
The Inevitability Of Tragedy: A Reminder Of
Life's Bittersweet Nature
Tragedy - a word that strikes fear, sadness, and discomfort into our hearts. We
live in a world where tragic events occur every day, reminding us of the fragility
and unpredictability of life. From natural disasters to personal misfortunes,
tragedy knows no boundaries. It is an inevitable part of the human experience.

Why then, do we fight against tragedy? Why do we try to resist it, deny it, and
shield ourselves from its harsh realities? It is in our nature to seek happiness, to
crave joy and peace. Tragedy disrupts this equilibrium, forcing us to confront our
vulnerability and our mortality.

However, instead of running away, we should embrace tragedy as an intrinsic
part of our journey. It is through tragedy that we learn, grow, and find deeper
meaning in our existence. Tragedy serves as a catalyst for personal
development, pushing us outside our comfort zones and compelling us to
reevaluate our priorities.
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One of the most famous plays ever written, Shakespeare's Hamlet, embodies the
universal theme of tragedy. The eponymous protagonist grapples with despair,
revenge, and the inexorable march of fate. Hamlet's journey is a reflection of our
own struggles to make sense of an often harsh and cruel world.

In life, tragedy takes many forms. It might be the loss of a loved one, the failure of
a dream, or a sudden setback that shatters our carefully constructed plans. It is
easy to fall into despair when faced with such adversities, but it is crucial to
remember that tragedy does not define us. It is merely a chapter in our story,
albeit a painful one.

The philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche once said, "What does not kill me, makes
me stronger." Tragedy tests our resilience and our ability to find hope in the
darkest of times. It forces us to confront our deepest fears and confront the
mortality that lies within us all. Those who emerge from tragedy with newfound
strength and wisdom are the true survivors.

Tragedy can also unite us as a society. In times of crisis, we often witness acts of
heroism, compassion, and selflessness. People rally together, driven by a shared
desire to alleviate suffering and provide support to those in need. Tragedy
reminds us of our interconnectedness and the power of empathy.

Nevertheless, accepting the inevitability of tragedy does not mean embracing a
life devoid of joy or optimism. It is quite the opposite. By acknowledging tragedy's
presence, we can fully appreciate the beauty, love, and happiness that also exist
in our lives. We learn to seize the moments of joy amidst the chaos and to
cherish the relationships we hold dear.
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Ultimately, the inescapable nature of tragedy teaches us humility, resilience, and
the impermanence of everything in life. It pushes us towards personal growth,
urging us to become more compassionate, understanding, and empathetic
beings.

So, let us not shy away from tragedy but instead face it head-on. Let us embrace
it as an integral part of our journey and allow it to shape us into stronger
individuals. For it is through tragedy that we discover the true depth of our
humanity and the strength to overcome life's inevitable challenges.
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A new portrait of Henry Kissinger focusing on the fundamental ideas underlying
his policies: Realism, balance of power, and national interest.

Few public officials have provoked such intense controversy as Henry Kissinger.
During his time in the Nixon and Ford administrations, he came to be admired
and hated in equal measure. Notoriously, he believed that foreign affairs ought to
be based primarily on the power relationships of a situation, not simply on ethics.
He went so far as to argue that under certain circumstances America had to
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protect its national interests even if that meant repressing other countries’
attempts at democracy. For this reason, many today on both the right and left
dismiss him as a latter-day Machiavelli, ignoring the breadth and complexity of his
thought.

With The Inevitability of Tragedy, Barry Gewen corrects this shallow view,
presenting the fascinating story of Kissinger’s development as both a strategist
and an intellectual and examining his unique role in government through his
ideas. It analyzes his contentious policies in Vietnam and Chile, guided by a fresh
understanding of his definition of Realism, the belief that world politics is based
on an inevitable, tragic competition for power. Crucially, Gewen places Kissinger’s
pessimistic thought in a European context. He considers how Kissinger was
deeply impacted by his experience as a refugee from Nazi Germany, and
explores the links between his notions of power and those of his mentor, Hans
Morgenthau—the father of Realism—as well as those of two other German-
Jewish émigrés who shared his concerns about the weaknesses of democracy:
Leo Strauss and Hannah Arendt. The Inevitability of Tragedy offers a thoughtful
perspective on the origins of Kissinger’s sober worldview and argues that a
reconsideration of his career is essential at a time when American foreign policy
lacks direction.
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