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Once upon a time in the fascinating history of England, there unfolded a
captivating tale of intrigue, power, and deception. It is a story that has perplexed
historians for centuries - the mysterious disappearance of the Princes in the
Tower and the emergence of a pretender named Edward, Earl of Warwick, better
known as Lambert Simnel. Dive into the depths of this enigmatic narrative as we
uncover the true story behind the legendary figures and the political turmoil that
shaped their fate.

The Princes in the Tower

In the tumultuous era of medieval England, the young heirs to the throne, Edward
V and his brother Richard, Duke of York, found themselves tragically confined
within the Tower of London. Their disappearance during the reign of their uncle,
King Richard III, sparked countless theories and conspiracy theories that continue
to captivate historians and enthusiasts alike.

The prevailing belief is that the two princes were victims of a wicked plot,
potentially orchestrated by Richard III himself or one of his allies. Their fate
remains shrouded in mystery, as their bodies were never officially discovered to
provide closure to this dark episode.
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The Rise of Lambert Simnel

Amidst the uncertainty surrounding the Princes' fate, a young boy named
Lambert Simnel rose to prominence as a potential contender for the English
crown. Despite his humble origins, he was crowned as Edward VI of England in
Dublin, Ireland, with the support of powerful figures.

Simnel's rise as a pretender to the throne stirred political tumult and divided the
English nobility. His supporters, including John de la Pole, Earl of Lincoln, hoped
to utilize Simnel's claim to challenge the reign of Henry VII, the first Tudor
monarch of England.

The Battle of Stoke Field

The escalating tensions between Simnel's faction and the forces loyal to Henry
VII reached a boiling point in 1487 at the Battle of Stoke Field. It was a decisive
conflict that would shape the future of Lambert Simnel and potentially alter the
course of English history.

Despite the odds stacked against him, Simnel's army, including Irish and
mercenary troops, fought valiantly. However, they were ultimately defeated by the
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forces led by Henry VII at the Battle of Stoke Field, marking the end of Simnel's
rebellion and hopes of claiming the English throne.

The Fate of Lambert Simnel

Following the battle, instead of being executed for treason, Lambert Simnel was
pardoned by King Henry VII. Notably, he was employed as a servant in the royal
kitchen, an unexpected twist in his tumultuous journey.

Simnel's true identity remains a mystery to this day. Some believe he was an
unwitting pawn manipulated by powerful figures seeking to challenge Henry VII's
rule. Others argue that he may have been one of the princes himself, escaping
his grim fate in the Tower of London and assuming a new identity.

The Aftermath

The story of Lambert Simnel provides a fascinating glimpse into the political
climate of late-medieval England. While his rebellion may have ultimately failed, it
reflects the discontent and ambition that simmered beneath the surface during
this transformative era of British history.

As for the Princes in the Tower, their disappearance continues to be a subject of
intense speculation and investigation. Countless theories have emerged,
suggesting a range of potential culprits and motives behind their vanishing act.

The true story of Edward Earl of Warwick Lambert Simnel and the Princes in the
Tower is a complex tapestry woven into the fabric of English history. It
encompasses power struggles, secret identities, and the perpetual quest for the
truth.

While we may never unravel the full extent of this mysterious tale, it continues to
capture our imaginations and ignite discussions among historians and



enthusiasts. The allure of unresolved secrets and the allure of power remain
ever-present, ensuring that the story remains timeless and compelling.
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A year after Richard III's death, a boy appeared claiming to be his heir and the
rightful King of England. In 1487, in a unique ceremony, this boy was crowned in
Dublin Cathedral, despite the Tudor government insisting that his real name was
Lambert Simnel and that he was a mere pretender to the throne. Now, using new
discoveries, little-known evidence and insight, historian John Ashdown-Hill seeks
the truth behind the 500-year-old story. He also presents a link between Lambert
Simnel's story and that of George, Duke of Clarence, the brother of Richard III.
The book sheds new light on the fate of the Princes in the Tower, before raising
the possibility of using DNA to clarify the identity of key characters in the story.
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