
The Political Philosophy Of Benjamin
Franklin: Unlocking a Revolutionary Mind
Benjamin Franklin is undeniably one of the most influential figures in American
history. Renowned for his numerous contributions as a statesman, scientist,
inventor, and diplomat, Franklin's impact extends far beyond his roles in shaping
the nation. Throughout his life, Franklin had a deep interest in political philosophy
and his ideas on governance and liberty were instrumental in the foundation of
the United States.

In order to comprehend the political philosophy of Benjamin Franklin, one must
first grasp the keen intellect and curious mind of this multifaceted individual.
Franklin was a self-taught polymath, constantly seeking knowledge and driven by
a desire to improve society. His insatiable thirst for learning led him to delve into
various disciplines, including politics, philosophy, and ethics.

The Formation of Franklin's Political Philosophy

Franklin's political philosophy was shaped by historical circumstances and
personal experiences that molded his worldview. Growing up in the early 18th
century, Franklin witnessed the struggles for self-governance and the quest for
individual freedom. These experiences deeply influenced his political beliefs and
sparked his desire to actively participate in the political affairs of the American
colonies.
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One of the fundamental pillars of Franklin's political philosophy was the concept
of civic virtue. He believed that individuals should be actively engaged in public
life and work towards the common good. Franklin saw the well-being of the
community as crucial for the preservation of liberty and the overall prosperity of
society. His writings reflect his commitment to fostering a participatory democracy
where citizens play an active role in decision-making processes.

The Role of Virtue and Moral Values

For Franklin, political philosophy was closely intertwined with moral values and
personal virtues. He considered moral conduct and ethics as essential attributes
for effective governance. Franklin's emphasis on virtue is evident in his famous
publication, "Poor Richard's Almanack," which contained proverbs and aphorisms
promoting industry, frugality, and honesty. These values, according to Franklin,
were the foundations of a just society.

Furthermore, Franklin's political philosophy emphasized the importance of
compromise and negotiation. He believed that political disagreements should be
resolved through rational discourse and mutual understanding. Franklin's
reputation as a skilled diplomat and his role in the negotiation of the Treaty of
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Paris in 1783, which ended the American Revolutionary War, exemplifies his
dedication to peaceful resolutions.

Liberty and Independence

A central theme in Franklin's political philosophy was the pursuit of liberty and
independence. He firmly believed in the right of individuals to govern themselves
and advocated for limited government intervention. Franklin saw liberty as a
natural right that should be safeguarded and protected from oppressive forces.

Franklin's advocacy for liberty extended beyond political rights to encompass
economic independence. He recognized the importance of free trade and
entrepreneurship as drivers of economic growth and individual prosperity.
Franklin's commitment to economic liberty is exemplified by his proposal for the
creation of the American Philosophical Society, a society that aimed to promote
scientific and economic progress within the colonies.

Legacy and Influence

The political philosophy of Benjamin Franklin continues to resonate in modern
times. His emphasis on civic engagement, moral values, and individual liberties
laid the groundwork for the democratic principles that form the basis of the
American political system. Franklin's ideas continue to inspire generations of
politicians, thinkers, and citizens striving for a better society.

In , Benjamin Franklin's political philosophy exemplifies the intellectual depth and
visionary thinking of a Founding Father. His commitment to civic virtue, moral
values, and individual liberties played a pivotal role in shaping the political
landscape of the United States. By understanding Franklin's political philosophy,
we gain valuable insights into the principles that guide our nation and the
potential for positive change.
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“One of the very finest s to this remarkable American’s thought.” —Ralph
Ketcham, Claremont Review of Books

He invented the wood-burning stove and the lightning rod, he wrote Poor
Richard’s Almanac and The Way to Wealth, and he traveled the world as a
diplomat. But it was in politics that Benjamin Franklin made his greatest impact.

Franklin’s political writings are full of fascinating reflections on human nature, on
the character of good leadership, and on why government is such a messy and
problematic business. Drawing together threads in Franklin’s writings, Lorraine
Smith Pangle illuminates his thoughts on citizenship, federalism, constitutional
government, the role of civil associations, and religious freedom.

Of the American Founders, Franklin had an unrivaled understanding of the
individual human soul. At the heart of his political vision is a view of democratic
citizenship, a rich understanding of the qualities of the heart and mind necessary
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to support liberty and sustain happiness. This concise reflects Franklin’s valuable
insight into political issues that continue to be relevant today.
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