
The Soviet Army Cold War Main Battle Tank:
Images Of War

In the midst of the Cold War, the Soviet Union developed a formidable array of
military vehicles, including the main battle tank, which played a crucial role during
this tense period in history. The Soviet Army's Cold War main battle tank was a
fearsome machine, designed to excel in both offensive and defensive operations.
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In this article, we will explore the development, features, and significance of this
tank, accompanied by captivating images of war that will provide a visual insight
into the power and impact of this formidable vehicle.

The T-54: A Revolution in Tank Design

One of the iconic tanks that emerged during the Cold War was the Soviet T-54.
This main battle tank was developed in the early 1950s as a response to the
growing threat posed by NATO tanks. Equipped with a powerful 100mm gun and
thick sloped armor, the T-54 was a game-changer in tank warfare. Its design
influenced numerous tanks produced by the Soviet Union and its allies during the
Cold War, making it a vital component in the Soviet military arsenal.
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The T-62: An Upgrade to Overpower the Competition

As the Cold War tensions intensified, the Soviet Union continued to evolve its
main battle tank capabilities. The T-62, introduced in the early 1960s, was a step
forward in tank design, boasting improved firepower, mobility, and protection.
Equipped with a 115mm smoothbore gun, the T-62 had the ability to penetrate the
armor of a wide range of enemy tanks, giving the Soviet Army a significant
advantage on the battlefield. The T-62's innovative features and destructive
capabilities made it a formidable adversary for NATO forces.
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The T-72: The Epitome of Soviet Tank Technology

In the late 1960s, the Soviet Union unveiled the T-72 main battle tank, which
quickly became one of the most widely produced and exported tanks in history.
The T-72 combined advanced technology with enhanced firepower and superior
maneuverability. Its 125mm smoothbore gun was capable of neutralizing any
armored vehicle on the battlefield, while its composite armor provided excellent
protection against anti-tank rounds. The T-72's success in combat earned it a
fearsome reputation and cemented its place as a symbol of Soviet military might
during the Cold War.
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The Soviet Army's Cold War main battle tanks were a formidable force that
played a crucial role in the arms race between the East and the West. These
tanks were designed with the intention of overpowering the adversary, and their
technological advancements and destructive capabilities made them a force to be
reckoned with. The T-54, T-62, and T-72 tanks showcased the Soviet Union's
commitment to military superiority and solidified its status as a global superpower.
Remembering the legacy of these tanks through powerful images of war allows
us to appreciate the significance of their contribution to the volatile era of the Cold
War.

Image Sources:

T-54 Tank Image

T-62 Tank Image

T-72 Tank Image
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The Soviet T-54/55 is probably the best-known tank of the Cold War, and it was
produced in greater numbers that any other tank in history. It first went into
service just after the Second World War and over 70,000 were made, and its
design was so successful that it even outlasted its successor the T-62. For a
generation it formed the backbone of the armored forces of the Warsaw Pact and
it was exported all over the world, remaining in the front-line until the 1990s. This
photographic history in the Images of War series by Anthony Tucker-Jones is the
ideal to it. In over 150 archive photographs and a detailed analytical text, he
traces the design and development of the T-54/55 and records its operational
history. He describes how it was conceived as a main battle tank, an all-rounder,
contrasting with the light, medium and heavy tanks produced in the past, and it
proved to be extraordinarily effective. It was as adaptable as it was long-lasting,
different versions being produced by China, Czechoslovakia, Poland and
Romania. Its relatively simple design also meant it was easy to maintain even in
difficult conditions and it was used by armies across the Third World, in particular
in wars in Angola, Ethiopia, Mozambique and Somalia. Anthony Tucker-Jones's
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history of this remarkable armored vehicle will be absorbing reading for tank
enthusiasts and a valuable source for modelers.
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