
The Race for Africa: Exploring the Legacy of
Cecil Rhodes

In the late 19th century, a race for Africa's resources and control unfolded, driven
by European powers seeking to expand their empires. Cecil Rhodes, a British
businessman and politician, played a significant role in this era, leaving behind a
legacy that continues to be debated today.
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The Early Years of Cecil Rhodes

Cecil John Rhodes was born on July 5, 1853, in Bishop's Stortford, Hertfordshire,
England. He grew up in the early days of British colonialism, witnessing the
expansion of British influence around the world. This exposure would shape his
ambitions and set him on a path to become one of history's most controversial
figures.

The Enigmatic Visionary

Rhodes dreamed of a British Empire stretching from Cape to Cairo. His vision
was grand and ambitious, exemplifying the ideals of the age of imperialism. He
believed that the British race was superior and had a duty to civilize and provide
progress to the indigenous African population. With his vast wealth accumulated
through diamond mining in Kimberley, South Africa, Rhodes had the means to
pursue his dreams.
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The late 19th century saw the scramble for Africa, with European powers eager to
stake their claim on the continent's untapped wealth. Rhodes was at the forefront
of this race, playing a pivotal role in British expansion. He utilized his wealth and
influence to establish British control over territories such as Rhodesia (now
Zimbabwe and Zambia) and Botswana, effectively setting the stage for future
colonization.

The Rhodes Scholarship

Rhodes' influence and wealth extended far beyond empire building. In his will, he
left a significant amount of money to fund the Rhodes Scholarship, which
provided bright students from around the world the opportunity to study at the
University of Oxford. This scholarship aimed to foster leadership and promote the
ideals that Rhodes held dear – empire, civilization, and the advancement of the
Anglo-Saxon race.

Controversies and Criticisms

Rhodes' legacy is not without its controversies and criticisms. His views on race
and British superiority have drawn sharp criticism from many, who argue that his
actions perpetuated colonialism and racial inequality. The #RhodesMustFall
movement, which emerged in recent years, has led to vigorous debates
surrounding memorialization and the erasure of colonial statues.

The Legacy Today

Cecil Rhodes' vision and actions continue to shape Africa's history and its
relationship with the Western world. The economic, social, and political
repercussions from the period of colonization persist to this day. However, as the
continent forges its path forward, there is a growing recognition of the importance
of acknowledging the diverse perspectives and voices that speak to the complex
history of Rhodes and his impact on Africa.



In

The race for Africa was undoubtedly a pivotal chapter in world history, with Cecil
Rhodes as one of its key architects. While his drive and ambition propelled him to
great heights, his legacy is one that continues to be heavily debated. As societies
grapple with the consequences of imperialism and colonization, it is essential to
critically examine figures like Rhodes, understand the lasting impact they had,
and strive for a more inclusive and equitable future.
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Today the only monuments to this controversial man are the scholarships
awarded at Oxford University that bear his name and a civic centre in Bishop’s
Stortford, the place of his birth.

Thomas was prompted to work on his eight-part BBC documentary by African
events in 1980, when the new nation of Zimbabwe was formed out of Southern
Rhodesia, sixteen years after Zambia had reverted to its new name from
Northern Rhodesia. The show aired in the months after Nelson Mandela, to
whom the book is dedicated, was elected President of South Africa.
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Rhodes: The Race for Africa outlines the life of a man who drew Britain into her
most bloody conflict in the years between Waterloo and the First World War.
Rhodes had also set in motion most of the elements which led to the apartheid
regimes of the twentieth century, passing laws restricting voting rights and
education to segregate the people. And yet Thomas offers an informative and
lively overview on his fascinating and varied career, which came to an end at the
time of the Boer War, aged 48, in 1902.

Praise for Antony Thomas:

'This is a true story of our times, and all times, splendidly told' - Nadine Gordimer,
Nobel Laureate

'Informative, lively ... fascinating' - James Smethurst, Chicago Tribune

'A book of substance, which ought to be widely read' - Ronald Segal, The
Observer

'Intelligent, detailed, well-researched and credibly nuanced' - John Carlin, The
Independent

Antony Thomas was brought up in South Africa and graduated from Cambridge
University. He has achieved international recognition through his television
documentaries and dramas.
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