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Do you feel like you have the freedom to make your own choices and express
your opinions without fear of consequences? Are you able to challenge the status
quo and ask difficult questions? If your answer is yes, you might think that you
are enjoying true freedom. However, there is a concept known as "administered

freedom" that might make you question if your freedom is as real as it seems.
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Administered freedom refers to a form of control where individuals are allowed to
believe they have freedom, while their choices and actions are monitored and
manipulated by those in power. This concept was popularized by political
philosopher Herbert Marcuse in his book "One-Dimensional Man," where he
explored the idea that modern society uses mechanisms to preserve the existing

power structures by granting individuals a limited sense of freedom.

Within the context of administered freedom, another concept comes into play -
inquisitorial tolerance. Inquisitorial tolerance is the idea that society appears to be
tolerant of different opinions and beliefs, but in reality, only specific viewpoints are
accepted, while others are silenced or stigmatized. This form of tolerance is a

subtle way of controlling the narrative and preventing genuine dissent.

Unveiling the lllusion of Administered Freedom

Administered freedom operates through various mechanisms that create the
illusion of freedom while exerting control over individuals' choices and thoughts.
One such mechanism is the manipulation of public opinion through media and
propaganda. By controlling the narratives and shaping public discourse, those in

power can influence people's opinions without overtly censoring them.

Another aspect of administered freedom is the constant surveillance that
individuals experience in their daily lives. Whether it's through social media
monitoring, CCTV cameras, or government surveillance programs, our actions
are often being observed, analyzed, and potentially used against us. This
surveillance creates a chilling effect, making individuals hesitant to express their

true beliefs and ideas.

In addition to surveillance, administered freedom is reinforced through the control

of education and academia. Certain viewpoints are favored and pushed forward,



while others are marginalized or excluded altogether. By controlling the
knowledge and information available to society, those in power can shape the

perspectives and ideologies of the masses.

The Pitfall of Inquisitorial Tolerance

Inquisitorial tolerance, as a tool of administered freedom, further complicates the
situation. It gives the appearance of accepting diversity of opinions, but in reality,
only specific viewpoints are considered acceptable. This creates a dangerous
echo chamber where alternative ideas are dismissed, and individuals are

discouraged from questioning the dominant narrative.

As a society, we should be wary of falling into the pitfall of inquisitorial tolerance.
Genuine progress and innovation require the freedom to challenge existing ideas
and norms. By limiting the range of acceptable opinions, we stifle creativity and

hinder our potential for growth.

The consequences of administered freedom and inquisitorial tolerance are far-
reaching. They can result in a society that succumbs to groupthink, where critical
thinking is muted, and individuality is suppressed. The illusion of freedom can

lead to conformity and a lack of diversity, ultimately hindering societal progress.

Overcoming Administered Freedom and Inquisitorial Tolerance

Recognizing and overcoming administered freedom and inquisitorial tolerance is
crucial for reclaiming true freedom and fostering a vibrant society. Here are some

steps that can be taken to achieve this:

1. Promote Critical Thinking

Encouraging critical thinking is essential to challenge the dominant narratives and

foster intellectual curiosity. By teaching individuals to question and analyze



information critically, we can break free from the molds of administered freedom.

2. Embrace Diversity of Opinions

Embracing a truly diverse range of opinions and perspectives is vital for
overcoming inquisitorial tolerance. This means actively seeking out alternative

viewpoints, engaging in respectful dialogue, and encouraging open-mindedness.

3. Protect Privacy and Personal Liberties

Defending privacy rights and personal liberties is crucial in combating the control
mechanisms of administered freedom. By advocating for strong privacy laws and
safeguards against government surveillance, we can restore a sense of personal

autonomy and free expression.

4. Support Independent Media

Supporting independent media outlets and alternative voices is an effective way
to counteract the manipulation of public opinion. By diversifying our sources of
information, we can expose ourselves to a wider range of perspectives and

challenge the dominant narratives.

5. Educate Yourself and Others

Continued education and spreading awareness about the dangers of
administered freedom and inquisitorial tolerance are vital for effecting change. By
staying informed and sharing knowledge with others, we can collectively work

towards a more inclusive and free society.

Breaking Free from the lllusion

Understanding the concept of administered freedom and inquisitorial tolerance is

the first step towards breaking free from its grip. By recognizing the mechanisms



at play and actively working towards true freedom, we can create a society that

encourages genuine diversity, critical thinking, and individual autonomy.

It's time to question the illusion of freedom and strive for a future where our
choices and opinions truly belong to us - free from the chains of administered

freedom and inquisitorial tolerance.
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When it comes to liberalism, the usual story in postwar America is one of decline,
accompanied by the subplot of conservatism’s ascendance. But take a longer
view—look beyond and below politics—and it is the unchallenged triumph of

liberalism and its philosophical assumptions that ought to command our attention.

The triumph of liberalism means the tyranny of liberalism, explains James Kalb in

this illuminating book, for liberalism is the extension into the sociopolitical realm of
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modern scientific thought and technological rationality. These modes of thinking
are regarded by nearly everyone today as uniquely authoritative; those
institutions and beliefs which do not conform are regarded at best as
annoyances, and at worst as evil. Furthermore, Kalb shows how liberalism is an
expression of the interests and outlook of commercial and managerial elites, who

are suspicious of less rationalized and controllable forms of social organization

like the family.
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