The Life, Art, and Legacy of Charles Eamer
Kempe

Charles Eamer Kempe, a highly acclaimed British stained glass artist and
designer, left an indelible mark on the world of art. With his innovative techniques
and distinctive style, Kempe became one of the most renowned figures in the
field of stained glass during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This article

explores the life, art, and lasting legacy of this remarkable artist.

The Early Days

Charles Eamer Kempe was born on June 29, 1837, in Ovingdean, a small village
near Brighton, England. From an early age, his artistic talents were evident, and
he developed a keen interest in the decorative arts. Kempe attended high school

in Brighton, where he further honed his skills in drawing and design.

After completing his education, Kempe moved to London, where he joined the
architectural firm of Sir Matthew Digby Wyatt. During his time there, he gained
valuable experience in the field of stained glass, working on various ecclesiastical

projects.
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The Kempe Style

One of the defining features of Charles Eamer Kempe's work was his unique
artistic style. His stained glass windows are characterized by their rich colors,
intricate details, and delicate use of shading. Kempe incorporated medieval
motifs and biblical themes into his designs, creating visually captivating and

spiritually uplifting compositions.

Unlike many stained glass artists of his time, Kempe designed his windows as
complete works of art, considering not only the individual panels but also their
placement within the surrounding architecture. His approach allowed for a
harmonious integration of the stained glass with the overall aesthetic of the

building, enhancing the visual impact of his creations.

Another distinguishing feature of Kempe's work was his attention to detail. He
employed skilled craftsmen to create his designs, ensuring that every piece of
glass was carefully selected and meticulously crafted. The result was windows of
outstanding quality and beauty, admired and cherished by both the clergy and the

general public.

A Legacy of Influence

During his prolific career, Charles Eamer Kempe designed hundreds of stained
glass windows for churches, cathedrals, and other religious buildings across the
United Kingdom and beyond. His creations can be found in notable places such
as Westminster Abbey, St. Paul's Cathedral, and even in several churches in

Canada, Australia, and the United States.
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Kempe's influence extended beyond his own creations. He founded a successful
stained glass studio, employing talented artists and craftsmen who continued his
work after his death in 1907. The studio produced numerous windows in the

Kempe style, ensuring that his artistic legacy would endure.

Today, Kempe's stained glass windows are still admired for their exceptional
beauty and artistic merit. They serve as a testament to his skill and vision,

continuing to inspire and captivate viewers with their breathtaking splendor.

Preserving the Legacy

The ongoing preservation and restoration of Kempe's stained glass windows
have become a crucial endeavor among art enthusiasts and historians. Efforts
are made to ensure that these valuable works of art are safeguarded for future

generations to enjoy.

With advancements in conservation techniques and dedication from
organizations and individuals, Kempe's legacy remains intact. The meticulous
care and attention given to these windows allow their brilliance to shine through,

even after more than a century.

A Lasting Impact

Charles Eamer Kempe's contributions to the field of stained glass art cannot be
overstated. His innovation, craftsmanship, and distinctive style continue to have a
lasting impact on the art world. From his humble beginnings in a small village to
his enduring legacy, Kempe's work serves as a testament to the power of

creativity and dedication.

So, the next time you have the opportunity to admire a beautiful stained glass

window, think about the incredible journey of Charles Eamer Kempe and the



profound impact he made through his artistic vision and legacy.
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Kempe offers a radical revaluation of the life, work and reputation of Charles
Eamer Kempe (1837-1907), one of the most remarkable and influential figures in
late Victorian and Edwardian church art. Kempe's name became synonymous
with a distinctive style of stained glass, furnishing and decoration deriving from
late mediaeval and early Renaissance models. To this day, his hand can be seen
in churches and cathedrals worldwide. Drawing on newly available archive
material, Adrian Barlow evaluates Kempe's achievement in creating a Studio or
School of artists and craftsmen who interpreted his designs and remained fiercely
loyal to his aesthetic and religious ideals. He assesses his legacy and reputation
today, as well as exploring his networks of patrons and influence, which stretched
from the Royal Family and the Church of England hierarchy to the literary and
artistic beau monde. These networks intersected at Kempe's stunning Sussex
country house, Old Place, his 'Palace of Art'. Created to embody his ideals of
beauty and history, it holds the key to understanding his contradictory personality,

his public and private faces. This book will appeal to everyone interested in
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Victorian art in general and stained glass in particular. Detailed and wide-ranging,

Kempe tells a compelling story.

The Life, Art, and Legacy of Charles Eamer
Kempe

Charles Eamer Kempe, a highly acclaimed British stained glass artist and
designer, left an indelible mark on the world of art. With his innovative
techniques and distinctive...
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