
The Thermodynamics Of Evolution: Exploring
the Complexities and Energy Transformations
Evolution, the process that has shaped life on Earth for billions of years, is a
captivating and intricate phenomenon. It is a topic that has been extensively
studied and debated, with scientists continuously unraveling its mysteries. One
fundamental aspect of evolution that often sparks fascination is its connection to
thermodynamics, the study of energy transformations in natural systems. In this
essay, we will delve into the thermodynamics of evolution, exploring how energy
drives the process and the implications it has for the development and adaptation
of species.

The Laws of Thermodynamics

To truly understand the thermodynamics of evolution, we must first grasp the
basic principles of thermodynamics. The discipline is governed by four
overarching laws, but two of them are particularly relevant in this context:

1. The First Law of Thermodynamics (Conservation of Energy): Energy
cannot be created or destroyed; it can only be transferred or transformed
from one form to another.

2. The Second Law of Thermodynamics (Entropy): In any closed system,
the total entropy, or disorder, tends to increase over time. Energy
transformations result in an increase in entropy.

With these principles in mind, let us delve into how they intersect with the intricate
process that is evolution.
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The Role of Energy in Evolution

Evolution, at its core, is driven by the genetic variations that arise within a
population over time. These variations, coupled with natural selection, lead to the
proliferation of advantageous traits and the elimination of less favorable ones.
However, for genetic variations to emerge and persist, energy is essential.

According to the first law, energy can neither be created nor destroyed.
Therefore, the energy necessary for the genetic variations to occur must come
from somewhere. In the context of evolution, this energy primarily stems from the
sun. Through the process of photosynthesis, plants transform solar energy into
chemical energy, which other organisms then harness either directly or indirectly.

This energy input is crucial for the replication, repair, and mutation of DNA.
Without it, genetic variations would be severely limited, hindering the process of
natural selection and impeding the development and adaptation of species.

The Connection Between Entropy and Evolution
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The second law of thermodynamics comes into play when considering the
connection between evolution and entropy. Entropy, or disorder, tends to increase
over time in a closed system. This law implies that spontaneous processes tend
to increase entropy.

In the context of evolution, organisms are not closed systems. They exchange
matter and energy with their environment. However, the systems that surround
them, such as the environment or ecosystem, can be considered closed systems.
As organisms become more complex and develop increased biological
organization, they reduce the entropy within themselves and, consequently,
increase the entropy of their surroundings.

This relationship ultimately means that the process of evolution increases overall
entropy in the universe, as organisms continue to grow in complexity and develop
more intricate structures. However, it is crucial to note that the local decrease in
entropy within an organism is made possible only by an even greater increase in
entropy within its surroundings, following the second law.

Implications and Challenges

The thermodynamics of evolution provides valuable insights into the mechanisms
and energy transformations that drive the process. However, it is not without
challenges and controversies. One of the main debates revolves around whether
evolution is compatible with the second law of thermodynamics. Critics argue
that, since evolution leads to increased complexity and organization, it appears to
violate the law's prediction of increasing entropy.

However, proponents argue that when considering the entire system, including
the surroundings, the total entropy does increase, aligning with the second law.
They propose that as organisms reduce their own entropy and become more



complex, they require a greater energy input from their environment, resulting in a
net increase in entropy.

Further research and analysis are still ongoing to fully comprehend the
complexities and potential reconciliations of evolution and thermodynamics.

In

The thermodynamics of evolution provides a captivating insight into the energy
transformations and complexities that are at play in the process of biological
development and adaptation. The connection between evolution and
thermodynamics sheds light on the essential role of energy in driving genetic
variations, the emergence of new species, and the progression of life on Earth.
As we dive deeper into this intricate relationship, further discoveries and debates
await, pushing the boundaries of our understanding of evolution and its
fundamental laws.
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Thermodynamique de l'évolution - Un essai de thermo-bio-sociologie - translated
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l’Université d’Hawaii, qu’il participe au développement des systèmes d’optique
adaptative qui équipent désormais les grands outils d’observation comme le
télescope CFHT (Canada-France-Hawaii), ou le télescope japonais Subaru tous
deux situés à Hawaii, et les télescopes de l’ESO (European Southern
Observatory), l’observatoire européen austral situé au Chili. Savant toujours
curieux, il s’intéresse aux aspects thermodynamiques de l’évolution.
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