
The Memoirs Of Count Witte - A Fascinating
Glimpse into Russian History
In the vast landscape of Russian history, one figure stands out as an exceptional
statesman and reformist - Count Sergey Yulyevich Witte. His memoirs, a
captivating chronicle of his time as a key advisor to Tsar Nicholas II and his
crucial role in shaping Russia's future, provide readers with an incredible insight
into the intriguing dynamics of the Russian Empire at its turning point.

Exploring Count Witte's Early Life and Career

Count Witte was born into a noble family in Tiflis, Georgia, in 1849. His privileged
upbringing allowed him access to the finest education, and he went on to study
law at the University of St. Petersburg. His exceptional intellect and analytical
skills quickly propelled him into a distinguished career as a civil servant.

Witte initially served in various regional administrative roles, gaining a deep
understanding of the challenges faced by the Russian Empire. However, it was
his appointment as Minister of Finance in 1892 that shaped his legacy. Count
Witte implemented a series of ambitious economic reforms, modernizing Russia's
industry and infrastructure, and laying the foundations for its future growth.
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Key Reforms and Economic Transformations

One of Count Witte's most significant achievements was the establishment of the
gold standard in Russia, which stabilized the economy and attracted foreign
investment. He promoted the construction of railways, enabling enhanced
connectivity between different regions. Additionally, Witte's policies encouraged
the growth of domestic industry, transforming Russia into an economic
powerhouse.

By modernizing Russia's industry, Count Witte aimed to bridge the technological
gap with Western nations. His focus on developing heavy industry and facilitating
foreign partnerships helped Russia become a major player on the global stage.
The Trans-Siberian Railway project, successfully completed under his watch,
connected Moscow with the Far East, opening up new trade routes and triggering
economic growth in previously untapped territories.

Challenges and Count Witte's Role in Diplomacy

Count Witte's tenure as Minister of Finance coincided with a turbulent period in
Russian history. Faced with political unrest and growing discontent, Witte became
a key advisor to Tsar Nicholas II. His pragmatism and negotiation skills allowed
him to successfully navigate numerous crises.

One of his most notable diplomatic achievements was the Treaty of Portsmouth,
which ended the Russo-Japanese War in 1905. Witte's tireless negotiations
earned him international acclaim and secured peace, albeit at the cost of some
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territorial concessions for Russia. It was through this diplomacy that Count Witte
demonstrated his ability to navigate complex international relations.

The Lasting Impact of Count Witte

Count Witte's memoirs serve as a captivating testament to his pivotal role in
shaping Russia's destiny. His efforts laid the groundwork for further reforms under
subsequent rulers, and his economic policies continued to influence the Soviet
government. Despite his importance in Russian history, Witte's political career
ended on a bitter note as he gradually fell out of favor with the monarchy.

Today, Count Witte is hailed as a visionary figure who foresaw the importance of
economic development and modernization in Russia. His memoirs shed light on
the challenges he faced, the decisions he made, and the consequences that
followed. As readers delve into the pages of his memoirs, they are transported
back in time to witness the complexities and intrigues of a pivotal era in Russian
history.

The memoirs of Count Witte offer a captivating narrative that allows readers to
explore one of the most pivotal periods in Russian history. From economic
reforms to diplomatic achievements, Witte's story highlights the challenges faced
by a nation on the cusp of transformation. As the pages turn, readers gain a
deeper understanding of the forces that shaped modern Russia and the
contributions of one remarkable individual.
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This volume was published in 1921.

Excerpts from the Preface:

Not without hesitancy have I resolved to write a few
lines as a foreword to the memoirs of my late husband.
I cannot be impartial in my estimate of this work, to which
Count Witte attributed so much importance; and the
biased judgment of his wife can hardly be of any interest
to the reader. I confess, however, that I have not been
able to resist the temptation to take advantage of this
occasion to convey to the American public the gratitude
which the late Count Witte felt toward the Government,
press, and people of the United States for the sympathy
they had shown him at the time of the Portsmouth Con-
ference.

My husband wrote his Memoirs only abroad, during the
months of his summer or winter rests at the foreign health
resorts. He was not quite confident that his study on the
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Kamenny-Ostrov Prospect in Petrograd was sufficiently se-
cure from the eye and arm of the Secret Service. At any
moment, by searching the house, they could deprive him of
his manuscripts. He knew that too many persons of power
were interested in his work. All the time the manuscripts
were kept in a foreign bank in my name. My husband
feared that in the event of his death the Court and the
Government would seek to take possession of his archives,
and he begged me to insure the safety of the Memoirs in
time. I did so by transferring the manuscripts from Paris .
to Bayonne and depositing them there in another person's
name. The precautions were not in vain. Immediately
upon the death of my husband, in February, 1915, his study
was sealed and all his papers examined and taken away by
the authorities. Shortly afterwards the Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff, a General-Adjutant, came to me in the Emperor's
name and said that His Majesty, having perused the table
of contents of my husband's Memoirs, had become inter-
ested in them and wished to read them. I replied that to
my regret I was unable to present them to His Majesty,
because they were kept abroad. The Emperor's messenger
did not insist, but some time afterwards an attache of the
Russian Embassy in Paris appeared in our villa at Biarritz,
and in the absence of the owners made a very careful
search. He was looking for the Memoirs, which at
that time, as I said before, were quietly lying in a safe of
a bank at Bayon.



The Memoirs do not touch upon the events of the great
war, for they were completed in 1912. For this reason I
shall say a few words about the popular legend which at-
tributes to Count Witte a particular Germanophilism. The
legend is entirely without foundation. Generally speaking,
my husband had no sentimental biases in politics. He was
guided by reason alone. He had no particular love or
hatred for any country or nation. He was only a Russophil,
in the sense that he placed above all else the interests of
his country and people. It is true that he was a most
resolute opponent of wars in general and of this war- in
particular. He said that it would end with a catastrophe
for Russia, and that it would ruin Europe for a century.
Long before the war he stood for a rapprochement between
Germany and France with the energetic assistance of Russia.
When the war began, he was deeply worried by it, and he
expressed himself in favour of the immediate convocation
of a peace conference. "Let the armies fight, since they
have already started that madness, but let the diplomats
immediately begin their work of making peace," he would
say to his friends. This circumstance must have given rise
to the legend of my husband's Germanophll tendencies.
Whether or not he was right In his views of the great war,
I do not know, but I do know that all his thoughts and
feelings were instinct with love for Russia, and that he
wished well-being and order to the whole world.

Countess Witte
Bruxelles, October 1st, 1920
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