The Scandalous Jazz Age Double Murder That
Hooked America On True Crime

It was a crisp autumn evening on November 12, 1922, in New Brunswick, New
Jersey. The city that had been a beacon of hope and prosperity was about to be
plunged into a chilling and scandalous crime that would captivate the nation for
years to come. The Jazz Age, known for its decadence, excess, and carefree
spirit, was about to be marred by a double murder that would forever change the

way America consumed true crime.

The victims, Edward Hall and Eleanor Mills, were a young, glamorous couple who
seemed to have it all. Edward, an accomplished pastor, was known for his
charisma and charm, while Eleanor, a beautiful and sophisticated socialite,
attracted attention wherever she went. Their marriage had been the talk of the

town, with rumors of infidelity and jealousy swirling around them.

On that fateful night, the Halls attended a party at the mayor's mansion. They
were seen laughing and dancing, seemingly without a care in the world. Little did
they know, this celebration would be their last. As the party wound down, the

couple bid their farewells and headed home, unaware that their lives were in

grave danger.
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The next morning, news of the double murder sent shockwaves through the
community. The bodies of Edward and Eleanor were found sprawled on the floor
of their home, brutally beaten and stabbed to death. The scene was gruesome,
almost like a scene out of a Hollywood crime movie. The perfectly coiffed hair of
Eleanor was now matted with blood, and the dashing smile of Edward had been

replaced by a lifeless expression.

The press, always eager to sensationalize a story, quickly descended upon New
Brunswick. Newspapers across the country put the murders on their front pages,
capturing the attention of a nation hungry for scandal and intrigue. The Jazz Age,
with its glitz and glamour, suddenly had a dark underbelly that fascinated the
American public. They couldn't get enough of the sordid details, the illicit affairs,

and the web of mystery surrounding the crime.

As the investigation unfolded, a compelling cast of characters emerged. Rumors
swirled about a love triangle involving a prominent politician and a sultry jazz
singer. Whispers of secret societies, blackmail, and organized crime found their
way into the public discourse. The seedy underbelly of the Jazz Age was laid

bare, and America was hooked.

The trial that followed was a media spectacle like none other. The courtroom
overflowed with spectators, reporters jostling for prime positions to capture every
twist and turn of the case. The defense and prosecution presented their

arguments, each desperately trying to sway the jury in their favor. The
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scandalous details of Edward and Eleanor's personal lives were put on display for

all to see, further fueling public fascination.

After weeks of courtroom drama, the verdict was finally announced. The jury

found Thornton, a jealous and obsessed lover of Eleanor, guilty of the murders.
He was sentenced to life in prison, but the trial was far from over in the court of
public opinion. Speculation about other possible culprits continued to swirl, and

debates raged over the fairness of the trial.

The Scandalous Jazz Age Double Murder had an enduring impact on American
culture. It marked the beginning of a true crime obsession that still grips the
nation today. Books, movies, and documentaries have been produced, each
attempting to dissect the case and provide their own theories about what truly

happened that night in New Brunswick.

The fascination with true crime that was ignited by the double murder of Edward
and Eleanor continues to shape popular culture. Podcasts like "Serial" and "My
Favorite Murder" top the charts, and true crime documentaries dominate
streaming platforms. The thrill of unraveling a mystery, the quest for justice, and
the dark allure of the criminal mind continue to captivate audiences around the

world.

So, as we indulge in our morbid curiosity, let us not forget the case that started it
all—the scandalous Jazz Age double murder that hooked America on true crime.
It serves as a stark reminder that even in the midst of glamour and excess, evil

can lurk in the most unexpected places.
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Vanity Fair’'s Joe Pompeo investigates the notorious 1922 double murder of a
high-society minister and his secret mistress, a Jazz Age mega-crime that

propelled tabloid news in the 20th century.

On September 16, 1922, the bodies of Reverend Edward Hall and Eleanor Mills
were found beneath a crabapple tree on an abandoned farm outside of New
Brunswick, New Jersey. The killer had arranged the bodies in a pose conveying

intimacy.

The murder of Hall, a prominent clergyman whose wife, Frances Hall, was a
proud heiress with illustrious ancestors and ties to the Johnson & Johnson
dynasty, would have made headlines on its own. But when authorities identified
Eleanor Mills as a choir singer from his church married to the church sexton, the
story shocked locals and sent the scandal ricocheting around the country, fueling
the nascent tabloid industry. This provincial double murder on a lonely lover’s
lane would soon become one of the most famous killings in American history—a

veritable crime of the century.

The bumbling local authorities failed to secure any indictments, however, and it

took a swashbuckling crusade by the editor of a circulation-hungry Hearst tabloid
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to revive the case and bring it to trial at last.

Blood & Ink freshly chronicles what remains one of the most electrifying but

forgotten murder mysteries in U.S. history. It also traces the birth of American

tabloid journalism, pandering to the masses with sordid tales of love, sex, money,

and murder.
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