
The Revolution Was Televised: Exploring the
Golden Age of Television
Long gone are the days when television was just a simple source of mindless
entertainment. Over the past few decades, television has undergone a significant
transformation, giving birth to what many now call the Golden Age of Television.
With the rise of streaming services and the increasing demand for high-quality
shows, we have witnessed a revolution in the way we consume television
content.

In his book "The Revolution Was Televised: The Cops, Crooks, Slingers, and
Slayers Who Changed TV Drama Forever," author and television critic Alan
Sepinwall explores this revolution, delving deep into the transformative shows
that have defined this new era.

The Birth of the Golden Age

The Golden Age of Television can be traced back to the late 1990s and early
2000s when groundbreaking shows such as "The Sopranos" and "The Wire" hit
the screens. These shows introduced audiences to a new level of storytelling,
character development, and production quality that left a lasting impact on
television as a whole.
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With complex narratives, morally ambiguous characters, and gritty realism, these
shows pushed the boundaries of what could be achieved on the small screen.
They captivated audiences and challenged traditional storytelling norms,
cementing the groundwork for a new era of television.

The Rise of Prestige Television

As the 2000s progressed, we saw an explosion of high-quality dramas on both
cable and streaming platforms. Shows like "Breaking Bad," "Mad Men," and
"Game of Thrones" further elevated the medium, demonstrating that television
could rival Hollywood in terms of production value, writing, and acting talent.

These shows not only garnered massive viewership but also critical acclaim, with
numerous awards and accolades being showered upon them. Suddenly,
television became a medium where top-tier talent flocked, eager to be a part of
groundbreaking storytelling that captivated audiences and left a lasting impact on
pop culture.

The Importance of Serialized Storytelling

One of the defining features of the Golden Age of Television is the prevalence of
serialized storytelling. Unlike traditional episodic television, where each episode is
self-contained, these shows adopted a more novelistic approach. Storylines and
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character arcs would span across multiple episodes or even entire seasons,
allowing for deep dives into complex narratives and character development.

This shift in storytelling format allowed television shows to explore themes and
ideas with more depth and nuance. Audiences became invested in the
characters' journeys, eagerly awaiting each installment to see how the story
would unfold. This binge-worthy aspect of serialized shows created a cultural
phenomenon, where watercooler discussions revolved around the latest plot
twists and character developments.

Breaking Barriers and Pushing Boundaries

The Golden Age of Television has also been marked by its willingness to tackle
socially relevant and controversial topics. Shows like "The Handmaid's Tale,"
"Black Mirror," and "Transparent" have fearlessly delved into issues of gender
inequality, technological advancements, and LGBTQ+ representation, sparking
important conversations and challenging societal norms.

These shows have proven that television has the power to initiate real change by
addressing pertinent social issues and offering thought-provoking commentary.
With the ability to reach vast numbers of viewers, television has become a
platform for advocacy, fostering empathy and understanding through compelling
storytelling.

The Future of Television

As we move forward, the Golden Age of Television shows no signs of slowing
down. Streaming services have become primary sources of original content,
allowing for even more creative freedom and experimentation. With shows like
"Stranger Things," "Fleabag," and "Succession" continuing to captivate
audiences, it's clear that the revolution in television is far from over.



Furthermore, the global pandemic has highlighted the importance of television as
a source of comfort, escape, and connection. With more people staying home
and seeking entertainment, television has become an integral part of our lives,
shaping our cultural experiences and providing a sense of shared narratives.

In

The Revolution Was Televised – a befitting title for this pivotal moment in
television history. The Golden Age of Television has transformed the way we
consume and appreciate the medium, elevating it to newfound heights of artistic
merit and cultural significance. With its revolutionary storytelling, high production
values, and willingness to address important issues, television has solidified its
place as a powerhouse of entertainment and social commentary.

The revolution continues, and we eagerly anticipate the next ground-breaking
show that will redefine television once again.
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A phenomenal account, newly updated, of how twelve innovative television
dramas transformed the medium and the culture at large, featuring Sepinwall’s
take on the finales of Mad Men and Breaking Bad.

In The Revolution Was Televised, celebrated TV critic Alan Sepinwall chronicles
the remarkable transformation of the small screen over the past fifteen years.
Focusing on twelve innovative television dramas that changed the medium and
the culture at large forever, including The Sopranos, Oz, The Wire, Deadwood,
The Shield, Lost, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, 24, Battlestar Galactica, Friday Night
Lights, Mad Men, and Breaking Bad, Sepinwall weaves his trademark incisive
criticism with highly entertaining reporting about the real-life characters and
conflicts behind the scenes.

Drawing on interviews with writers David Chase, David Simon, David Milch, Joel
Surnow and Howard Gordon, Damon Lindelof and Carlton Cuse, and Vince
Gilligan, among others, along with the network executives responsible for green-
lighting these groundbreaking shows, The Revolution Was Televised is the story
of a new golden age in TV, one that’s as rich with drama and thrills as the very
shows themselves.
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