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It was a calm evening on April 10, 1912, when the world witnessed the
magnificent Titanic setting sail for its maiden voyage from Southampton, England.
Little did anyone know that this luxurious ship, affectionately known as the

"unsinkable" Titanic, would soon become a symbol of tragedy and loss.
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The Titanic's life began with grandeur, as it was built to be the largest and most
luxurious ship of its time. Constructed by the reputable Harland and Wolff
shipyard in Belfast, Northern Ireland, the Titanic stood at an impressive 882 feet
and had a total of eight decks. It was equipped with state-of-the-art amenities,
including four luxurious dining rooms, a swimming pool, a gymnasium, and even
a squash court. This floating marvel could accommodate over 2,400 passengers

and crew.

As the Titanic sailed from Southampton to its next port of call in Cherbourg,
France, excitement filled the air. Many prominent figures and wealthy individuals
had booked their tickets for this iconic journey. Passengers reveled in the opulent

surroundings, enjoying the lavish meals and entertainment offered onboard.
The Last Voyage of the Titanic

As the Titanic departed Cherbourg, it made its final stop at Queenstown (now

known as Cobh), Ireland, before setting off across the Atlantic towards its ultimate
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destination, New York City. On April 11, 1912, approximately four days into the

voyage, disaster struck.

The Titanic collided with an iceberg in the North Atlantic Ocean at around 11:40
PM, causing enormous damage to the ship's hull. The crew immediately activated
distress signals, and nearby ships, including the RMS Carpathia, responded to

the calls for help.

The sinking of the Titanic was a harrowing event that unfolded over several
hours. As lifeboats were lowered into the water, the ship's crew tried their best to
evacuate the passengers. However, due to a lack of sufficient lifeboats and

inadequate emergency procedures, chaos and panic ensued.

The Tragic Wreck of the Titanic

Despite efforts to save as many lives as possible, the tragedy of the Titanic
cannot be overstated. Out of the approximately 2,200 people onboard, only
around 700 individuals managed to survive. The rest were claimed by the icy

waters of the Atlantic.

For many years, the exact location of the Titanic's final resting place remained
unknown. It wasn't until 1985 when a joint American-French expedition led by
Robert Ballard finally discovered the wreckage. The ship had split into two
sections upon sinking, with the main part lying approximately 12,500 feet below

the ocean's surface.

Since the discovery, several expeditions have been made to explore and
document the wreckage of the Titanic. In 1997, the wreck was extensively filmed
for the blockbuster movie "Titanic," directed by James Cameron, bringing the

tragic tale back into the public consciousness.



The legacy of the Titanic lives on in the stories of the survivors and the lessons
learned from this catastrophic event. The tragedy led to significant improvements
in maritime safety regulations, including the implementation of more
comprehensive lifeboat requirements and the establishment of the International

Ice Patrol to monitor icebergs in the North Atlantic.

In, the life, last voyage, and wreck of the Titanic is a tale that continues to
captivate the world's imagination. This tragic twin embodies both the marvels of
human engineering and the devastating consequences of hubris. Its story serves
as a stark reminder of the fragility of life and the need for constant vigilance in the

face of nature's forces.
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Launched in 1914, two years after the ill-fated voyage of her sister ship, RMS
Titanic, the Britannic was intended to be superior to her tragic twin in every way.
But war intervened and in 1915 she was requisitioned as a hospital ship. Just one
year later, while on her way to collect troops wounded in the Balkans campaign,
she fell victim to a mine laid by a German U-boat and tragically sank in the middle

of the Aegean Sea.
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There her wreck lay, at a depth of 400 feet, until it was discovered 59 years later
by legendary explorer Jacques Cousteau. In 1996 the wreck was bought by the

author of this book, Simon Mills.

Exploring the Britannic tells the complete story of this enigmatic ship: her
construction, launch and life, her fateful last voyage, and the historical findings
resulting from the exploration of the well-preserved wreck over a period of 40
years. With remarkable sonar scans and many never before seen photographs of
the wreck, plus the original Harland & Wolff ship plans, not previously published
in their entirety, Exploring the Britannic finally details how the mysteries
surrounding the 100-year-old enigma were laid to rest, and what the future might

also hold for her.
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