The Roots Of Evil Aristotle - Unveiling the
Dark Side of Human Nature

When we think of Aristotle, we often associate him with profound philosophical
ideas and teachings that have shaped Western thinking for centuries. However,
buried beneath his renowned wisdom lies a compelling investigation into the roots

of evil — a topic that has intrigued humanity since time immemorial.

In this article, we embark on a journey to explore Aristotle's profound insight into
the origins and nature of evil. We delve into the depths of human behavior,
analyzing Aristotle's theories on virtue and vice, the role of desire, and the

complexities of moral responsibility.
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The Human Condition and the Quest for Virtue:

Aristotle believed that all humans strive for eudaimonia, a life of flourishing and

well-being. This pursuit of happiness, he argued, lies at the core of our existence.
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However, Aristotle acknowledged that human nature is inherently flawed, leading

to a constant struggle between virtue and vice.

According to Aristotle, virtues are not inborn but rather acquired through habit and
practice. Through his famous concept of the golden mean, he emphasizes the
importance of finding a balance between extremes. For instance, courage lies
between recklessness and cowardice, while generosity arises from avoiding both

extravagance and stinginess.

Yet, Aristotle suggests that our inherent desires often lead us astray. The pursuit
of pleasure, fame, and wealth can easily cloud our judgment and erode our moral
compass. This conflict between our desires and the noble path of virtue forms the

roots of evil, as Aristotle terms it — a struggle that each individual faces.

Responsibility and the Influence of External Factors:

To understand the roots of evil, Aristotle also delves into the concept of moral
responsibility and the impact of external factors on human behavior. He argues
that while individuals possess agency in making choices, they are also influenced

by societal, cultural, and environmental factors.

Aristotle believed that education and upbringing play a crucial role in shaping an
individual's character. As such, he places a significant emphasis on the role of
parents, teachers, and society in fostering virtuous behavior and mitigating the

roots of evil.

However, Aristotle also acknowledges that individuals possess the capacity to
transcend their circumstances and choose virtue over vice. He argues that
through self-reflection, self-discipline, and the cultivation of practical wisdom,

individuals can overcome the roots of evil and strive towards a life of flourishing.



Aristotle's Views in Modern Context:

Centuries may have passed, but Aristotle's exploration of the roots of evil remains
highly relevant in our modern society. In an era plagued by moral dilemmas,
political corruption, and ethical conflicts, his teachings offer invaluable insights
into understanding human behavior and the constant struggle between good and

evil.

Moreover, Aristotle's emphasis on education and societal influence resonate
strongly today. As societies grapple with issues of crime, violence, and systemic
injustice, his theories serve as a reminder that addressing the roots of evil
requires a holistic approach — one that combines personal responsibility with

societal transformation.

Aristotle, one of the greatest thinkers of all time, extensively explored the roots of
evil within human nature. He recognized the inherent flaws we possess but also
believed in the power of virtue and the capacity of individuals to transcend these

flaws.

Through his teachings, Aristotle reminds us that the roots of evil are not
immutable forces beyond our control. Instead, they arise from the complex
interplay between our desires, choices, and external influences. It is through self-
awareness, self-discipline, and the pursuit of virtue that we can navigate the

treacherous paths and strive towards a more enlightened and virtuous existence.

So, let us heed Aristotle's wisdom and embark on a personal quest to uproot the
darkness within us, for only then can we truly embrace the light of virtue and lead

lives of genuine happiness and well-being.
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“Evil is the most serious of our moral problems. All over the world cruelty, greed,
prejudice, and fanaticism ruin the lives of countless victims. Outrage provokes
outrage. Millions nurture seething hatred of real or imagined enemies, revealing
savage and destructive tendencies in human nature. Understanding this
challenges our optimistic illusions about the effectiveness of reason and morality
in bettering human lives. But abandoning these illusions is vitally important
because they are obstacles to countering the threat of evil. The aim of this book
is to explain why people act in these ways and what can be done about it.”—John

Kekes

The first part of this book is a detailed discussion of six horrible cases of evil: the
Albigensian Crusade of about 1210; Robespierre's Terror of 1793-94; Franz
Stangl, who commanded a Nazi death camp in 1943—44; the 1969 murders
committed by Charles Manson and his "family"; the "dirty war" conducted by the
Argentinean military dictatorship of the late 1970s; and the activities of a
psychopath named John Allen, who recorded reminiscences in 1975. John Kekes
includes these examples not out of sensationalism, but rather to underline the
need to hold vividly in our minds just what evil is. The second part shows why, in

Kekes's view, explanations of evil inspired by Christianity and the Enlightenment
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fail to account for these cases and then provides an original explanation of evil in

general and of these instances of it in particular.
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