
The Quintessential Analysis of Jaws BFI Film
Classics: A Deep Dive by Antonia Quirke
Antonia Quirke, an acclaimed film critic and radio presenter, takes us on a
captivating journey through the timeless classic, Jaws. In her book "Jaws BFI
Film Classics", Quirke dissects the various aspects that have made Jaws an
iconic film. From the compelling characters to the groundbreaking use of
suspense, this article explores the depths of Quirke's analysis.

The Unforgettable Plot of Jaws

Jaws, directed by Steven Spielberg and released in 1975, revolves around the
fictional town of Amity Island and its struggle with a menacing great white shark.
Quirke delves into the captivating narrative that kept audiences on the edge of
their seats more than four decades ago and still does today.

Unveiling the intricate details of the film's storyline, Quirke meticulously describes
the fear-inducing attacks, the relentless pursuit of the shark, and the desperation
to protect innocent lives. She explores the symbolism that lies beneath the
surface and dissects the underlying themes of human vulnerability and the
fragility of coastal communities.
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The Evolution of the Characters

In her analysis, Quirke celebrates the well-rounded characters that bring Jaws to
life. From the determined yet flawed police chief Martin Brody, played by Roy
Scheider, to the charismatic shark hunter Quint, portrayed by Robert Shaw,
Quirke scrutinizes the intricate character development that made Jaws a
character-driven cinematic masterpiece.

Quirke analyzes Brody's transformation from a reluctant hero to a fearless
protector, delving into the psychological complexities that drive his actions. She
invites the reader to explore the morally ambiguous nature of Quint and the
underlying motivations behind his pursuit of the shark. Through her elegant
prose, Quirke breathes life into these legendary characters, providing fresh
insights into their lasting appeal.

The Mastery of Cinematic Suspense

Central to the success of Jaws is Spielberg's groundbreaking use of suspense.
Quirke meticulously dissects the director's masterful techniques, highlighting the
strategic pacing, framing, and score that kept audiences on the edge of their
seats throughout the film.

Quirke delves into the artistry of Spielberg's decision to limit the shark's screen
time, allowing the audience's imagination to run wild. She presents an in-depth
look at the iconic beach scene, analyzing the flawless build-up of tension and the
resulting impact on viewers. Through her analysis, Quirke reveals the secrets
behind Spielberg's ability to create an atmosphere of sheer terror.
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In her book, Quirke also explores the lasting legacy of Jaws and its impact on the
film industry. She examines how Jaws revolutionized the summer blockbuster
concept, ushering in a new era of box office dominance. Quirke delves into the
film's cultural significance, analyzing its influence on subsequent shark-themed
movies and popularizing the fear of venturing into the open water.

Quirke's analysis includes interviews with key cast and crew members, shedding
light on the behind-the-scenes challenges and triumphs. She reflects on the film's
critical reception upon release and how it has since become firmly entrenched in
pop culture, standing the test of time.

In

Jaws BFI Film Classics, written by Antonia Quirke, offers an engaging and
thought-provoking analysis of one of cinema's most enduring classics. Quirke's
deep dive into the film's plot, characters, suspense, and cultural impact provides
a fresh perspective on a movie that has captured the imaginations of audiences
worldwide. Whether you're a fan of Jaws or simply curious about its significance,
this book is a must-read for anyone seeking to uncover the secrets behind its
enduring popularity.
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Jaws divides critics into those who dismiss it as infantile and sensational, and
those who see the shark as freighted with political and psychosexual meaning.
The author argues that both interpretations obscure the film's success as a work
of art.
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