
The Intriguing Disputed Questions on Evil by
Aquinas – Debunking the Mysteries
Welcome to the exploration of one of the most fascinating theological works in
history - Thomas Aquinas' Disputed Questions on Evil. In this detailed analysis,
we will delve into the depths of his philosophical arguments, unraveling the
complexities that surround the notion of evil, and shedding light on Aquinas'
profound insights. Brace yourself for a captivating journey through centuries of
wisdom that will challenge your preconceived notions and leave you with a new
perspective on the nature of evil.

Understanding Aquinas' Approach to Evil

Aquinas, the renowned Italian medieval philosopher and theologian, dedicated a
significant part of his life to addressing the fundamental questions of good and
evil. His Disputed Questions on Evil, written in the mid-13th century, serves as an
extensive exploration of this elusive concept. Aquinas approached evil with a
unique blend of logic, reason, and divine revelation, aiming to reconcile the
existence of evil with the omnipotence and goodness of God.

One of the key features of Aquinas' philosophy is his distinction between physical
evil and moral evil. Physical evil refers to the suffering, pain, and natural disasters
that afflict the world, while moral evil encompasses the immoral actions
committed by humans, such as theft or murder. By making this distinction,
Aquinas lays the groundwork for a deeper analysis of evil and its intricacies.
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The Problem of Evil: Aquinas' Puzzle

The existence of evil poses a profound challenge to the belief in an all-knowing,
all-powerful, and benevolent God. Aquinas acknowledges this conundrum and
embarks on a quest to reconcile these seemingly contradictory notions. His
exploration of evil seeks to illuminate the conditions under which evil can exist,
ultimately leading to a greater understanding of the divine plan.

In his Disputed Questions on Evil, Aquinas navigates through various arguments
and counterarguments put forth by philosophers of his time. He delves into the
origins of evil, its role in free will, and the mechanisms through which it is
permitted by God. Aquinas' approach involves meticulous logical reasoning and
references to theological doctrines, allowing his readers to grasp the multifaceted
nature of evil.

The Role of Evil in the Divine Plan

Contrary to the notion that evil is merely an absence of good, Aquinas argues that
evil, in itself, possesses a certain degree of existence. He argues that just as
darkness is not the absence of light but a positive entity, evil deserves its own
place in the cosmic order. Furthermore, Aquinas asserts that evil plays a crucial
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role in the divine plan, highlighting the necessity of contrasts and trials in human
existence to facilitate moral growth and the pursuit of virtue.

According to Aquinas, God's allowance of evil is not an endorsement or an act of
indifference. Rather, it stems from God's infinite wisdom and benevolence, as He
ultimately utilizes evil to bring about a greater good. In this sense, evil is seen as
a means to an end, serving as a catalyst for personal and spiritual development.

The Paradox of Evil and Divine Omnipotence

A persistent challenge raised against the belief in an all-powerful God is the
presence of evil in the world. Aquinas tackles this paradox head-on, stating that
God, in His infinite power, is capable of eliminating all evil. However, He permits
its existence for the sake of greater goods that result from its presence. Aquinas
identifies three types of goods resulting from evil: punishment for sin, the
manifestation of divine justice, and the demonstration of God's power to
overcome evil.

Furthermore, Aquinas emphasizes the importance of human free will in
understanding the existence of evil. He argues that God, in His omniscience,
granted humans the freedom to choose between good and evil. While this
freedom allows for the possibility of moral evil, it also enables individuals to
pursue moral excellence and align their will with the divine.

Aquinas' Impact and Legacy

Aquinas' Disputed Questions on Evil stands as a testament to his intellectual
prowess and theological contributions. His thought-provoking approach to the
problem of evil continues to inspire scholars and theologians to this day. By
weaving together logic, reason, and faith, Aquinas offers a comprehensive
framework for understanding evil within the grand tapestry of God's plan.



In , Aquinas' Disputed Questions on Evil presents a captivating exploration of one
of the most enduring philosophical dilemmas. Through his meticulous reasoning
and deep theological insights, Aquinas invites us to grapple with the complexities
of evil, its existence, and its role in shaping human experience. By engaging in
this intellectual journey, we gain a newfound appreciation for the intricate
relationship between good and evil, and the divine wisdom that ultimately guides
all things.
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Thomas Aquinas's Disputed Questions on Evil is a careful and detailed analysis
of the general topic of evil, including discussions on evil as privation, human free
choice, the cause of moral evil, moral failure, and the so-called seven deadly
sins. This collection of ten, specially commissioned new essays, the first book-
length English-language study of Disputed Questions on Evil, examines the most
interesting and philosophically relevant aspects of Aquinas's work, highlighting
what is distinctive about it and situating it in relation not only to Aquinas's other
works but also to contemporary philosophical debates in metaphysics, ethics, and
philosophy of action. The essays also explore the history of the work's
interpretation. The volume will be of interest to researchers in a broad range of
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philosophical disciplines including medieval philosophy and history of philosophy,
as well as to theologians.
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