
The Practice of Value: The Berkeley Tanner
Lectures
Value is a concept that permeates every aspect of human existence. Whether it is
in our personal lives, relationships, or society as a whole, the notion of value
influences the choices we make and the actions we take. Understanding how
value is perceived, defined, and practiced is crucial for individuals and societies
seeking to lead fulfilling and purposeful lives.

The Berkeley Tanner Lectures, established in 1978, provide a platform for leading
thinkers to discuss and explore fundamental questions related to human values.
These annual lectures, held at the University of California, Berkeley, feature
renowned philosophers, scholars, and experts from various disciplines who offer
unique perspectives on the practice of value.

Each year, the Berkeley Tanner Lectures address a different theme, inviting an
interdisciplinary approach to examining the complexities and nuances of human
values. The lectures are open to the public and attract both academics and
individuals interested in delving into the nature of value.
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One of the key aspects of the Berkeley Tanner Lectures is the diversity of
speakers and their areas of expertise. From philosophers to psychologists,
economists to sociologists, the speakers represent a wide range of academic
disciplines, enabling a comprehensive exploration of value from multiple angles.
This interdisciplinary approach fosters rich and thought-provoking discussions
that challenge traditional perceptions and provide fresh insights.

The lectures cover a broad spectrum of topics, including ethics, aesthetics,
politics, economics, and spirituality. By examining value within these diverse
domains, the Berkeley Tanner Lectures contribute to a holistic understanding of
the intricate tapestry of human experience. Furthermore, the speakers often draw
on real-world examples and case studies, grounding their discussions in tangible
and relatable contexts.

One of the hallmarks of the Berkeley Tanner Lectures is their emphasis on
engaging dialogue. The lecturers not only present their ideas but also encourage
active participation from the audience. This interactive element fosters an
inclusive and collaborative atmosphere where attendees can share their
perspectives, ask questions, and engage in stimulating debates.

Throughout the years, the Berkeley Tanner Lectures have covered a range of
thought-provoking themes. From exploring the nature of moral responsibility to
examining the role of empathy in decision-making, these lectures offer a unique
space for dialogue and intellectual exploration.
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One of the central aims of the Berkeley Tanner Lectures is to drive change by
highlighting the importance of value-driven practices. The lectures encourage
individuals to critically examine their own values and consider how they manifest
in their actions and interactions with others.

By fostering conversations around value, the Berkeley Tanner Lectures inspire
individuals to reevaluate their priorities and align their decisions with their
deepest-held beliefs. The lectures emphasize the potential for transformative
change when individuals consciously engage in practices that honor and reflect
their core values.

This emphasis on value-based practices resonates beyond the lecture hall walls,
as attendees carry these discussions and insights into their own lives,
communities, and spheres of influence. By facilitating a deeper understanding of
value, the Berkeley Tanner Lectures empower individuals to make informed
choices that contribute to a more just, compassionate, and inclusive society.

Looking Toward the Future

The Berkeley Tanner Lectures continue to evolve and grow, ensuring they remain
relevant and impactful in an ever-changing world. The lecturers draw upon
emerging research, societal developments, and technological advancements to
shed new light on the complexities of value.

As we navigate an increasingly interconnected and complex global landscape,
the ability to critically examine and practice value becomes even more essential.
The Berkeley Tanner Lectures play a crucial role in equipping individuals with the
knowledge and tools to navigate these challenges effectively.

Whether you are an academic, a philosopher, or simply someone curious about
the intricacies of value, the Berkeley Tanner Lectures offer a profound and



enlightening experience. Attendees leave with a renewed sense of purpose and a
deeper understanding of their own values and the impact they can have on the
world.

So, mark your calendars and prepare to embark on a thought-provoking journey
of exploration as leading intellectuals converge at the Berkeley Tanner Lectures
to unravel the practice of value and its profound implications for individuals and
society.
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The Practice of Value explores the nature of value and its relation to the social
and historical conditions under which human agents live. At the core of the book
are the Tanner Lectures delivered at Berkeley in 2001 by Joseph Raz, who has
been one of the leading figures in moral and legal philosophy since the 1970's.
Raz argues that values depend importantly on social practices, but that we can
make sense of this dependence without falling back on cultural relativism. In
response, three eminent philosophers, Christine Korsgaard, Robert Pippin, and
Bernard Williams, offer their own distinctive reflections on the connections
between value and practice. The book begins with an by Jay Wallace, setting the
scene for what follows, and ends with a response from Raz to his commentators.
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The result is a fascinating debate, accessible to readers throughout and beyond
philosophy, about the relations between human values and human life.
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