
The Interventions Of Jean Laplanche
Psychoanalysis In New Key
Psychoanalysis is a field that has been explored by numerous psychologists and
theorists. One of the esteemed figures in this domain is Jean Laplanche. Known
for his groundbreaking interventions in psychoanalysis, Laplanche has paved the
way for new perspectives and understandings of the human mind. In this article,
we will delve into the key interventions of Jean Laplanche and their relevance in
shaping modern psychoanalysis.

The Unconscious and the Seduction Theory

One of the fundamental concepts introduced by Laplanche is the idea of the
unconscious. He believed that the unconscious holds repressed desires and
memories that influence our thoughts, behaviors, and emotions. According to
Laplanche, these unconscious desires are not innate but rather acquired through
experiences and interactions with others.

Building upon Freud's theories, Laplanche expanded the notion of the
unconscious to include the concept of seduction. He argued that children are
subjected to seductive experiences by adults, which play a significant role in
shaping their unconscious desires. These seductive experiences can be both
explicit, such as sexual abuse, or subtle, like an inappropriate comment or
gesture.
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The seduction theory proposed by Laplanche challenges Freud's earlier
assumption that childhood seduction fantasies were mere products of the child's
imagination. Instead, Laplanche emphasized the real experiences of seduction
and their impact on the child's psyche.

The Theory of Enigmatic Messages

Laplanche introduced the concept of enigmatic messages, which refers to the
communication between children and adults that is veiled in ambiguity or hidden
meaning. He believed that children are constantly exposed to enigmatic
messages from their parents or caregivers, which contribute to the formation of
their unconscious desires.

Enigmatic messages can be anything from a subtle change in tone when
discussing a certain topic, to a metaphorical or symbolic statement that leaves
the child perplexed. According to Laplanche, these messages force the child to
search for meaning and significance, leading to the development of unconscious
desires and fantasies.

The Other as a Psychoanalytic Concept
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Another significant contribution of Jean Laplanche is the redefinition of the
concept of the Other in psychoanalysis. He argued that the Other refers not only
to the people in a child's life but also to the cultural and social norms that shape
their understanding of themselves and the world.

Laplanche emphasized that the Other plays a crucial role in the formation of
unconscious desires and fantasies. It is through the interactions and encounters
with the Other that the child acquires language, symbols, and social expectations.
These external influences shape the child's understanding of themselves and
their place in society, influencing their unconscious thoughts and desires.

Relevance in Modern Psychoanalysis

The interventions introduced by Jean Laplanche have had a profound impact on
modern psychoanalysis. His emphasis on the role of seduction, enigmatic
messages, and the Other in shaping the unconscious desires and fantasies has
challenged traditional Freudian theories.

Modern psychoanalysts have embraced Laplanche's interventions, incorporating
them into their therapeutic practices. By unraveling the hidden meanings behind
enigmatic messages and exploring the impact of seduction experiences,
therapists aim to uncover the repressed desires and memories that influence their
clients' behavior and mental well-being.

Laplanche's emphasis on the Other has also influenced the field of cultural
psychoanalysis, highlighting the importance of societal influences in shaping
individual desires and identities. This broader perspective acknowledges the
impact of culture, language, and social norms in the formation of unconscious
thoughts and desires.



The interventions of Jean Laplanche in psychoanalysis have opened new doors
for understanding the human mind. Through his exploration of the unconscious,
seduction theory, enigmatic messages, and the Other, Laplanche has challenged
conventional Freudian perspectives and paved the way for more nuanced
understandings of our psychological makeup.

Modern psychoanalysis has integrated his interventions into therapeutic
practices, enriching the field and aiding in the exploration of repressed desires
and memories. By acknowledging the influence of societal and cultural factors,
Laplanche's interventions have expanded the scope of psychoanalysis, making it
a more comprehensive and inclusive discipline.
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Exigent Psychoanalysis: The Interventions of Jean Laplanche offers a bold
exploration of the contemporary psychoanalytic field by focusing on key issues
through the lens of one of this century's most exacting and invigorating
psychoanalytic theorists.　
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Deliberately taking an integrative approach that spans a vast range of
psychoanalytic ideas - with particular focus on the enduring tension between
Freudian and Relational paradigms - Ashtor shows how a rigorous close reading
of Laplanche’s work can disrupt stale binaries and forge new possibilities for
revolutionizing the foundations of psychoanalysis. Organized as pointed
interventions on such topics as metapsychology, motivation, the unconscious and
psychic structure, Ashtor integrates cutting edge research on Affect theory and
sexuality to demonstrate the potential for fieldwide innovation.

Of interest to established and emerging clinicians alike and aimed at addressing
a broad spectrum of theoretical positions, Exigent Psychoanalysis offers the first
extensive clinical and theoretical study of Laplanche’s work, thus facilitating a
timely and cutting-edge intervention in contemporary psychoanalytic debates.
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