
The Golden Bees: The Story Of The
Bonapartes
The Bonaparte family is widely known for their remarkable impact on European
history. From Napoleon Bonaparte's rise to power as Emperor of the French to
his grandnephew Napoleon III's political achievements, the Bonapartes have left
an indelible mark on the world. But amidst their rise and fall lies a lesser-known
story, one encompassing fortune, ambition, and the captivating symbol of the
golden bees.

The Symbol That Shaped an Empire

The golden bees have long been associated with the Bonaparte family, and their
significance traces back centuries. The origin of this symbolic insect can be
traced back to ancient Rome, where bees were regarded as messengers of the
gods, representing power and immortality. It was during his coronation as
Emperor of the French in 1804 that Napoleon I adopted the golden bee as the
emblem of his reign, solidifying its connection with the Bonapartes.

Legend has it that when Napoleon was just a young general, his troops
discovered a golden beehive hidden within the Palace of Versailles. Intrigued by
this unexpected find, Napoleon saw it as a sign of his divine destiny and an omen
of his future imperial reign. Since then, the golden bees have become intertwined
with the Bonaparte legacy and emblematic of their power.
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A Hive of Family Intrigue

As the Bonapartes skyrocketed to prominence, their family dynamic became
increasingly entangled. The story of the golden bees unraveled alongside intense
rivalries, political maneuvers, and lovesickness. From Napoleon's tumultuous
relationship with Josephine de Beauharnais to his marriage to the noblewoman
Marie-Louise of Austria, the Bonaparte family tree was a labyrinth of ambition and
romance.

The symbolism of the golden bees extended beyond Napoleon himself, with his
siblings and family members playing integral roles in their tumultuous history.
Joseph Bonaparte, Napoleon's older brother, became King of Naples, then later
King of Spain. Elisa, Napoleon's younger sister, served as the Grand Duchess of
Tuscany. These familial connections formed a complex web of alliances and
rivalries, all intertwined with the golden bees.

The Fall of an Empire

Despite their initial glory and power, the Bonapartes' reign eventually crumbled.
Napoleon's military campaigns faced defeat, leading to his exile and abdication
as Emperor of the French. His nephews, Napoleon II and Napoleon III, attempted
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to revive the family's legacy but faced their own share of challenges. The golden
bees, though tarnished by these setbacks, continued to represent the Bonaparte
name and the dream of a restored empire.

The Legacy Lives On

Today, the golden bees continue to captivate and inspire. Their image can be
found in various artworks and artifacts from the Napoleonic era. Symbolizing
ambition, power, and adaptability, the golden bees serve as a reminder of the
Bonaparte family's enduring legacy.

From the glories of their rise to the depths of their fall, the Bonapartes' story is an
enthralling tale of ambition, power, and passion. And at the heart of it all, the
golden bees stand as a symbol of their remarkable journey. So, let us delve
deeper into the captivating history of the Bonapartes and uncover the secrets
behind the alluring golden bees.
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Napoleon III, being accused on one occasion of having nothing of the Great
Napoleon about him, replied with as much exasperation as wit, that he did, on the
contrary, have his relations.

This book is a domestic chronicle of the incredible Bonaparte family, a greedy,
amorous, quarrelsome and hot-blooded Corsican clan who provided nineteenth-
century Europe — and America — not only with two French emperors but also
with a dazzling assortment of pretenders and parvenus, statesmen and
eccentrics, great ladies and adventurers.

Plumped onto the thrones of Europe by the career of Napoleon I, who probably
took better care of his family than any other conqueror in history, the Bonapartes
survived the wreck of the two empires they ruled, buzzing around the honeypots
of the continent with all the persistence of the imperial bees of Napoleon's crest.

This is a personal history, not a political one. It is the family, with its eccentricities,
vulgarities and fascinations manifesting themselves in generation after
generation, which holds the centre of the stage. The great political, economic and
military events of the time are heard dimly as 'noises off'. Napoleon I himself
appears as a son, brother, husband, father and above all as the founder of a
dynasty, rather than as a great public figure.

Theo Aronson paints this family portrait with a wealth of detail based on many
years of research with historical documents and original records, letters, memoirs
and family diaries.

Praise for The Golden Bees:

‘A very considerable feat… a long, comfortable, easy-going sort of narrative full of
tit-bits of information, stuffed with anecdotes’ - Observer



‘This is a hugely entertaining book. Neither biography nor history; but a mixture of
both.… All lovers of royal gossip, of sprightly anecdotes and of the scandal and
personal drama of history should delight in it’ - New York Times

Theo Aronson is the author of over twenty works of royal historical biography,
published in eleven languages. Among the widely read are Grandmama of
Europe, The King in Love, Napoleon and Josephine and a biography of Princess
Margaret. In the course of researching and writing these books he has
interviewed major and minor members of Britain’s royal family and members of
the royal households, as well as various officials, servants, friends and others
whose lives are in some way connected with the monarchy.
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