
The Most Intriguing Supreme Court Cases on
Capital Punishment That Will Leave You
Astonished!
Capital punishment, also known as the death penalty, has long been a subject of
intense debate and controversy. The United States Supreme Court has played a
crucial role in shaping the nation's stance on this issue through a series of
landmark cases. In this article, we will explore some of the leading Supreme
Court cases on capital punishment that have had a significant impact on the
nation's criminal justice system.

1. Furman v. Georgia (1972)

The Furman v. Georgia case effectively halted capital punishment in the United
States when the Supreme Court ruled that the death penalty was implemented in
an arbitrary and inconsistent manner, violating the Eighth Amendment's
prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment. This decision led to a
nationwide moratorium on executions and prompted states to revise their capital
punishment statutes.

2. Gregg v. Georgia (1976)

Gregg v. Georgia marked a turning point in the Supreme Court's approach to
capital punishment. The court held that new state laws that provided additional
safeguards, such as bifurcated trials, were constitutional. This decision effectively
reinstated the death penalty and allowed states to carefully tailor their statutes to
avoid the arbitrary implementation criticized in Furman v. Georgia. Since then,
states have been able to administer the death penalty in a more consistent and
uniform manner.
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3. Atkins v. Virginia (2002)

In Atkins v. Virginia, the Supreme Court ruled that the execution of intellectually
disabled individuals violates the Eighth Amendment's prohibition against cruel
and unusual punishment. This decision prohibited states from imposing the death
penalty on individuals with intellectual disabilities, recognizing their diminished
culpability and the need for a more compassionate approach in capital
punishment cases.

4. Roper v. Simmons (2005)

Roper v. Simmons determined that the Eighth Amendment prohibits imposing the
death penalty on individuals who committed their crimes while under the age of
18. The Supreme Court recognized the evolving standards of decency and the
international consensus against executing juvenile offenders. This decision
abolished the death penalty for individuals who were under 18 at the time of their
offense, acknowledging the immaturity and potential for rehabilitation among
young offenders.
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5. Kennedy v. Louisiana (2008)

In Kennedy v. Louisiana, the Supreme Court held that the death penalty is
unconstitutional for non-homicidal crimes against individuals. The court ruled that
imposing the death penalty for crimes other than murder violates the Eighth
Amendment's prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment. This decision
limited the application of capital punishment to cases involving the loss of human
life, affirming the uniqueness of the death penalty as a punishment reserved for
the most serious offenses.

6. Glossip v. Gross (2015)

Glossip v. Gross explored the constitutionality of using lethal injection as a
method of execution. The Supreme Court ruled that the use of the sedative
midazolam in lethal injection protocols did not constitute cruel and unusual
punishment. This decision effectively upheld the continued use of lethal injection
in many states despite concerns about its potential for inflicting unnecessary pain
and suffering on death row inmates.

7. Hurst v. Florida (2016)

Hurst v. Florida challenged Florida's capital sentencing scheme, which allowed
judges, rather than juries, to determine whether to impose the death penalty. The
Supreme Court ruled that Florida's system violated the Sixth Amendment right to
a trial by jury. This decision required Florida and other states with similar
sentencing practices to revise their laws and involve a jury in the decision-making
process.

8. Ramos v. Louisiana (2020)

Ramos v. Louisiana dealt with the issue of jury unanimity in capital cases. The
Supreme Court held that the Sixth Amendment requires a unanimous jury verdict



for conviction in state criminal trials. This decision abolished the practice in place
in Louisiana and Oregon, where non-unanimous jury verdicts were sufficient for
imposing the death penalty. The ruling brought these states in line with the rest of
the nation, emphasizing the importance of a unanimous decision for such a
severe punishment.

In , these leading Supreme Court cases have shaped the landscape of capital
punishment in the United States, addressing issues of arbitrariness, intellectual
disabilities, age, non-homicidal crimes, execution methods, jury involvement, and
unanimity. These decisions reflect the evolving societal standards and moral
values surrounding the death penalty, continually challenging the legality and
ethical implications. As the debate continues, the Supreme Court remains a
central player in shaping the nation's stance on capital punishment.
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Death Penalty Cases presents significant verbatim excerpts of death-penalty
decisions from the United States Supreme Court. The first chapter introduces the
topics discussed throughout the book. It also includes a detailed history of the
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death penalty in the United States. After this , the remaining eighteen chapters
are divided into five parts: Foundational Cases, Death-Eligible Crimes and
Persons, The Death Penalty Trial, Post-Conviction Review, and Execution Issues.

The first part, consisting of five chapters, talks about the mandatory death
penalty, mitigating evidence and racial bias. The next part covers death-eligible
crimes, such as rape and other crimes that do not involve homicide and murder.
The middle part presents the trial process, from choosing the appropriate
decision-makers through the sentencing decision. Followed by this is a chapter
focusing on the aftermath of conviction, such as claims of innocence. The book
concludes by exploring issues related to execution, such as not executing insane
convicts. Finally, execution methods are presented.

Provides the most recent case material--no need to supplement

Topical organization of cases provides a more logical organization for
structuring a course

Co-authors with different perspectives on the death penalty assures
complete impartiality of the material

Provides the necessary historical background, a clear explanation of the
current capital case process, and an impartial description of the
controversies surrounding the death penalty

Provides the latest statistics relevant to discussions on the death penalty

Clearly explains the different ways in which the states process death penalty
cases, with excerpts of the most relevant statutes
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