
The Hidden History of Arlington County

Arlington County, situated in the Commonwealth of Virginia, is not only known for
its proximity to the nation's capital but also for its rich historical background.
Beneath the hustle and bustle of modern life lies a fascinating tale of buried
treasures, political upheavals, and momentous events. In this article, we will
delve into the hidden history of Arlington County, unearthing its secrets and
shedding light on lesser-known aspects that make this county a treasure trove for
history enthusiasts.

The Original Inhabitants - Native American Tribes
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Long before European settlers arrived in the area, Arlington County was home to
several Native American tribes. The most prominent among them were the
Powhatan Confederacy and the Piscataway Indians. These tribes lived in
harmony with the natural surroundings, leaving behind fascinating artifacts that
allow us a glimpse into their culture and way of life.

The Arlington House - A Witness to History

One of Arlington County's most iconic landmarks is the Arlington House - a stately
mansion overlooking the Potomac River. Built in the early 19th century, this house

FREE

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/ejDZa/Hidden-History-of-Arlington-County-Part-of-Hidden-History-80-Books.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/ejDZa/Hidden-History-of-Arlington-County-Part-of-Hidden-History-80-Books.pdf


has witnessed the transformation of the United States through numerous
historical events. From its association with George Washington Parke Custis and
Robert E. Lee to its role as a military command center during the Civil War, the
Arlington House continues to fascinate visitors with its rich history.

The Arlington Cemetery - A Final Resting Place

Arlington County is home to one of the most renowned national cemeteries in the
United States - the Arlington National Cemetery. This hallowed ground serves as
the final resting place for military veterans, presidents, and other notable figures.
With its solemn atmosphere and thousands of meticulously placed headstones,
the cemetery stands as a testament to the sacrifices made by those who served
the nation.

The Underground Railroad - Freedom's Trail
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Arlington County played a vital role in the Underground Railroad, a network of
secret routes and safe houses that aided enslaved African Americans in their
quest for freedom. The county was a significant stop along the journey to liberty,
providing refuge to escaped slaves and assisting them in reaching the North. The
underground railroad passageways and hidden paths still echo with the untold
stories of resilience and determination.

Civil Rights Movement - Breaking the Chains
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Arlington County played an active role in the Civil Rights Movement, challenging
segregation and promoting equality. From the desegregation of schools to the
participation in peaceful protests, Arlington residents fought for justice and equal
rights. The county's role in this pivotal era of American history should not be
forgotten, as it serves as a reminder of the relentless pursuit of freedom and
equality.
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Arlington County may be overshadowed by the neighboring Washington, D.C.,
but its hidden history speaks volumes about its enduring significance. The story
of Arlington County is a tapestry woven with struggles, triumphs, and acts of
heroism. Exploring its past helps us understand the present and strive for a
brighter future. So, let us unravel the secrets, appreciate the sacrifices, and
immerse ourselves in the hidden history of Arlington County.
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For over two centuries, Arlington County has been a steadfast center for
government institutions and a vibrant part of the Washington, D.C., community.

Many notable figures made their home in the area, like Supreme Court chief
justice Warren Burger, General George "Blood 'n' Guts" Patton and a beauty
queen who almost married crooner Dean Martin. The drama of Virginia's first
school integration unfolded in Arlington beginning in the late 1950s. In the 1960s,
two motorcycle gangs clashed in public at a suburban shopping center. Local
author, historian and "Our Man in Arlington" Charlie Clark uncovers the vivid, and
hidden, history of a capital community.
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