
The Remarkable History and Iconic
Landmarks of the Brooklyn Heights
Promenade
The Brooklyn Heights Promenade, also known as the Brooklyn Heights
Esplanade, is a captivating waterfront walkway that offers unparalleled views of
the New York City skyline and the iconic Brooklyn Bridge. This historic landmark
has become one of the city's most beloved and popular destinations for both
locals and tourists alike.

Spanning a length of approximately 1,825 feet, the promenade was officially
opened on October 7, 1950, after years of political battles and community efforts.
It was designed by landscape architect A. E. Bye and architect Philip P. Goodwin,
who envisioned a serene and picturesque promenade high above the bustling city
streets.

The Majestic Cadman Plaza

One of the prominent features of the Brooklyn Heights Promenade is its exquisite
view of Cadman Plaza, a historic and monumental public space located at the
southern end of the promenade. Named after Reverend Samuel Parkes Cadman,
a renowned clergyman and speaker, this beautiful plaza is adorned with several
notable monuments and memorials.
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At the center of Cadman Plaza stands the War Memorial, a towering granite
column commemorating the brave soldiers from Brooklyn who made the ultimate
sacrifice during World War II. The memorial is adorned with intricate sculptures
and reliefs, paying homage to the heroes who fought for their country.

Nestled within Cadman Plaza is another prominent landmark, the Brooklyn
Borough Hall. This iconic building, constructed in 1849, is a stunning example of
Greek Revival architecture. With its grand columns and imposing facade, the
Borough Hall serves as the seat of government for the Brooklyn Borough
President.

The Magnificence of the Brooklyn Bridge

While the Brooklyn Heights Promenade offers breathtaking views of Lower
Manhattan and the East River, the star of the show is unquestionably the
Brooklyn Bridge. This iconic suspension bridge, completed in 1883, connects
Brooklyn to Manhattan and has become an emblem of New York City.

A stroll along the promenade provides an up-close and personal encounter with
the imposing structure of the Brooklyn Bridge. The intricate steel cables, elegant

FREE

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/kVjev/The-Brooklyn-Heights-Promenade-Landmarks.pdf
http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/e/wjkK/OPMw/kVjev/The-Brooklyn-Heights-Promenade-Landmarks.pdf


arches, and towering stone pillars make for a mesmerizing sight, particularly
during sunset when the bridge is bathed in warm hues, creating a truly magical
ambiance.

Immerse Yourself in History at the Old Fulton Landing

As you continue your journey along the Brooklyn Heights Promenade, you will
encounter another historic gem – the Old Fulton Landing. This picturesque
waterfront area served as a crucial transportation hub in the 19th century and
played a pivotal role in the development of the Brooklyn Heights neighborhood.

At the heart of the Old Fulton Landing is the Fulton Ferry Landing, which
operated from 1814 until the 1920s. It was the primary gateway for travelers
commuting between Brooklyn and Manhattan before the construction of the
Brooklyn Bridge. Today, the Fulton Ferry Landing is a popular gathering spot,
offering a quiet respite from the city buzz and access to the historic Jane's
Carousel.

A Haven for Literary Excellence

Brooklyn Heights has long been a renowned hub for literary brilliance, with
numerous acclaimed authors finding inspiration within its charming streets. The
promenade itself has played a significant role in fostering creativity and has
become a muse for many talented writers.

One notable literary figure associated with the Brooklyn Heights Promenade is
Truman Capote. This acclaimed author, famous for works like "Breakfast at
Tiffany's" and "In Cold Blood," frequently visited the promenade to find solace and
inspiration amidst the breathtaking views and serene atmosphere.



Similarly, Arthur Miller, the Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright known for classics
such as "Death of a Salesman" and "The Crucible," resided in Brooklyn Heights
for several years. He often found inspiration for his dramatic masterpieces during
his leisurely strolls along the promenade.

Preserving and Enhancing the Promenade

Over the years, the Brooklyn Heights Promenade has undergone various
renovations and improvements to ensure its longevity and accessibility for all
visitors. In recent times, the community has come together to address issues
pertaining to the promenade's crumbling infrastructure.

Design proposals have been put forward to reconstruct a section of the
promenade using sustainable materials, while still preserving its historic charm.
Additionally, efforts have been made to enhance green spaces and add amenities
to ensure that the promenade remains a welcoming and vibrant destination for
years to come.

Experience the Magical Brooklyn Heights Promenade

The Brooklyn Heights Promenade is undeniably a place of remarkable beauty
and historical significance. With its breathtaking views, iconic landmarks, and rich
cultural legacy, it continues to capture the hearts of both New Yorkers and visitors
from around the world.

Whether you're exploring the majestic Cadman Plaza, immersing yourself in the
history of the Old Fulton Landing, or simply indulging in the solitude and
inspiration that this incredible promenade provides, a visit to the Brooklyn Heights
Promenade is an unforgettable experience that should not be missed.



So why wait? Make your way to Brooklyn Heights and uncover the enchanting
beauty of the Brooklyn Heights Promenade – a timeless treasure that has
captured the hearts and imaginations of millions.
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Featured in films and on television and used as a backdrop to countless photos,
the Brooklyn Heights Promenade offers the public a view that is usually reserved
for the rich at the top of a tower.

From this one-third-mile stretch, locals and tourists take in the Manhattan skyline,
the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island and New York Harbor. But its history is less
harmonious. Plans by the powerful Robert Moses to run the Brooklyn-Queens
Expressway through a resistant neighborhood led to contention and an
unforeseen eventual compromise. In this volume, Brooklyn Heights Press editor
Henrik Krogius presents this history, along with his articles that document the fate
of the Promenade over the years.
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