
The Untold Stories of Darby Ranger and
Combat Photographer Phil Stern in World War
II

When we think about the heroes of World War II, names like General Dwight D.
Eisenhower, Winston Churchill, and General George S. Patton often come to
mind. However, there were countless unsung heroes who played pivotal roles in
the war effort and whose stories deserve to be told. Two such individuals are
Darby Ranger and combat photographer Phil Stern.

The Indomitable Spirit of Darby Ranger
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Darby Ranger, born William Orlando Darby in 1911, was an officer of the United
States Army during World War II. Known for his exceptional leadership and
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bravery, Ranger played a significant role in the formation and success of the
Ranger units in the U.S. Army.

At a time when conventional military tactics were failing, Darby Ranger advocated
for small, highly trained units capable of conducting rapid and effective operations
behind enemy lines. Despite initial resistance from higher-ranking officials,
Ranger's persistence and determination eventually led to the establishment of the
1st Ranger Battalion, which quickly gained a reputation for excellence.

Ranger's leadership prowess was evident in numerous missions, including the
famous amphibious assault on the strategic island of Gela in Sicily. Under his
command, the 1st Ranger Battalion demonstrated their exceptional skills in
combined airborne and amphibious operations, paving the way for subsequent
successful invasions.

The Lens that Captured History: Phil Stern



Phil Stern, born in 1919, was a combat photographer who fearlessly navigated
the treacherous battlefields to document the realities of war. Armed with his trusty
Leica camera, Stern captured some of the most iconic images of World War II,
which would go on to shape public perception and immortalize the sacrifices
made by soldiers on the front lines.
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Stern's ability to immerse himself in the chaos while maintaining a keen eye for
composition and emotion enabled him to capture the raw essence of warfare.
From the brave soldiers storming Normandy's beaches to the solemn faces of
prisoners of war, Stern's photographs transported viewers to the heart of the
action.

One of Stern's most famous works is the photograph known as "The Pineapple."
Taken during the Battle of Saipan, it depicts a Marine flamethrower operator as
he prepared to engage in a fierce battle. The image perfectly encapsulates the
intensity and determination displayed by soldiers, immortalizing their bravery for
future generations.

The Unlikely Encounter and Mutual Contributions
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During the course of World War II, Darby Ranger and Phil Stern had the
unexpected opportunity to meet and collaborate on several occasions. The bond
forged between a fearless soldier and a skilled photographer created a
partnership unlike any other.

Ranger's leadership at the forefront of combat and Stern's ability to capture the
decisive moments of war in his photographs resulted in a unique documentation
of the war's harsh realities. Their combined efforts ensured that the sacrifices
made by servicemen and women would never be forgotten.

Together, they provided the world with a glimpse into the untold stories and the
emotional toll experienced by those who fought on the front lines. Their work
served as a testimony to the resilience, courage, and sacrifice of those who
fought for freedom during World War II.

Legacy and Remembrance



The deeds of Darby Ranger and Phil Stern continue to inspire generations of
individuals to follow in their footsteps and to preserve the memory of those who
fought in World War II. Monuments and memorials around the world honor their
contributions, ensuring that their legacy lives on.

Today, when looking at their photographs or learning about their remarkable
accomplishments, we are reminded of the sacrifices made during that dark period
in history. We are inspired to never forget the immeasurable bravery and
unwavering spirit exemplified by those who fought in World War II.

Darby Ranger and Phil Stern may not have had the same level of fame as some
of their contemporaries, but their influence on the war and the lasting impact of
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their work cannot be underestimated. They were ordinary individuals who
accomplished extraordinary things, leaving an indelible mark on history.

In

The stories of Darby Ranger and Phil Stern serve as a reminder that heroes
come in many forms. Whether it is through courageous leadership or capturing
the essence of a moment in a photograph, these individuals played a vital role in
shaping our understanding of World War II.

As we continue to commemorate the heroes of the past, let us never forget the
unparalleled contributions of Darby Ranger and Phil Stern. Their untold stories,
preserved in photographs and memories, provide us with an invaluable
perspective on the realities of war and the enduring human spirit.
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Prior to Phil Stern's death on December 13, 2014, his original, unfinished,
tattered wartime memoir was discovered, stashed away in an old folio box in his
cluttered Hollywood bungalow. Best remembered for his iconic images of James
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Dean, Marilyn Monroe, and JFK's inauguration, his remarkable service during
World War II as a combat photographer with Darby's Rangers has remained
largely unknown. Until now.
Stern's catchy 1940s lingo, honest and intimate observations, and humor, paired
with his striking combat photography, transport the reader 70 years back in time
to meet the hardscrabble Rangers and experience some of the key battles of the
Mediterranean Theater. Snapdragon is an artifact of that time, told not by a man
reminiscing in his twilight years, but by a young soldier fresh from the battlefields.
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