
The Ultimate Dictionary Of Rare, Uncommon,
and Surprising English Surnames
Have you ever wondered about the meaning and history behind your surname?
English surnames have a rich and diverse heritage, encompassing a wide range
of origins and fascinating stories. In this comprehensive dictionary, we will explore
the world of rare, uncommon, and surprising English surnames, shedding light on
their origins, meanings, and the intriguing tales behind them. Whether you're
interested in genealogy, curious about your own surname, or simply fascinated by
the diversity of the English language, this article is your ultimate guide to
uncovering the hidden gems of the surname realm.

The Origins of English Surnames

English surnames have evolved over centuries, influenced by various factors
such as occupation, geography, personal characteristics, and even local customs.
Many surnames have their roots in Old English, while others have been derived
from different languages through migration and historical events. The variety of
influences has contributed to the rich tapestry of surnames we see today.

Occupational surnames are one of the most common categories. They reflect a
person's occupation, such as Smith, Baker, or Taylor. These surnames served as
an identification of a person's trade or profession, passed down from generation
to generation. However, some occupational surnames have become rare or
uncommon over time, making them all the more intriguing.
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The influence of geography is another important factor in surname development.
Some surnames indicate a person's place of origin, like Hill or Brook. These
surnames can provide clues about a family's ancestral home or the specific
landscape that shaped their lives. Exploring these geographic surnames can be
like taking a journey through time and space.

The Fascinating World of Rare and Uncommon English Surnames

Now, let's dive into the dictionary of rare, uncommon, and surprising English
surnames. Prepare to be captivated by the beauty, uniqueness, and historical
significance of these hidden gems.

Arkwright: Meaning "crafty wright," this surname likely originated from someone
skilled in a particular craft or trade, possibly woodworking. Its uncommon nature
adds an air of mystery and intrigue to its meaning.

Lovegrove: This surname has a heartwarming quality to it. It may have
originated from a place or grove associated with romantic or affectionate
activities. Uncommon yet beautiful, Lovegrove reminds us of the power of love.
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Northcott: If you've ever dreamed of living in the north, Northcott might be the
surname for you. Derived from a combination of "north" and "cote," meaning a
small cottage or shelter, this surname captures the charm and simplicity of rural
life.

Quicksilver: As mesmerizing as the element it represents, Quicksilver is a rare
and captivating surname. It may have been given to someone with a quick or
agile nature, making it a perfect fit for adventurers and swift thinkers.

Starling: Get ready to soar through the skies with this uncommon surname.
Starling, derived from the bird of the same name, symbolizes freedom and the
beauty of nature. It is a name that sparks curiosity and wonder.

The Stories Behind Surprising English Surnames

English surnames often have surprising stories hidden within their origins. Let's
uncover some tales behind these intriguing surnames:

Featherstonehaugh: Pronounced "Fanshaw," this surname is a perfect example
of the unpredictability of English pronunciation. It dates back to medieval times
and originates from a village in Northumberland, England. That's right;
Featherstonehaugh refers to the small village with an unexpected twist of
pronunciation.

Moneypenny: Made famous by the James Bond franchise, Moneypenny is an
intriguing surname associated with intelligence work. However, its origin is quite
surprising. Moneypenny comes from the Old French "monnaie" (money) and
"peine" (penalty), suggesting a connection to coinage or monetary transactions.

Fairbanks: If you dream of adventure and exploring uncharted territories,
Fairbanks might resonate with you. This surname originates from the fair banks of



a river or stream, often associated with boundaries or landmarks. It carries a
sense of exploration and discovery.

Unraveling Your Own Surname's Story

Now that you've delved into the depths of rare, uncommon, and surprising
English surnames, don't forget to explore the story behind your own surname.
Trace your family history, uncover its meaning, and embark on a personal journey
through time. The internet and various genealogical resources offer invaluable
tools in unraveling the mysteries of your own surname.

Remember, surnames are more than just labels; they are gateways to our past
and windows into our ancestors' lives. So, embrace the fascinating world of
surnames and discover the hidden treasures that lie within each unique name.

In

The dictionary of rare, uncommon, and surprising English surnames unveils a
world filled with captivating stories, unexpected origins, and beautiful meanings.
Each surname offers a glimpse into a different era, occupation, or landscape,
painting a vivid picture of our ancestors' lives. So, go forth and explore the
endless possibilities within the realm of English surnames. Your heritage awaits!
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There are numerous rare and unusual surnames found in England. Many of these
have interesting histories, spellings, associations and meanings. The purpose of
this publication is to list these. Plus provide notes and information about each
one. This is the third revised edition which has been fully reviewed and
reset.ORDINARY SURNAMES ARE NOT TO BE FOUND IN THE
PUBLICATION.INSTEAD FAMILY NAMES THAT LESS KNOWN OR
UNCOMMON INSTEAD. This includes a number of misunderstood, misplaced
and intriguing examples.Here are some illustrations of what this dictionary
contains.[Family names which spell out words] So we Almond, Amiable, Anger,
Balance, Balding, Barge, Barnacle, Barter, Beard, Beer, Belt and alike.[Family
names that are embarrassing to their bearers] Badcock, Badman, Bastard, Clapp,
Crapper, Croke, Dipcock and alike.Allied to the curious Killer and Killmaster.
[Family name given in a type of cruel jest] Examples of this are Drunkard,
Dumbell, Coy and Cront.Also there are delightful english family names that rarely
seen today. Applewhite, Appleyard, Ashlock, Bakewell, Barleycorn, Betteridge,
Bonney, Cakebread and Candeland are fine examples.Plus those like Coldgrave,
Conybear, Corney, Crippen and Croacker which may not be delightful but have
interesting origins and meanings.Readers may wonder if some of the surnames
listed are really family names at all.ALL THOSE FOUND IN THIS DICTIONARY
ARE.AND ALL ARE STILL IN USE.
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