostage Rescue
Team (HRT), the Behavioral Analysis Unit (BAU), and the Cyber Division.

The CIRG comprises several tactical teams, including the FBI's renowned SWAT
teams, crisis negotiators, and special agents specially trained to handle
hazardous situations such as bombings and hostage scenarios. The HRT, on the
other hand, acts as the FBI's elite counterterrorism unit, executing high-risk
operations to rescue hostages and apprehend dangerous criminals.

The BAU employs the expertise of criminal profilers who create psychological
profiles of unknown offenders to assist in ongoing investigations. This unit has
garnered significant public attention, largely due to its portrayal in popular TV
shows and movies, highlighting its critical role in solving complex cases.

Additionally, the FBI's Cyber Division plays a crucial role in combating
cybercrime, cyberterrorism, and protecting the country's critical infrastructure from
digital threats. With the rise of technologically advanced crimes, the division is
continually developing new techniques and tools to stay one step ahead of
cybercriminals.

International Cooperation

Crime does not limit itself within national borders, and neither does the FBI. The
agency recognizes the importance of international cooperation in addressing
transnational crimes, including terrorism, human trafficking, drug smuggling, and
cybercrime.



The FBI has legal attachés, commonly known as LEGATs, stationed in U.S.
embassies and consulates worldwide. These attachés work closely with their
international counterparts, sharing intelligence, conducting joint investigations,
and fostering relationships to better combat international crime.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation, with its rich history, remarkable
achievements, and diverse missions, stands as the pinnacle of law enforcement
in the United States. From protecting the American people to enforcing federal
laws, the FBI plays an indispensable role in maintaining the nation's security and
justice system.

As we navigate an ever-evolving world filled with new threats, the FBI continues
to adapt and innovate to ensure it stays ahead of criminals and preserves the
safety of the American society. Through its specialized units, international
cooperation, and vast expertise, the FBI embodies the ideals of justice, courage,
and dedication in protecting America and fighting crime.
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This authoritative two-volume reference resource uses a combination of
encyclopedia entries and primary sources to provide a comprehensive overview
of the FBI, detailing its history, most famous leaders and agents, institutional
structure and authority, law enforcement responsibilities, reporting relationships to
other parts of government, and major events and controversies.

Today the FBI sits squarely at the intersection of major controversies surrounding
the presidential campaign and administration of Donald Trump, foreign
interference in U.S. elections, and politicization of law enforcement. But the FBI
has always been in the political spotlight—its history is dotted with episodes that
have come under heavy scrutiny, from its surveillance of civil rights leaders during
the 1960s to the methods it employs to combat domestic terrorism in the post-
9/11 era. And all the while, FBI agents and offices across the country continue to
investigate a wide range of lawbreaking, from organized crime (in all its facets) to
white-collar crime and corruption by public officials.
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